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FEASIBILITYTOF GROUND-WATER FEATURES OF 1THE
LTERNATE PLAN FOR THE MOUNTAIN HOME PROJECT,
IDAHO

5

By R. L. Nacg, S, W. West, and R. W. MowEer

ABSTRACT

An early plan of the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation proposed to irrigate 183,000
acres on the arid Snake River Plain south of Boise, Idaho (Mountain Home
project) with Boise River water. That water would have been replaced to the
Boise Valley with water imported from the Payette River. An alternate plan,
proposed in .n:wo, would divert water from the Boise River to the plain; part of

the water would be replaced by pumping ground water in the Boise valley and by

immartinge water from the Snale River. Pumnupine of esround water in the Boise
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Valley also would help to drain waterlogged land. The present report evaluates.

the feasibility of the alternate plan in relation to geology and the occurrence
and quality of ground water.

The mean annual temperature at Boise is 50.8° F and there is an average of
172 days between killing frosts. The annual evaporation rate from open-water
surfaces in the area is about 33 inches. Runoff in the Boise River is chiefly
from precipitation on mountain slopes at altitudes above 3,000 feet, east of
Boise Diversion Dam. The surface-water supply of the Boise Valley is more
than ample for the valley, owing to large upstream storage and regulatory dams
and reservoirs. The valley also contains a large volume of ground water in
storage, and the perennial rate of recharge is large. The computed consumptive
depletion of surface water in the valley is nearly 600,000 acre-feet a year. Ap-
parent depletion, computed from adjusted runoff at Notus, is 1,070,000 acre-feet,
The difference of 470,000 acre-feet represents ground-water underflow and
ungaged surface outflow from the area east of Notus.

After the beginning of irrigation, around the turn of the century, the water table
in the Boise Valley rose steadily; the amount of rise at some places was as much

as 140 feet. Shallow perched zones of saturation were created locally. More
than 100.000 acres of Boise Valley land now is waterlogged or threatened with

VLU LUV VUV @iuiUn Vi LPUIDT ¥ eaiy Vel AVE. LI QA LTI

waterlogging, despite the presence of more than 325 mlles of surface drains.

Suecessful operation of the alternate plan would depend, not only on providing
adequate water to replace that exported from the Boise Valley, but also on
satisfactory drainage of waterlogged land. That is, water management in the
valley would have to couple economical pumping of irrigation water with effective
drainage by pumping.

The average of recorded yearly diversions from the Boise River is 1,280,000
acre-feet of live water (natural flow,in a stream) and 201,000 acre-feet of recycled
water. Gross diversions of record in some recent single years of ample water
supply reportedly exceeded 1,800,000 acre-feet. Ground water, on the other
hand is used on a relatively small scale, yearly pumpage being only about 150,000
acre-feet.

i



2 THE ALTERNATE PLAN, MOUNTAIN HOME PROJECT, IDAHO

The feasibility of exporting 600,000 acre-feet of Boise River water would depend
on the availability of replacement water in the Boise Valley and on the avail-
ability of the required surface water in the South Fork of the Boise River at the
proposed point of diversion to the Mountain Home project. In 6 of the 20 years,
1931-50, recorded diversions of live and return water from the Boise River
exceeded the live flow at the Boise Diversion Dam by 3,865 t6-107,640 acre-feet.
Moreover, although the average residual discharge in the river pa.st Notus was
701,000 acre-feet, in most years some river reaches above Notus were dry at
times, owing to diversion of all water from the river. Much of the flow past
Notus is surface waste and effluent ground water, which averages about 422,000
acre-feet a year.

The total of potential yearly ground water recharge in the Boise Valley, derived
from precipitation, incoming underflow, and infiltration of irrigation water, is
about 554,000 acre-feet in the feasible exchange-pumping area and areas tributary
thereto. Identified and estimated consumptive depletion of ground water in
the valley is about 230,000 acre-feet a year, but not all that depletlon is w1th1n
the exchange area or area tributary thereto.

Five ground-water districts in the Boise Valley are defined, chiefly on the basm
of well capacities. Wells in the district around Nampa tap both artesian and
unconfined water and have the largest yields in the valley, averaging 1 efs for each
8 feet of drawdown. The average depth to the water table is between 10 and 15
feet and the maximum depth is 50 feet. Much waterlogging of land in the
district is caused by upward leakage of artesmn water through imperfectly
confining layers of soil and caliche.

In the viCinity of Meridian and eastward th
is between 10 and 15 feet and the maximum
aanifers underlie the district at varions dontha
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cfs of water for each 22 feet of drawdown; artesian wells yleld as much as 1.5 cfs
by natural flow and 3 efs by pumping. Drainage conditions are 31m11ar to those
in the Nampa district.

The average depth to water and average yield of wells in the vicinity of Wilder
and Kuna are not known. The permeability of the aquifers around Wilder is
relatively low. Drainage is needed but the sediments do not drain by ground-
water pumping as readily as those around Nampa and Meridian. In much of the
Kuna area the depth to water is too great for economical pumping. The occurrence
of ground-water north of the Boise River is too poorly known to be described
adequately.

The apparent coefficient of transmissibility of aquifers tested at key locations
in the Boise Valley ranges from 36,800 to 1,700,000 gpd per foot. Observed
coefficients of storage of artesian aquifers range from 0.00007 to 0.001; those of"
nonartesian aquifers range from 0.001 to 0.43. The specific capacities of wells
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Typical areas in the Boise Valley can be benefitted by ground-water pumping
for drainage, and appreciable lowering of water levels has been observed as
much as half a mile from pumped wells. Field tests show that drainage benefits
result also from the pumping and free flow of artesian wells under some c¢ircum-
stances. Discharge of ground water from shallow artesian aquifers would assist
drainage by diminishing artesian pressure and upward leakage of water. Dis-
charge from deeper aquifers does not produce noticeable local or immediate
drainage benefit, but may cause regional benefits. In some areas conditions do
not favor drainage by pumping ground water.

The amounts of dissolved solids in the surface water of the Boise Valley range
from 51 to 788 ppm in samples analyzed. The range in ground water is from 69
to 1,040 ppm. In general, the concentration of dissolved solids and the percent

"

€ to
depth is about 50 feet. Artesian
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sodium, both in the ground water and in the surface water, increase westward
(downstream). Most exchange ground water pumped under the aiternate pian
would be diluted with surface water, but some land would receive a preponderance

e Bermt e A

of ground water. Thus, the chemical suitability of the ground water for irrigation
is an important factor.

The sodium hazard (alkali hazard) and salinity hazard to soils from Boise Valley .
ground waters, represented by 88 samples, were evaluated by standard criteria.
Most of the samples are excellent to good, a few are permissible to doubtful, and
none are unsuitable. The surface waters generally are slightly superior in
quality to the ground waters. Parts of the valley seem to be on the verge of an
unfavorable salt balance, and whether depreciation in the quality of the water
can be tolerated requires careful study.

In order to determine whether the alternate plan is physically feasible, could
be operated successfully for an indefinitely long time, and would be advantageous
to execute, the principal features of water management embodied in the plan are
reviewed, one by one. Geologic factors suggest that the diversion requirement of
water per unit of land in the Mountain Home project would be appreciably
higher than that estimated in the alternate pian. If so, the area that could be
irrigated with the proposed amount of water from the Boise River would be
less than that stated in the alternate plan. The availability of 600,000 acre-feet

of Boise River water for diversion to the Mountain Home project, at the times

and places the water would be needed, has not been demonstrated. The run-of-

the-river supply in the South Fork of the Boise River was deficient in 6 of 20 recent

years. Holdover storage at Anderson Ranch Dam and modified reservoir opera-

tion would be necessary for operation of the plan and would reduce the amount -
of water available for generation of firm power. Snake River water is available

and the exchange for Boise River water is physically feasible to a limit of 300,000

acre-feet a year.

For the alternate plan to be acceptable to Boise Valley water users, an
undiminished supply of irrigation water presumably must be assured. Such
assurance is not possible at the proposed exchange rate of 225,000 to 300,000
acre-feet of ground water for an equal amount of river water. Additional water
would need be pumped to compensate the effects of diminished surface water and
diminished ground water in storage. To offset the effects of exporting surface
water, the amount of ground-water pumped would be substantially more than
300,000 acre-feet and might approach 400,000 acre-feet. In years of short water
supply the total might approach 500,000 acre-feet.

Net ground-water depletion under the alternate plan would be on the order of
100,000 to 150,000 acre-feet a year. Return recharge of unconsumed -ground
water would lag somewhat after pumping, and temporary depletion ab the end of
the irrigation season would be less than gross pumpage but more than ultimate
net depletion. Thus, though water to operate the alternate plan is available in
the Boise Valley, it is not certain that the yearly demand could be withdrawn
during the pumping season without local or temporary mining of water. Nor is
it certain that mined water would be replenished each year before the onset of

another irrigation seasom.
INTRODUCTION
REASON FQR THE REPORT

On the Snake River Plain south and southeast of Boise, Idaho, and
east and north of the Snake River, is an area of about 750,000 acres -
of forbidding, arid sagebrush desert, here called the Mountain Home
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F1eurE 1.—Index map of southern Idaho showing the area covered by this report.

plateau (fig. 1, pl. 1). It contains more than 400,000 acres of arable
land that is largely unused except for grazing. There are only a few
small irrigated tracts near foothill slopes, and a scattered fow dry
farms. To bring water to the plateau has been the hope of two gen-
erations of reclamationists, public servants, and local citizens.

Adjacent to the undeveloped plateau is the fertile and prosperous
Boise Valley, containing one of the largest integrated areas of irri-
gated land in Idaho, which has been reclaimed from wasteland similar
to that in the plateau. This valley, however, is marred by water-
logged land, alkalized soil, and spreading native vegetation, all caused
or aggravated by excess water. Conventional surface drains have been
only moderately successful and the continued presence of excess water,
chiefly in underground storage, has reduced the productivity of land
in substantial parts of the Boise Valley and threatens the agricultural
prosperity of the area. Industrial, business, and municipal operations
also are hampered at some places by shallow ground water.

Irrigation of 340,000 acres of land in the Boise Valley has disrupted
the original water balance. Irrigation water applied in excess of the
consumptive-use demand for crops and native vegetation has gone
into ground-water storage, has raised the water table, and has water-
logged thousands of acres of land. Records of ground-water levels,
dating from about 1910, prove the large increase in permanently
stored ground water. That water is the heart of the drainage problem
in the Boise Valley.
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and drainage of the Boise Valley traditionally were regarded as unre-
lated separate problems. Formal proposals (herein called the original
plan) were made by Newell in 1949 (U. S. Bur. Reclamation, 1950b)
for & Mountain Home reclamation project to be constructed by the
United States Bureau of Reclamation. Water for the project was to
be obtained by means of extensive storage and diversion works, inelud-

ing a transmountain diversion from the Payette River basin.

An alternate plan, for partial irrigation of the Mountain Home
plateau, integrated with drainage in the Boise Valley, was proposed
by W. G. Sloan (1953), consulting engineer, retained by the Idaho
Power Co. to study problems of irrigation and drainage in relation to
. the electric-power market. Under this plan the Boise Valley would be
drained by pumping ground water, which would be used for irrigation
in order to release and replace Boise River water that would be diverted
to the Mountain Home plateau. Surplus water from the Boise River
also would be used. Additional replacement water for use in the
Boise Valley would be obtained from the Snake River.

The alternate plan proposal was brought to the attention of Con-
gress and was printed, along with an analysis by James K. Carr
(1953), engineering consultant to the Committee on Interior and
Ingular Affeirs, U. S S. House of anrpqpnfnflqu Carr’s analysis was

generally favora,ble but further study was suggested. Accordingly, in
fiscal year 1954, Secretary of the Interior Douglas McKay directed
the United States Bureau of Reclamation and the United States
Geological Survey to make engineering, geologic, and hydrologic
studies, and to evaluate the feasibility of the proposals in the alter-
nate plan.

This report contains the evaluation by the Geological Survey of the
feasibility of those parts of the plan that relate to geology and ground
wate1, along with a summary of the basic information and principles
upon which the evaluation is based. The evaluation is by no means
exhaustive. The time allotted was too brief for more than nominal
new factfinding. Thus, of necessity, qualified conclusions are drawn on
points that could be resolved in full only after extensive and prolonged
field investigation.

FIELD WORK AND ACKENOWLEDGMENTS

Special field work and study by the Geological Survey for the pur-
pose of evaluating the alternate plan was begun in May 1953 and
completed in December 1953. The Bureau of Reclamation collabo-
rated in the field by contracting for drilling and pumping test and ob-
servation wells, by furnishing part of the essential equipment, and by
spirit leveling to many well sites. The Pioneer Irrigation District
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permitted the use of some of its wells and pumps for pumping tests;
the Idaho Power Co. supplied electric power and some equipment
forTpumping tests; and the Surface Water Branch of the Geological
Survey made special miscellaneous stream-discharge measurements,
made field checks of small reservoirs and diversions, checked and
evaluated compilations of surface-water records, and reviewed the
adequacy of surface-water data. Field work by or under the super-

vision of the authors consisted principally of geologic study and map-
ping, canvassing and measuring wells, operating observation wells,
logging and testing wells, making pumping tests, and collecting sam-
ples of water and geologic materials. The authors were assisted in
various; phases of the field work by F. E. Fennerty, R. C. Scott,
Eugene Shuter, and G. E. Brandvold, all of the Geological Survey.

T. R. Newellland T. R. Miller assisted in the compilation, evaluation,
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FiGURE 2.—Sketch showing well-numbering system.
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and interpretation of surface-water data. Chemical analyses of water

2 U Ui vasS

were made in the Geological Survey’s laboratory at Corvallis, Oreg.

Records of the discharge of the Boise River have been collected by
the Geological Survey and published annually since 1896. Records
of ground-water levels, river-water diversions, and discharge from
surface drains, along with copies of unpublished maps and reports,
all representing nearly 50 years of water history, were made available
to the Geological Survey by the Bureau of Reclamation, the Boise
Project Board of Control, the Nampa-Meridian Irrigation District,
and the Pioneer Irrigation District. Records from intermittent and
short-term studies of ground water in local small areas, made in coop-
eration between the Geological Survey and the Idaho Department of
Reclamation, have been used. Civic officials, well drillers, and many
well owners furnished well records and logs and permitted access to
wells. Especially useful information was obtained from well drillers

A. E. Hosack and Son, Orval Harden, Jack Dir, and Leonard Davis.

WELL-NUMBERING SYSTEM

Water wells are referred to in this report by numbers that in
their locations within legal rectangular subdivisions of the public
lands, with reference to the Boise baseline and meridian (fig. 2). The
first two segments of a number designate the township and range.
The third segment gives the section number, followed by two letters
and a numeral, which indicate the quarter section, the 40-acre tract,
and the serial number of the well within the tract. Quarter sections
are lettered a, b, ¢, and d in counterclockwise order, from the north-
east quarter of each section. Within the quarter sections 40-acre
tracts are lettered in the same manner. Well 5N-4W-12cd1 is in the
SEYSWY sec. 12, T. 5 N., R 4 W., and is the well first visited in that

traet.

BACKGROUND AND DEFINITION OF THE ALTERNATE-
PLAN PROPOSAL

In order to set the features of the alternate plan for the Mountain

rTr . I Y [y ~wn Aavrala 3 1 1 1
Home project in proper perspective for evaluation, it is appropriate

to review the development of the Boise Valley and the general features
of the original plan for the Mountain Home project.

e N TR A mar e .

THE ORIGINAL PLAN FOR THE MOUNT

The original plan for the Mountain Home project (U.S. Bur. Rec-
lamation, 1950b) proposed to irrigate a net area of 183,000 acres in
the Payette unit, divided between the Hillcrest and Long Tom divi-
sions, which would eontain 83,300 and 100,300 acres respectively (pl.
1). From the proposed Garden Valley reservoir on the Payette River,
water for the Hillcrest division would be diverted through the Moore



8 THE ALTERNATE PLAN, MOUNTAIN HOME PROJECT, IDAHO

Creek tnn'nA] 30 miles lnng to the Moore Creek arm of Lucky Peak

Reservoir in the Boise River watershed. Water would be diverted
to the Long Tom division from storage in Anderson Ranch Reservoir.
Most of the water from Anderson Ranch Reservoir, now used on the
Boise project, would be replaced with water imported from the
Payette River.

DEVELOPMENT IN THE BOISE VALLEY
IRRIGATION

Water for irrigation in the Boise Valley was first diverted from the
‘Boise River in 1864 with simple ditch diversions leading to valley
bottom lands (U. S. Bur. Reclamation, 1950a, p. 156). Cooperative
farmer groups later built small diversion dams and canals, and by 1900
about 148,000 acres of lowland was under irrigation. The Boise
project (pl. 1), one of the oldest Federal reclamation projects, was
authorized soon after passage of the Federal Reclamatlon Act of 1902,
and construction was begun in 1904. The project included a gross
area of 187,000 acres, containing 166,000 irrigable acres. Water was
first delivered in 1906, and the originally planned impounding and
diversion works were substantlally completed in 1915. By 1927 the
feeder canals and other supplemental structures had been extended
to the full irrigable area of 166,000 acres. The estimated net area now
actually irrigated in the Government project is 150,000 acres. About
190,000 acres is privately u'ngated and the estnnated net area irrigated
Wlth surface water thus is 340,000 acres (U. S. Bur. Reclamatlon,
1950a, p. 156). We estimate that at least 10,000 additional acres is
irrigated solely with ground water, and probably more than 40,000
acres under the surface-water system receives supplemental -ground
water.

The principal original government-project storage and diversion
works (see table 1) are Arrowrock Dam and Reservoir, Boise Diversion
Dam, and Lake Lowell (Deer Flat Reservoir). Anderson Ranch Dam
was erected later to provide supplemental storage for the Boise project.
Lucky Peak Dam is primarily a flood-control structure, but certain
water power and storage features can be integrated with the Mountain
Home project under either the original or the alternate plan. Barber
Dam, several miles below Boise Diversion Dam, is a diversion strue-
ture for private irrigation districts and for private power generation.
Hubbard Reservoir, near the point where Tenmile Creek enters the
Boise project area, has a reported capacity of 7,500 acre-feet, and is
filled with water for the project.

On the Mountain Home plateau the Long Tom, Mountain Home,
Orchard, and Pleasant Valley Reservoirs store early spring runoff and
have a reported total capacity of 20,750 acre-feet. An intermountain
diversion from Little Camas Reservoir delivered an average of 9,000
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Tom Reservoir during the period 1931-50.

9

TaABLE 1.—Principal Federal storage and diversion works, Boise River basin, Idaho

Storage capacity
Sur- | Date
Name Nature or purpose Location ;argg oi,‘l’gm Gross | Netus-
(acres)| tion (acre-£t) able
{aere-ft)
Anderson  Ranch | Multiple purpose: ir- { On South Fork Boise 4,740 | 1950 | 493,200 {464,200
Dam and Reser- rigation, power, River abhout 65 mi
voir, flood and silt con- upstream from
trol. Boise.
Arrowrock Dam Irrigation storage..... On Boise River about | 3,150 | 1915 |1286,600 ]286, 600
and Reservoir. '%3 ris% upstream from
oise.
Lucky Peak Dam | Primary use, flood | On Boise River about {....... 1955 | 280,000 280, 000(?)
and Reservoir. control; secondary 9 mi upstream from
: use: irrigation; po- Boise.
tential power site.
Boise Diversion Irrigation  diversion | On Beise River about |- 1908 0+ o4
Dam. and power. ’%mj;e upstream from
oise.
Lake Lowell (reser- { Irrigationstorage, fish, | Off-river structure 9,835 | 21911 | 190,150 {%169,200
volr). and wildlife. about 6 mi south of
Caldwell; fed by
canal.
R OAY - o o oo ecemmmmmmmmmemeememememmmme—eemeeeeeesmmemes—emosoo--oss 1, 249, 950 11, 200, 000

1 The original storage capacity of Arrowrock Reservoir was 276,500 acre-feet, The dam was raised 5 feet
in 1936, giving additional starage space for 10,100 acre-feet of water.

2 Dam and reservoir construction were sufficiently advaneed for operational use in 1909.

3 Qriginal usable capacity was 177,160 acre-feet.

THE DRAINAGE PROBLEM

Many miles of drainage canals and ditches in the Boise Valley have
alleviated the drainage problem without solving it, and new drainage
works are constructed each year. The irrigated area is a maze of
interlocking drains and canals which occupy thousands of acres of
Jland that might otherwise be producing crops. Excavation of open
drains was begun in 1914 and by 1921 tl were 127

4 | M
miles of drains

1921 there were
in the valley. The number of miles currently in use is estimated to
be appreciably more than 325. Parts of the Boise Valley are organized
in drainage districts, counterparts of the irrigation districts, the costs
for which are in addition to the costs of irrigation and project develop-

nant

After 1927 the Pioneer Irrigation District established a substantial
and satisfactory drainage-well field, and some drainage wells were
drilled in the Nampa-Meridian Irrigation District. Nearly 200 wells
for drainage and irrigation have been drilled in the valley by private
initiative, but there has not been concerted, systematic, valley-wide
action on the ground-water problem.

Records of water levels in wells in the Boise Valley show that the
water table began to rise markedly about 1912, nearly reaching a
maximum ab some places within a few years (fig. 3).
general, valley-wide buildup of ground-water storage nearly reached

386771—57——2

Apparently the
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| FIGURE 3.—Rise of the water level in well 4N-4W-34bc, 1912-21.

& maximum in the middle or late 1930, shortly after most of the
irrigable area was brought under irrigation. Since then the buildup
has been less rapid, and in some localities there has been little net
change in water levels for many years (fig. 4). Nevertheless, water
levels have continued to rise gradually in some areas.
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F1GURE 4.—Water-level fluctuations and small cumulative net rise of water table in well 2N-2W-10ac1
1918-53.

' The importance of the ground water and its relation to the drainage
problem was pointed out by Steward (1919). Carter (1926) advocated
more efficient use of surface water to serve a larger area, drainage relief
by pumped wells, and use of pumped water to supplement surface
water for irrigation. He noted that beneath 125,000 acres of land in
the Boise Valley (more than one-third of the irrigated area) the water
table was less than 15 feet below the land surface and that ground
water might be pumped to relieve water shortages in drought years.
Marr! summarized some aspects of the problem and Carter? estimated
that about 40,000 acre-feet of ground water for irrigation could be
pumped annually in the Nampa-Meridian Irrigation District. A
proposal for more comprehensive water management, including pump-
ing of ground water, was prepared in 1936 by the Bureau of Reclama-

! Marr, J. C., 1936, Preliminary report on drainage requirements of Boise Valley, Idaho, with respect to
the proposed Salmon River development, Exhibit 8 in Riter, J. R., and Keimig, J. A., Boige River Investi-
gations, U. 8. Bur. Reclamation rept. (mimeographed), p. 207-212, April.

? Carter, George N., 1986, “Pumping ground water for supplemental irrigation supply, Boise Valley,”
Exhibit A in Riter, J. R., and Keimig, J. A., Boise River investigations, U. 8. Bur. Reclamation rept.
(mimeographed), p. 174-206, April.
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tion? Piper,* of the Geological Survey, proposed systematic investi-

it =t RV A &

gations of ground-water conditions. A comprehensive, valley-wide

N ] I Y J—— .-.“An:n N 1
_study of water resources, with special emphasis on the ground-water

and drainage problem, was proposed by the senior author,® also of the
Geological Survey.

THE ALTERNATE PLAN FOR THE MOUNTAIN HOME PROJECT

" The alternate plan for the Mountain Home irrigation and drainage
project, proposed by Sloan (1953), is defined, described, and given
preliminary analysis in Committee Print No. 4, House Committee on
Interior and Insular Affairs, '83d Congress (see Carr, 1953). The
Committee Print is the version of the plan upon which the analysis
in the present report is based.

The alternate plan contemplates comprehensive water management,

.including integration of drainage benefits in the Boise Valley with

development and irrigation of new land on the Mountain Home
project. Essential features of the proposal are to pump 225,000 to
300,000 acre-feet of ground water per year in the Boise Valley to drain

e 1.3 _ 1 A rnmoadtinn oor are
wet land and provide irrigation water; to pump 150,000 acre-feet of

" water yearly from the Snake River into Lake Lowell to supply irriga-

tion water to western parts of the Boise Valley; to divert 600,000
acre-feet of water annually from the Boise River system above the
Boise Diversion Dam for irrigation of divisions of the Mountain Home
project; to generate electric power at three installations. It would
include 12,000 acres in the Hillcrest division and 111,000 acres in the
Long Tom division, or about 69 percent of the net available arable
area in the Payette unit.

SURFACE-WATER UTILIZATION

A diversion dam or pumping station below Lucky Peak Reservoir
would supply 60,000 acre-feet of water annually to a main canal and
laterals serving 12,000 acres in the Hillcrest division. The remaining
71,300 acres in the Hillcrest division of the original plan would not be
irrigated. Diversion from the South Fork of the Boise River, by
essentially the same mesans as in the original plan, would provide
540,000 acre-feet of water per year to 111,000 acres in the Long Tom
division. The total volume of diversions from the Boise River system
to the Mountain Home project thus would be 600,000 acre-feet a year.

The alternate plan proposes to pump 150,000 acre-feet of water
yearly from the Snake River into Lake Lowell, in exchange for an
equal amount of Boise River water diverted to the Mountain Home

8 Riter, J. R., and Keimig, J. A., 1936, Boise River Investigations: U. S. Bur. Reclamation rept. (mimeo»
graphed), 212 p., April.
¢ Piper, A. M., 1936, Unpublished administrative report.

5‘ Nace, R. L., 1949, Unpublished administrative report.
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project. Additional water would be pumped into Lake Lowell, using
low-value electric power dunng oﬁ-pea,k power-consumption periods.
During peak periods water would be discharged by gravity back down
the penstock to generate high-value power. In addition, generating
facilities at Lucky Peak Dam would have an installed capacity of
48,000 kilowatts and a production of 235 million kilowatt-hours in a

median year. An installation on the Long Tom diversion would have
an installed capacitv of 23.000 Idlowatis and an estimafad méuc‘l}lﬁn

SRR MERESLAS LN IRVAY) Vi AU VUY ARV Y W uio

of 81 million kllowatt-hours in a -median year.

PUMPING GROUND WATER N THE BOISE VALLEY

P . . 7. P

Under the alternate plan 225,000 to 300 ,000 acre-feet of ground
water in the Boise Valley would be pumped yearly in exchange for
Boise River water diverted to the Mountain Home project. About
450 wells would be drilled at quarter-mile intervals adjacent to
existing principal canals in the valley, and water from the wells would

be pnmnpﬂ infn ﬂ"!n nnnn]q Al]r’ihg an a\;rnma,ga "x);rnr_\rly pcﬂﬁd Gf 125

days Pumpmg the wells supposedly would drain waterlogged lands
by lowering the water table'4% to 5 feet beneath 225,000 acres of land-
in the Boise Valley. Wells supposedly would have an average depth B
of 60 feet and an assumed average yield of 2 cfs, giving a total installed -
pumping capacity of 900 cfs. In years of short supply of surface’
water ground-water pumpage would be increased to as much as
300,000 acre-feet. The plan assumes that construction of new canals
Would not be necessary in the Boise Valley because pumps would dis-

charge water directly to main canals.

ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH THE ALTERNATE PLAN WOULD
OPERATE

POPULATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

The Boise Valley had about 131,000 inhabitants in 1950, or about
21 percent of the total State population. The populations of complete
counties that include parts of the valley, and the principal towns, are
shown in table 2. The basic economy of the valley is agricultural and
depends principally on the natural resources in land and water.
Farming by irrigation is done chiefly in parts of Ada, Canyon, and

Elmore Counties.
AGRICIL'TITRE AND INDIISTRY

AL L D UL ANNSY ANV AR

The irrigated area in the Boise Valley is served by several hundred
miles of canals and laterals, maintained and operated by about 14
organized irrigation districts. Smaller canal systems serve areas near
Mountain Home. Statistics (table 3) illustrate the relative importance
of agriculture in Idaho and in the principal two counties in the Boise

Valley. According to data in the ofﬁce of the Ada County assessor,
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the value of farm production in Ada and Canyon Counties in 1953
was 24 million dollars.

.
The chief industries in the area are based on agriculture and include

food packing and processmg, fertilizer manufacture, and fabrication of
farm equipment and machinery. nills, metal

i~

There are also lumber mills, me

foundries and machining plants, and related industries.

TaBLE 2.—Population growth in Ada, Canyon, and Elmore Counties, Idako, 1940
an 1050

Wiviw Loww

[Based on data published by the U. 8. Bureau of the Census]

Year
County and town ggg;‘;:
1940 1950
70, 649 40.2
34,393 3.6
1,810 23.5
764 |oeomeeoe
534 20.5
53, 597 30.8
16, i85 33.2
10, 487 44.2
1,369 26.2
585 9.5
406 4.0
313 13.0
EIMOre County. - ..o cccceccc e ccm e e mmemeem— 5, 518 8, 687 21.2
Mountain HOmMe ... .o cmccm— e 1,193 1,887 58.2
G1ennS FeITY - oo eecccc e mme e m e —cmmemmmmm e mm e 1,290 1,515 17.4

TABLE 3.— Agricultural statistics for the State of Idaho and for Ada and Canyon
Counties, 1950

[Based on data from U. 8. Census of Agriculture, 1950]

Item State of Ada Canyon
Idaho County County
Farmland (including irrigated land):
Number of farms e 40, 284 2, 503 3, 985
Aiverage size of farms_ o eeenaaas aeres.. 328.3 156.1 74.3
Value of land and buildin; -
AVerage Per aCre. - cccccccemc o cememcmme e ammene $73.01 $123.10 $231.37
] Y SN $065, 498,257 |  $48, 053, 487 $68, 484, 131
Irrigated land:
Number of irrigated farms. ..o 29, 413 2, 406 3,873
Average size of irrigated farms_.. ... ___.______ acres.. 271.3 109.7 74.9
Value of land and buildings:
AVOrRge POr 8T . . - oo coeocce e e mm e e e $83.71 $169. 90 $231.06
Total . oo , $668,026, 643 | $44,828,624 |  $67,062, 392
éivestoek Total value_. $146, 256, 660 $6, 838, 874 $8, 508, 562
rops:
Total area I GrOPS-_ -« - oo oo oo oo omeame 4,542, 454 73,103 148, 267
Valtue of CroPS - ccecce oo ceccamcmeccccmmm— e a——————- $212, 937, 881 $5,081,019 $19, 136, 364

ELECTRIC POWER

The Boise Valley is served by an extensive power-transmission sys-

tem from which only new leads or laterals would be needed to supply
new pumping facilities. The Mountain Home plateau is traversed
on the northeast by a high-tension line and is ringed by transmission
systems,
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The electric-power potential of thé Boise, Snake, and Payette:
Rivers is largely undeveloped (table 4) Low—head pla,nts of the -
TI_.1 . - I Do TN

14a0o0 IUWGJ. UU. a:b DUlbe JJIVGI'SI.UD. al Dﬂxl l)el .IJ&.U.IS ol bue DUle
River generate interruptible power from water that is not diverted =
in the New York (Main) Canal: Interruptible power is generated by
Government plants at Anderson Ranch Dam on the South Forkof
the Boise River and at Black Canyon Dam on the Payette River.

Firm (constant-rate) power is generated by plants of the Idaho Power

Co. on the Snake Rwer at Swan Falls and at the C. J. Strike Dam.

TABLE 4.—Installed capacity and production from power plants

Maand an Aata frivnichad hoe TAaha Davran 1A and oni pu rhliahad wannwta af+ha TT Q@ Niamanr Af Danlamatinnl
LU GOUU Vi UGUG1ULILIDUIVU VY ALauu L WL VU, AL ULE PP ULIOLL Uu ACPULBO UL VLU Ve e DJURLUGU VL VWAGUGUIVLL )

Production

Installed | in median

Name of dam capacity water year

(kw) (in million

kwh) .

Anderson Ranch. . e 127,000 121
BoiSe DIVersiOn . . .o memme e 1, 500 5.3
Barber Diversion. ..o o 1,050 {comomeeee e
Swan Falls. e eeam e mm——m———————————— 11,325 133.8
G, J. Strike e —————————————————————— 90, 000 734.9

Black Canyom ... oo eemm e e———mmmem———————————— 28,000 73

POt oo e e e ———————————————— 3138,875 1, 068

1 Installed capacity for generation of firm power is about 5,600 kw.
2 Ingtalled eapacity for generation of firm power is ahout 7; mn

8 Total capacity for generation of firm power is about 114, 300 kw.
WATER UTILIZATION

Irrigation exceeds all other uses of water in the Boise Valley (fig. 5;
table 5). The source of most irrigation water is the Boise River, but a
substantial amount of ground water also is used. Farm and rural
domestic water supplies are almost exclusively from wells, and public

qnnnhne far all incarnaretad tawne 1n +he anun Vallovw anﬂrn River
IJLJ‘-LUU AL CULL ALLUVUL tlvl. WULUL LUV YY LAWY VAUV AITVAOV v W-I--I-UJ AJALLUAAY RAWAL Y UL

valley, and Mountain Home plateau are ground water.

TABLE 5.— Utilization of water in the Boise Valley and Mountain Home plateau, 1953

Acre-feet per year
Type of use
Surface Ground
water water
Frrigation:
Boise Valley o e ———— 1,481,000 | 132,000
Mountain Home plateau and Snake River valley (estimated) _.ooooocoeoeeeons 25,0003 1,000~
MU DAl IS - - - e e e e ot e e oo e 2 e e 12,000
Industrial (estimated) oo e ——————m—————— <5,000 2, 000
Farm and rural domestie (estimated) . oo __ . - JRON DO, 4, 000
Total o o e e eme 1,511,000 | 151,000

SURFACE WATER

The average yearly surface-water yield from the Boise River basin
above Boise Diversion Dam during the base period was about 1,760,000
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Ground water (99.6 percent}

Surface water

FicURE 5.—Utilization of water in the Boise Valley, Idaho.

acre-feet (table 6). The greatest recorded runoff was 3,488,900
acre-feet in 1943, and the smallest was 833,400 in 1924.

The average yearly volume of irrigation diversions from the Boise
River above Notus is about 1,481,000 acre-feet. According to records

£ +h +arvrmaat
of the watermaster and unpubhshed computations by the Bureau of

Reclamation, the average volume of diversions of live water from the
Boise Diversion Dam during the base period was about 1,280,000
acre-feet per year. The term “live water” designates natural flow
in a stream. The live water and the return flow together make up the
surface water that is available. Thus, about 200,000 acre-feet of the
total that was diverted directly from the river above Notus is made up
from return flow.

Probably the total of all nonirrigation applications of surface water,
except for power generation, is less than 5,000 acrefeet of water
per year. That demand is exceeded by ungaged contributions of
small streams tributary to the Boise River. Hence this requirement
is not treated here as a draft on the yield of the river at Boise D1vers10n
Dam. ~

The yearly surface-water yield of streams on the Mountain Home
Plateau is not knowa and records of the area that is irrigated from them
are poor. The irrigated area is said to be about 10,000 acres, and the
supply of surface water is not adequate for late-season demands (U. S.
Bur. Reclamation, 1950b). The amount of surface water used for
irrigation probably does not exceed 25,000 acre-feet a year and may be
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tion in the valley of the Snake River. Little or no surface water is
£

- o mdT oo a1 IS S 1 1 - 23 11
urposes other than irrigation on the plateau or in the valley.
TaBLE 6.—Average yearly disposition of Boise River water, 1931-50, in acre-feet per

calendar year
- [Dgtasfrom U. 8. Geological-Survey.water-supply, papers and records of Boise Project Board of Control]

Return-
Natural | Diversions | Undiverted; Observed | flow (gain)
discharge | between residual residual between | Net deple-
Year at Boise Dowling natural discharge | diversion | tion above
diversion | Ranchand flow 3 past dam and Notus
dam 1 Notus 2 Notus ¢ Notus

963, 051 —57, 351 180, 600 237,361 725, 700
1, 587, 038 383, 962 816, 000 432, 038 1, 155, 000
1, 507, 552 137, 448 515, 000 377, 552 1, 130, 000
1, 160, 021 —98, 021 192, 700 290, 721 869, 300
1,441,016 105, 984 424, 900 318,916 1,122,100
1,459, 082 520,218 920, 000 399, 782 1, 059, 300
1, 286, 440 —107, 640 202, 300 309, 940 976, 500
1, 612, 190 938,210 | 1,467, 000 528, 790 1, 083, 400
1, 407, 865 -3, 865 358, 700 362, 565 1,045, 300
1,392, 232 184, 568 581, 200 396, 632 995, 600
1,482,342 —76, 342 365, 200 441, 542 1, 040, 800
1, 489, 400 196, 600 656, 100 459, 500 1, 029, 900
1,675,619 | 1,813,281 | 2,253,000 439,719 1, 235, 900
1,377,785 —89, 885 4, 600 , 485 1, 013, 300
............................... 1,611,200 | 1,493,604 117,508 625, 200 507,694 986, 600
1946 ___ 2,351,600 | 1,613,613 737,987 | 1,220,000 482, 013 1,131, 600
1947 . 1,881,400 { 1,670,991 210, 409 688, 200 477,791 1,193, 200
48 . 1,737,200 | 1,524,48 212, 718 642, 500 429, 782 1, 094, 700
1049 . ... 1,846,600 | 1,709, 066 137, 534 683, 700 546, 166 1,162, 900
Y950, . 2,080,000 | 1,764,186 315, 814 944, 300 628, 486 1, 135, 700
Total._________ . ______ 25,106,800 1 29,817,665 | 5,579,135 | 14,010,600 | 8 431 485 | 21 188 200
1,759,840 | 1,480,883 278, 957 700, 530 421, 573 1, 059, 310
1,760,000 | 1,481,000 279, 000 701, 000 422, 000 1, 059, 000

1 Sum of discharge of Boise River at Dowling Ranch near Arrowrock, and of Moore Creek near Arrowrock.
2 Includes winter diversions in New York Cansl.
3 Negative sign indicates no undiverted residual natural flow. The given amount of water was obtained
by diversion of return-flow water.
N Resgduaz]natuml flow, plus residual return flow from surface drains, plus ground-water discharge into
river channel.

GROUND WATER

The amount of ground water used for irrigation far exceeds the
combined volume of ground water used for all other purposes (fig. 5;
table 5). The estimated average pumpage and artesian flow from
irrigation and drainage wells of record in the Boise Valley is 128,000
acre-feet a year. Additional unrecorded wells, chiefly on the north
side of the river, probably discharge a few thousand acre-feet, and the
assumed aggregate discharge from drainage and irrigation wells is
130,000 to 135,000 acre-feet. Practically all the discharged water is
salvaged for irrigation. Pumping for irrigation generally is restricted
to a period of about 180 days and is largely within a period of about
120 days.

About 10,000 acres of land in the Boise Valley is irrigated wholly
with water from wells. Assuming a well-head delivery requirement of
4.0 acre-feet per acre, pumpage for this land would be 40,000 acre-feet.
The remaining 92,000 acre-feet of ground water supplements surface
water on an undetermined acreage. For the purposes of this report
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it, is assumed that the supplemental ground water serves an equivalent
area of 23,000 acres with 4.0 acre-feet of water per acre and that the

dotal aruriieral 1 inei
total equivalent and actual area served is 33,000 acres. The principal

area of ground-water pumping is in a north-south belt through the
central part of the valley (pl. 3). There are many private irrigation
wells on high lands adjacent to Lake Lowell, and many drainage
wells in the Pioneer Irrigation District and the western part of the
Nampa-Meridian Irrigation District.

A large but undetermined volume of ground water is collected in
gravity drainage ditches, and much of this water is salvaged for irri-
gation. The aggregate yield of the drains greatly exceeds that of
wells.

The municipal demand on ground water varies somewhat with the
seasons, being greatest in the summer. The amount pumped yearly
is about 12,000 acre-feet, chiefly in the Boise Valley. Figures for con-
sumptive use are not available but it seems likely that about 50 per-
cent of the water is discharged as sewage effluent to the Boise River

and to the ground through cesspools.

. £ 1

On the Mountain Home plateau only a few wells furnish water for
irrigation. The amount of water pumped probably does not exceed
700 acre-feet a year (rounded to 1,000). Littie or no ground water is
pumped for irrigation in the Snake River valley. Pumpage for mu-

‘nicipal and domestic supply is insignificant on the plateau and in the

valley.

PHYSICAL SUBDIVISIONS AND LANDFORMS

The area in which the alternate plan would operate includes.three
principal physical subdivisions: the valley of the Snake River, the
Mountain Home plateau, and the Boise Valley (pl. 1). Contrasting
aspects of the water situation in these subdivisions correlate directly

with their different landforms and geologic features. These aspects
control or influence precipitation and surface runoff, as well as ground-

water recharge, storage, and movement.
VALLEY OF THE SNAKE RIVER

Along the south side of the Mountain Home plateau the Snake River
flows northwestward in a canyon as much as 700 feet deep (see pl. 1).
Downstream the canyon diminishes in depth until at the mouth of the
Boise River, about 50 miles below Swan Falls, it passes into a bread
channel only about 100 feet below the general level of adjacent plains.
The altitude of the floor of the Snake River canyon at Swan Falls is
2,287 feet; nearby, the north wall of the canyon rises to an altitude of
about 3,000 feet. At the confluence of the Snake and Boise Rivers
the altitude along the river is about 2,200 feet and of the adjacent
plain, 2,300 feet.
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Cliffs, bluffs, and steep slopes along parts of the Snake River are

formed by several hundred feet of interbedded alluvial and lake sedi-
ments and volcanic rocks. Exiensive landslide blocks contain mate-
rials of both types. Much of the narrow floor of the valley is covered
by Recent alluvial sediments.

MOUNTAIN HOME PLATEAU

The Mountain Home plateau is a rolling upland plain, much of
which is mantled by windblown sediments. These and other sedi-
ments subdue the comparatively rough topography and local sharp
relief on the volcanic rocks which form most of the plateau The gen-
eral surface of the plateau slopes northwestward and southwestward
from an altitude of 3,200 feet near Mountain Home to an altitude of
2,700 feet near Kuna and Melba. The highest altitude on the plateau,
on the top of a volcanic cone about 5 miles northwest of Mountain
Home, is somewhat more than 3,800 feet.

The basalt flows, which are exposed in many parts of the plateau,
range in character from smoothly ro]lmg to rough and broken. A few
extinet voleanic cones rise above the general surface of the plateau,
which contains also several volcanic explosion pits. Near the moun-
tains, along the northeastern border, alluvial sand and gravel overlie
volcanic rocks adjacent to foothills and along intermittent water-
courses. In the northern part of the plateau there are extensive,
thick accumulations of compacted, poorly sorted gravel which were
deposited on a high alluvial plain in a pre-Recent stage of geologic

hmfm'v

BOISE VALLEY

The Boise Valley includes the lowland, terraces, and adjacent foot-
hill slopes along the western part of the Boise River, west of Boise
Diversion Dam. Above the dam the river and its tributaries occupy
narrow mountain canyons. The headwater reaches of small down-
stream tributaries also are in mountainous terrain.

The Boise Valley lowland is a broad alluvial plain having low relief,
a.d]acent to the Boise River. Southward, terraces form a transition
belt of low scarps and benches that rise steplike to the level of the
Mountain Home plateau. On the north and east the valley is bounded
by foothills. On the west it merges with the valley of the Snake
River.

Relief within the Boise Valley is generally low. The altitude of the
lowland plain in the vicinity of Boise is about 2,650 to 2,700 feet above
sea level. The surface of the Gowen Terrace at Gowen Field, a mile
and a half south of the Boise city limit, is at an altitude of about 2,800
feet. In the vicinity of Nampa and Caldwell local basalt ridges rise
as much as 100 to 400 feet above the bottom land. The altitude of the
valley floor at its western edge is slightly less than 2,200 feet.
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GEOLOGIC FACTORS IN THE OCCURRENCE OF WATER
The water aspects of the principal physical subdivisions and land-

£ anrananonta af tha araa A3
form components of the area differ greatly because the materials form-

ing the physical features range from highly permeable to nearly im-
permeable. Within each subdivision, also, the earth materials differ
markedly in their capacities to accept recharge and to yield ground
water,and in their susceptibility to drainage by ground-water pumping.
The geologic factors thus are a critical element in the environment of
the alternate plan, and these factors would largely determine the
feasibility of pumping exchange irrigation water at places where pump-
ing would produce adequate drainage benefits. The principal geologic
formations in the area are identified and described briefly in table 7,
which contains formation names that are in common use and a working
nomenclature for unnamed formations. The surface distribution of
the units is shown on the geologic map (pl. 2). Some formations do

not crop out at the surface in the area shown on the map but are present
nf danth

depth.

Beneath the entire area, from the mountains north of Boise south-
westward to the Owyhee Mountains, a huge basin is formed by a
troughlike, impermeable floor of consolidated ancient rocks, the
Idaho and Owyhee batholiths (table 7) and associated older rocks.
- Within this trough is a great thickness of Tertiary stream- and lake-
deposited sediments (Payette formation) and volcanic rocks (socalled
Owyhee rhyolite of Kirkham (1931c) and Columbia River basalt).
These rocks have generally low permeability but form a deep regional
artesian ground-water reservoir in which the water-bearing beds are
at depths of hundreds to perhaps thousands of feet. Resting on
- these materials is a younger group of sediments, the Idaho formation,
which is quite varied in its water-bearing properties but is somewhat
more permeable than the older sediments. The Idaho formation,
consisting chiefly of clay, silt, and sand,. is a source of moderately
deep artesian water in the Boise and Snake River valleys. On the
ancient land surface formed by the Idaho formation, streams spread
a thick sheet of rather permeable terrace gravel. Lava flows formed
- the Snake River basalt, which rests on the lower part of the gravel
at some places and is covered by the upper part of the gravel at other
places. Bagalt accumulated chiefly on the Mountain Home plateau
- and in the south-central part of the Boise Valley, only a few sheets
- extending to the southern edge of the eastern part of the valley.
The Snake River then cut a deep canyon through the basalt and
sediments, forming the present course of the Snake River. Mean-
- while the Boise Valley was formed by alternate stream erosion and
deposition, which formed terraces underlain by permeable younger
terrace gravel, and bottom land occupied by highly permeable Recent
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alluvium. Recent local basalt flows are interbedded with terrace
gravel at a few places. Thus the younger wa ter-bea.mng deposlts in
thn Dazo. .11 ~mnTiener & swvased P PR B A

the Boise vV auey OCCupy a par u_y closed basin that was eroded in the
older terrace gravel and Idaho formation.

The resulting water situation in the Boise Valley is distinctive and
in complete contrast to that in the rest of the area. Most of the
earth materials within a few hundred feet of the surface are quite
porous and permeable. They accept recharge readily and can store
and yield moderate to large amounts of water. The valley is enclosed
on the north and east by mountains, and on the south by a plateau.
On the west the valleys of the Boise and Snake Rivers intersect at
grade. Thus the Boise Valley has a closed plumbing system, some-
what leaky at depth, but with free-running outlets westward only
at the surface and at shallow depth. Under the old natural water
conditions in the valley, the water table was at shallow depth in the
bottom lands and probably not more than 100 to 200 feet deep be-

neath the terraces and lowland slopes. Under the new conditions,

created by surface-water diversion and irrigation, there has been a
large amount of artificial ground-water recharge; much water that
formerly was discharged in the river now is discharged westward
through the ground. The earth materials to the west, however, are
generally less permeable than those to the east. Hence, ground-
water levels to the east have risen high to produce enough hydraulic
gradient to move the water westward.

The water situation in the Mountain Home plateau reﬂects directly
the special geolog"xc fact that the plateau, built up largely by basalt
flows, remains but little changed from its condition when the volcanic

_eruptions ceased. The basalt is overlain in large areas by wind-
blown sand and silt, and locally by gravel deposits. All these mate-
rials are sufficiently permeable to accept readily most of the water
that is made available by the scanty rainfall. Recharge does not
build the ground water to high levels because the water drains out
rapidly at the lower end of the aquifers to the valley of the Snake
River, which functions as a ground-water drain. The deeply incised
valley literally cuts off the lower end of the plumbing system of the
plateau, leaving it open. Thus, in most of the plateau water can
be obtained from wells only at con&derable depth. Moreover, much
. of the volcanic rock and sediment has only moderate to low perme-
ability and does not yield water coplously to wells. Toward the
edge of the Snake River valley, however, where ground water from
the east and northeast is being discharged naturally, substantial
supplies of ground water can be developed at some places from
relatively shallow depths.
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CLIMATIC FACTORS
PRECIPITATION

PR P I S & Y . P a1 L. . Lo

Precipitation in the report area is highly seasonal, being heaviest
in winter and lightest in summer (table 8). The maximum prempl-
tation recorded at the Boise weather station in a single year since
1900 was 18.10 inches, in 1912; the minimum was 7.43 inches, in 1949.
The maximum precipitation in a 24-hour period was 1.51 inches, in
May 1942, and the maximum for a calendar month was 5.39 inches, in
\/Iarch 1904.

Inasmuch as precipitation is the original source of essentially all
the water supply, the total volume of precipitation is important.
The volume is estimated here on the basis of records from 9 stations
of the U. S. Weather Bureau and 17 upland stations of the U. S.
Forest Service. Records from these stations are reasonably adequate
for present purposes. The average annual precipitation at Weather

Bureau stations during the period of record (table 8) differs only
G]‘Iﬂh“]‘t')‘ 'P'r-nm +]'\n+ n-‘-‘ +}\n ]’\nae pnwu\d (+ahln 0\ Tha maoan volioeo 1 mn

(table The mean values
table 9 were used for the present report, thus reducing the preeipi-
tation and streamflow records to a common base period.

The volume of precipitation was computed on the basis of records
from 26 stations, for which the mean annual value was adjusted to
the base period (table 10). Mean values for stations at Lowman and
Anderson Ranch Dam, for which only short periods of continuous
record are available, were adjusted to the base period by double-mass
analysis (ﬁg 6). Other adjustments were made by direct ratio with
wﬁesponumg periods of record for the seven control stations included
in table 10. The adjusted precipitation values were used to construct
the isohyetal map (fig. 7), from which the area-volumes of precipitation
in table 11 were computed.

TABLE 8—Average monthly precipitation, in inches, at stations in Ada, Canyon,
and Elmore Counties, Idaho

[From published records of the U. S, Weather Bureau]

Station Jan. | Feb.|Mar.| Apr./May|June|July | Aug.| Sept. | Oct. [Nov.| Dec.| age of

Arrowrock Dam.__{2.64 {2.39 [1.93 |1.59 [1.25 [0.96 {0.40 {0.26 | 0.53 |1.24 |2.54 |2.57 | 18.30 | 191245

0186~ oo 1.33 (1.35 |1.34 {1.10 {1.09 | .84 | .18 | .21 | .46 | .94 {1.35 {1.29 | 11.48 | 1921-50
Caldwell.._______. 1.26 |1.14 |1.04 | .94 | .98 | .77 | .33 | .22 | .47 | .78 1.14 |1.14 | 10.21 | 1905-45
Glenns Ferry...... 114 .971.691.76 | .86 | .81} .31 (.12 .31|.569(1.23 | .99 8. 58 | 1918-45
Merjdian.._.______ i.42 (1.26 j1.21 (i.11 (i.i7 .87 .27 .20 .51 .98 (1.85(1.34 | 11.88 ; 1911-45
Mountain Home.__|1.18 [1.11 |1.01 | .94 | .90 | .70 | .87 | .17 | .48 .90 |1.15 |L 11 | 10.02 [11912-52
Nampa_.oooo_... 1.06 | .85 ) .84 | .98 |1.11 | .81 | .16 .20 .30 | .89 (1.03 {1.32 9. 55 1189452

i Records are intermittent.
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TABLE 9.— Precipitation, in inches, at weather stations in or near the Boise River
IN ann 10Q91__5N
178,

UaSti, LI9i—0U

{From published records ¢f the U, S. Weather Bureau]

Arrow- Moun- Ander-
Year rock | Atlanta| Boise Cald- Em- Idaho tain Low- son
Dam weil mett City Home man Ranch
Dam
14.17 17.65 9.41 7.26 7.28 18.95 5,49 | cccee]ceeces
20.01 27.44 13.09 10. 92 10. 41 22.33 1214 |o e
14.00 18.81 7.95 6. 93 6. 69 18. 64 6.86 |- oo |amaaaena
15. 60 23. 40 10. 62 8.12 8.93 18.51 6.37 Joamccmeaafmmmcman
10. 67 15.76 9.09 7.55 6.26 12. 54 6.49 | e ]accccan
17.29 28.11 9.79 8.25 8. 54 22. 95 A, 2 SN B -
19. 92 19.21 12. 60 11.82 13.15 26. 37 7.94 | oo U
23.06 25. 83 16. 40 12. 41 14.49 26.79 1072 | acccaaea .
12.25 19.15 8.08 6.30 6. 50 14. 66 4,90 |ocecceo [,
22. 46 29, 47 13.77 15.02 18. 51 26. 58 11. 59 23.53 |ocacacace
20. 91 30.76 13.81 13. 54 15. 68 21.75 12.36 26.00 | o couewa
23.32 29. 88 14. 48 14. 65 15, 57 26.71 10. 49 23.50 [aceoceeee
16. 51 28.76 9.92 11.32 11. 60 21.93 8.96 25,63 | e
15,11 |- 10. 45 9.39 11. 88 18. 50 9.43 |- 14.07
24. 81 33.46 13. 44 13.18 14.99 27.87 12.77 30.92 23.13
19. 14 32.16 Q.86 7.49 11. 68 22.47 12.07 29.38 19. 46
15.96 23. 66 10. 08 9.03 11.03 20. 37 6.21 20. 88 13.38
20. 86 32.10 11.91 12.76 15. 29 26.22 6.48 29.11 16,15
15.79 23.06 7.43 5.13 8.89 18.78 5.99 18.36 12.82
22. 91 38.06 13.99 12. 45 16. 64 26.76 10. 94 31.12 24.17
364.75 | 496.73 | 226.17 | 203.52 | 233.99 | 440.68 176.70 |accocccco)ommaeeom
18. 24 26. 14 11.31 10. 18 11.70 22.03 8.84 [ 122.00 117.81

1 Mean adjusted to base period by double-mass analysis.

TABLE 10.— Precipsiaiion at siations used for consiruction of isohyetal map of Boisé
River basin

[Figures in columns for *“years of record”” and “mean annual precipitation’ are as given in the Climatelog-
ical Records of the U.S. Weather Bureau and may represent fragmentary years of record and adjusted
normal precipitation. Those stations for which the period of record is not known could not be adjusted
to the base period and the published mean annual values were used]

Altitude | Period of | Years of | nual pre- Tosted fo
. titude eriod o ears of | nual pre- bl
Station (feet) record record | cipitation Fggrli_‘_’g)
(inches) :
(inches)
Anderson Ranch Dam__.__ o cmenen 3,882 | 1942-53__._ 12 18.93 17.81
Arrowroek Dam i o 3,238 | To 1953--. 42 18.30 18,24
Atlanta 1. .. m———eeee 6,000 |___do..__._. 37 24, 51 26. 14
Atlanta Summit.__ .. 7,590 | ()i 3 46.82 | cenceeo
Bogus Creek. ._...____. mmmmmmmmemmmmmmm——— 4,200 | 1909-30.__. 22 24,91 23. 66
Boise . e 2,842 | To 1953 __ 89 11.48 11.31
Boise King._ . e s dmeman 4,000 | 1913-20___. 7 25.75 23.17
Caldwell 1. _ e 2,372 | To1953__.. 49 10. 21 10.18
Deadwood Dam ___ .o aene 5,875 |--_do-_.-_. 24 32.87 32.87
Emmett 1 .o e mmam 2,500 |...do__._._. 47 11.45 11.70
Garden Valley_ - oot 3,147 |.._do__-_ 43 22.14 22.14
daho City 1. 3,940 |___.do___.... 50 21.48 22.03
Jackson Peak . e 7,050 | (P)occonen 4 47.92 |ocecemeao
Lake Lowell oo 2, 510 0 1958. .. 36 8.43 8.43
Little Camas._ . .o e e ccamcmeaen 5,000 | 1909-26.... 16 19.48 18. 50
cLOWImMAN . o e eeeeeman 3,870 | To 1953__. 44 22,95 22.00
Meridian. . e ee 2,607 j-._do-———_-. 43 11.68 11.68
Moore Creek Summit____ . ... 590 | (--—-—-. 2 50.93 focooaeoo
Mountain Home ! ___ . 3,164 | To 1953 __ 48 10.02 8.84
PAIMA oo 2,224 |___do____._. 31 8. 62 8. 62
Payette. .o 2,159 |___do_..__.. 60 10.87 10.87
PINB- - - - e oo 4995 |___do._____. 42 21. 48 21.48
Sheep Hill _.___. - 5,000 | 1909-30.._- 22 25,43 24.16
Trinity Lakes . .. R 7,400 | (D) ocooeen 4 B7.57 |-cocmemcaaca
Troutdale. ... - 4,375 | (2)ocecaea- 4 23,25 |cecmrecaaa
Vienns. . oo eemeeee . 8,800 | (Mocceaan- 4 49.60 | comaccaas

1 Control stations used for adjusting values of mean annual precipitation to the base period. (See fig. 8.

386771—57 3
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F1GURE 6.—Double mass plot for adjusting mean annual precipitation at two stations with short records.

Land areas in the lowland in the following table do not in all in-
stances agree with those in other tables, or with published areas.
Published data are unacceptable as a basis for computing recharge
from precipitation because the net irrigated area in the Boise Valley
substantially exceeds that reported. For example, much Boise
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River bottom land is iuiguwu or SUuuugw d an appi‘e(hublu mis-
cellaneous acreage also is irrigated by small cooperatives and by use
of ungaged waste water and ground water. In order to reach a reason-
able approximation of recharge from precipitation, gross irrigated
and nonirrigated areas, so far as they could be identified, were seg-
regated and their areas were determined by planimetric measurement
on maps.

TaBLE 11.—Estimated volume of average annual precipitation on the Boise River

basin
Precipita-
Area tion (acre-
Subdinizion (acres) feet)
Eastern upland above Boise Diversion Dam._________ 1,739,000 3,390, 000
Northern highland tributary-to Boise River below diversion dam._._ .. ...._... 109, 060 157,000
Boise Valley below diversion dam._ __ . ____ s 791,000 1708,.200
Ot e e e e e mmm e c e e mmeme e ———————— 2 2, 639, 000 4, 255, 200
Noncontributing lowland . e 430, 800 385, 100
Net contributing catchment area_ ... e 2,208,800 3,870,100
Contributing area,? east of Notus:
Irrigated lowland (includes some Black Canyon project land and area irrigated
with ground water) e 246, 400 220, 500
Nonirrigated lowland_________ e eemma 104, 600 93, 600
Lake Lowell (8.43 inches 8 Year) . o oo oo ccecmmmem— e 9, 800 6, 900
Northern highland. .o 109, 000 157,000
7 S 469, 800 478,000
Noncontributing area:
West of Notus, within ground-water divide (tributary to Boise River):
Irrigated lowland (includes some Black Canyon project lands) . . ... .. 60, 300 54, 000
Nonirrigated Yowland. oo i. 30, 600 27, 400
TTObAY. - cme e mmm e mm e mm e m e mmnn 90, 900 81,400
Area having surface drainage to Boise River but ground-water drainage to
Snake RIVer. e cmmmm—m—— e mmane 339, 300 303, 700

1 Based on median between average precipitation at Boise and Caldwell.

2 Approximate total area. Available maps inadequate for accurate determination.

3 “antzilbutmg” area is that area, and area tributary thereto, in which ground-water recovery probably
is practica!

.
The volume of precipit

estimated only very approximately from the inadequate data on pre—
cipitation. For the purpose of the estimate an eastern boundary was
chosen arbitrarily at 115°30’ west longitude (pl. 1). The rainfall-
catchment area of the plateau, including the tributary mountainous
area along the northeast, is about 750,000 acres. The estimated
average annual rainfall—the median of the amounts at Boise, near
the north margin of the plateau, and at Mountain Home, in the south-
central part——-ls 10.08 inches (rounded to 10.1). The estlmate
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TEMPERATURE

The mean annual temperature at Boise is 50.8° F. July has the

highest, and January the lowest, average monthly temperature. The

maximum temperature recorded at Boise was 109° F, in June 1940,
and the lowest was —17° F, in January 1950. The total range of
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temperature during 1921-50 was 126° F, but this complete range, of
course, never has been covered in any one year. Other pertinent

+ + 1 1
temperature data are summarized in table 12.

The average number of days between killing frosts at the Boise
weather station is 172, which is a long growing season compared to
that of most farming areas in Idaho. The average date for the last
killing frost in the spring is April 26; that for the first killing frost in
the fall is October 15.

TaBLE 12.— Average temperature, in degrees Fahrenheit, at stations in Ada, Canyon,
and Elmore Counties

[From records of the U. 8. Weather Bureau]

Mean | Years of
‘| annual | record

v/
3

. |Feb.|Mar.|Apr. May|June|July|Aug.| Sept. | Oct. Nov.

3

Station

Arrowrock Dam.___| 24.9| 30.5] 30.0| 48.7| 57.1| 64.6] 74.5| 72.6] 62.2| 50.9| 37.4| 27.6 49,21 191245

ise ..o 27.3| 34.0| 41.8] 49.9| 58.1| 65.1| 74.8| 72.5| 62.4; 52.6| 30.6| 31.0 50.8( 1921-50
Caldwell_..__..___ 28.3| 34.7| 42.8] 50.9| 57.9| 65.2| 73.5 70.3| 61.0| 52.1| 38.8| 30.4 50.5| 1905-45
Glenns Ferry. ... 29.2| 35.4| 43.9| 51.6] 59.5| 68.0 77.5 74.0| 62.8| 51.3| 39.6) 30.8 52.0| 191845
Meridian.______.._ 28.6) 34.6| 42.7| 50.4| 57.7| 65.0| 73.1| 70.7| 61.2| 51.6| 39.2| 30.6 50.4| 1911-45
Mountain Home._| 27.8| 33.4| 40.6| 48.6| 56.0] 63.3| 72.2| 69.5| 509.9| 50.3) 38.2 20.6 49.1) 1191252
Nampa........___. 20.4| 36.0| 41.9| 52.0| 58.4] 64.2| 74.5| 73.0{ 61.3| 53.4| 30.9| 32.5 51.4| 1 1894-52

1 Records are intermittent.
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The prevailing wind in the Boise area is southeast, and the average
velocity is 9.5 miles per hour. The greatest velocity recorded at Boise
was 61 miles per hour in July 1944.

Evaporation from open-water surfaces in land pans has been meas-

simnad of Avmawrack Ragarval 1 ]
ured at Arrowrock Reservoir and Lake Lowell during the growing

season (table 13). The estimated average yearly rate of evaporation,
adjusted to the reservoir water surface, is 33 inches at both stations.

Transpiration by plants is most rapid during the growing season,
though a small amount of water is transpired in other periods. The
wide range of transpiration rates for common crops in the Boise
Valley makes it difficult to determine an average rate for the enfire
irrigated area in the valley. The rate commonly assumed is 2.2 acre-
feet per acre, which is adopted here. Consumptive use of water on
the nonirrigated lowland is assumed to be 0.6 acre-foot per acre per
year. This rate may be lower than that at which native plants would
consume water if it were available during the growing season, but in
the Boise Valley a large part of the yearly precipitation falls during
the nongrowing season. At Boise, for example, the long-term average
annual precipitation is 11.48 inches (table 8). Precipitation during
the growing season, April through September, however, is only 3.88
inches, whereas precipitation during the nongrowing season, October
through March, is 7.60 inches. Although winter precipitation restores
soil moisture, the native vegetation of the lowland is largely grass,



30 THE ALTERNATE PLAN, MOUNTAIN HOME PROJECT, IDAH

and other common plains I)lanf.g that erow well where the
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total annual precipitation is no more than 6 to 8 inches.

TABLE 13.—Estimated average evaporation from open-water surfaces, Arrowrock
Reservoir and Lake Lowell

[Based on discontinudus redords for class A land pans of the U. 8. Weather Bureau. Evaporation in inches
of water; temperature in °F]

Monthly average temperature and evaporation

from land pan
Month
Arrowrock Dam 1 Lake Lowell 2
Tempera- | Evapora- | Tempera- | Evapora-
ture tion ture tion
24.9 *0 20.4 *1.0
30.5 *0 36.0 *1.5
39.0 *1.5 41.9 *2.1
48.7 3.70 52.0 *4.3
57.1 .6.39 58.4 *5.8
64.6 7.26 64. 2 6.91
75.5 10. 64 74.5 7.95
72.6 7.47 73.0 6. 86
62,2 5.80 61.3 4,97
50.9 2.41 53.4 *3.7
37.4 * 60 39.9 *2.0
27.6 *0 32.5 *1.0
Total (land pan) ..ol 47.8 | oL 48.1
Total, adjusted to reservoir water surface___._____|._..___.____ 333 332

1 Records from 1916 to 1948 for season April through October.

2 Records from 1916 to 1925 for season June through September. Temperature record is for Nampa.

3 Adjusted by multiplying land-pan total times 0.69. (See Follansbee, 1934.) ‘

* Estimated by graphic comparison with records from stations at climatically similar locations in south-
western United States.

The vegetative cover on the eastern upland is not homogeneous,
and the average rate of consumptive use of water is here assumed to
be 0.9 acre-foot per acre per year. Fully forested areas consume con-
siderably more moisture, but proportionately little of the area is fully

P ] o~ o o~ o o

forested. Substantial areas are occupied by upland shrubs, and much
of the region is grassland. An average consumptive rate of 0.9 acre-
foot per acre per year is believed to be reasonable.

Consumptive use of precipitation on the northern highland is as-
sumed to average 0.6 acre-foot per acre per year. Most of the area is
occupied by native grass and upland shrubs. Much of the soil is
coarse and permeable, having alower capacity toretain moisture than the
lowland soil. Inasmuch as there is little surface runoff, it is believed that
a substantial portion of precipitation percolates below the root zone
and recharges ground water.

TOPOGRAPHIC FACTORS INFLUENCING WATER SUPPLY

The chief topographic factors that influence water supply are alti-
tude and relief. Other things being equal, precipitation at higher alti-

: 4 i 1
tudes is greater than at lower altitudes, as is illustrated by records

from weather stations in the Boise River basin (fig. 8). The influence
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of relief and landforms on precipitation, on the other hand, is illus-
trated by weather records for Mountain Home, on the plateau, and
for the Arrowrock station, which is in a rugged mountain valley.
The altitude at Arrowrock is only 74 feet hlgher than at Mountain
Home, but precipitation at Arrowrock is nearly double that at Moun-
tain Home.

In the Boise River basin the range of altitude in the lowland is from
about 2,200 to 3,000 feet, but the mountainous watershed rises to
altitudes as high as 8,000 feet. As is generally the case, air masses
moving over the flat lowlands and plateau precipitate relatively little
moisture. The air masses are forced to rise, however, where -they

e L oo . . . :
pass over foothills and mountains. The rising air is cooled, causing

condensation of moisture and precipitation in the foothills and moun-
tains. For these reasons precipitation in the Boise Valley is low, but
precipitation in the eastern upland is much greater. Thus the original
source of most runoff in the Boise River is precipitation at altitudes
above 3,000 feet in the eastern upland.

Surface altitudes in the Mountain Home plateau range from 2,200
to 3, 99 'l—'nni- and I‘ehef &t most nlacas 18 ]nW ATP macses that move
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eastward over the plateau do not rise sharply until they are east of
it, and the plateau therefore r celves little eclpxtatlon
R Mha vralicf Af +tha Jand crinfa U « R -1,... PRy
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of runoff and the amount of water that percolates into the ground.
The steep mountain slopes in the eastern upland are conducive to
rapid runoff and small infiltration. The relatively low relief in the
Boise Valley and on the Mountain Home plateau, however, favors
slower runoff and more infiltration. Depressions without surface
drainage are common on the plateau, and local surface runoff into
these is dissipated by evaporation and infiltration.

In areas where recharge of ground water is by downward percolation
to a homogeneous aquifer, the configuration of the water table tends
to be a subdued replica of that of the land surface. Commonly,
however, the rate of downward percolation is not uniform through a
large area; also, there are both horizontal and vertical variations in
the porosity and permeability of aquifers, so that the configuration of

Cs
the water table at many places is quite complex. In general, within a

limited area, the hlgher the land-surface altitude the greater the depth
to water, but this direct relation is modified by other factors (fig. 9).
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FIGURE 9.—QGeneralized cross section south of Boise River at Boise, showing relation of water table to land
surface in summer of 1953.

The Broadway terrace in the Boise Valley is about 60 feet lower than
the Whitney terrace, but the depth to water beneath each is about 5 to
15 feet. The ground water beneath the terraces is influenced strongly
by subsurface geologic factors and by rapid Iocal recharge, but the
influence of topography seemingly is shown by the southward rise of
the water table toward the Sunrise terrace and the ground-water
divide. Farther south, however, the water table drops beneath the
plateau, though the land-surface continues to rise. Recharge in the
plateau is not sufficient to maintain there the near-surface water level
that exists in the Boise Valley. The depth to water in the Boise
Valley and the valley of the Snake River, where recharge is abundant,
is generally less than 50 feet (pl. 4), whereas the depth to water
beneath much of the Mountain Home plateau, an area of small
recharge, is several hundred feet.
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WATER MANAGEMENT

The discharge characteristics of the Boise and Snake Rivers are
influenced by storage, diversion, flood-control, and power-generation
dams and by return flow of water from irrigated areas. The flow of
many tributaries, including ephemeral streams, also is regulated.
Modification of the regimen of surface streams has a less obvious
counterpart in modification of the ground-water regimen. Irrigation
in the Boise Valley caused changes in the ground-water regimen by
increasing the amount of ground-water recharge and storage. The
water table at some places near Lake Lowell, for example, has risen
about 140 feet since the completion of the reservoir in 1911. The
cycle of annual rise and fall of the water table also has been altered.
The highest water levels in a natural regimen ordinarily would occur
in the late spring, immediately after the time of greatest natural
recharge. In the existing regimen the annual peak occurs near the
end of the irrigation season (fig. 10).
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FI1GURE 10,—Comparisit of total monthly precipitation at Boise Airport with water-level fluctustions in
well 3N-1E-5aal during 1953.

The rise of ground-water levels has been accompanied by an increase
in ground-water discharge to the Boise River, further changing the
regimen of that stream. Withdrawal of ground water through wells
and surface drains also affects the ground-water and surface-water
regimens. Inasmuch as additional wells and drainage works are con-
structed each year, alteration of the regimen is continuous, and an
equilibrium among ground-water recharge, storage, and discharge
never has been reached since irrigation began. Heavy pumping of
ground water in the Boise Valley under the alternate plan for the
Mountain Home project would be an additional disturbing influence,
and many years might be required to reach equilibrium. Application
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of water on the Hillcrest division would materially alter the regimen of
that area by increasing ground-water recharge and probably by
causing new zones of ground-water discharge to develop along terraces
adjacent to that division at the southern edge of the Boise Valley. A
change in the amount of Boise River water that is applied for irrigation
and exporting of river water from the basin, as proposed in the
alternate plan, also would alter materially the river and ground-water

regimens.
GENERAL WATER-SUPPLY PATTERNS

The water-supply patterns in each of the three subdivisions, Boise
Valley, Mountain Home plateau, and Snake River valley, are dis-
tinctive and characteristic. Water utilization under the alternate
plan, to be effective, would have to be designed within the limitations
imposed by the existing supply patterns, especially in the Boise Valley.

VALLEY OF THE SNAKE RIVER

The Snake is one of the most thoroughly regulated rivers in North
America. A series of storage and hydropower reservoirs and irrigation
diversions on the river for several hundred miles above Swan Falls
regulates the river so thoroughly that during some dry seasons the
flow past the Mountain Home plateau is derived chiefly from large
springs a few miles above Glenns Ferry. The river has but few

AVRATY T E cod =

perennial tributaries in the reach here discussed, and the surface
increment from these and many intermittent tributary creeks, chiefly
on the south side of the river, is relatively small. On the north side
the only perennial tributaries are very short ones, fed by minor springs
in the canyon walls and slopes. The average calendar-year annual
discharge of the Snake River at Swan Falls during the base period
was 7,164,000 acre-feet. There are no gaging stations on the river
between Swan Falls and Weiser, Idaho, about 100 miles downstream,
and there are few records for local tributaries, so that gains in
the river reach adjoining the Mountain Home plateau cannot be
segregated.

Ground water in the Snake River valley has not been studied.
Small supplies are obtained locally from shallow aquifers. Deep
wells in lake beds at several localities tap warm artesian water, but
the potential of this source has not been explored. In the canyon
and valley slopes there are a few small springs, and locally wells have
tapped rather large supplies of ground water in basalt aquifers. This
water is believed to be recharged chiefly by local irrigation.

MOUNTAIN HOME PLATEAU

The Mountain Home plateau lacks perennial streams. Several
small mountain-fed streams, such as Long Tom Creek, extend for
short distances onto the northeastern part of the plateau, where the
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flow terminates because upland discharge is too small to maintain
the streams across the plateau. Most precipitation on the plateau
becomes soil moisture, and perennial runoff is neglibible. Rattlesnake

and Canyon Creeks ﬂow mtermltbently southwestward to the Snake

River across the southeastern part of the plateau. Tenmile and

Indian Creeks flow intermittently northwestward to the Boise Valley
across the northern part of the plateau. The discharge volume of
these creeks on the plateau is not known. Most precipitation that
is not absorbed as soil moisture percolates through permeable ma-
terials and becomes ground-water recharge.

Ground water in the plateau has not been studied. Available

P n n
information indicates that in much of the plateau the depth to water-

bearing materials is great, ranging from a few hundred feet to nearly
1,000 feet. There seems to be artesian pressure at some places but
water does not rise in wells more than a few score or hundreds of
feet above the level at which it is tapped. Pumping lifts therefore
generally are high. Locally, as in the vicinity of Mountain Home,

there is an appreciable amount of perched ground water in shallow
arawal antnifara Mhia watar 1@ racharoad }\TT nnr]nrﬂnw frnm 9(]19(’91’]1’
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mountain slopes and by losses from 1rr1gat10n water that is obtamed
from local streams. Natural aiscnarge of ground water from the
plateau is through springs and seeps in the valley of the Snake River.
The contribution, however, is such a small percentage of the total
flow of the Snake River that the increment probably could not be

detected by ordinary stream-gaging methods.
The pnerennial qnhn]v of crrnnnﬂ water in the ‘n]ﬁfPﬂ'l] 18 adequate
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for farm and rural domestlc supply, and for local irrigation develop—
ments. The high pumping lifts and expense of deep-well drilling,
however, would be an important factor to homesteaders on reclama-
- tion farms.
BOISE VALLEY

The Boise Valley is the gathering ground for water collected in a
catchment area several times its own size. The factors that influence
the occurrence of water in the valley—geology, climate, topography,
and water management—all favor a large perennial surface-water
supply, a large volume of ground water in storage, and a large volume
of perennial ground-water recharge and discharge. Moreover,
aquifiers at relatively shallow depth yield water copiously, at low
pumping heads, to wells of comparatively simple design. Neverthe-
less there is considerable local variation in the capacity of aquifers
to yield water and in the susceptibility of shallow saturated zones to
drainage by pumping. The pattern of these variations, in relation
to the patterns of water demand, water availabi]ity, and drainage
needs is a decisive element in the Ieasmlm)y of the alternate ‘p ian.
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With Anderson Ranch Dam and T-nnlrv Posl Dam nnmn]nfnﬂ
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substantial regulatlon of the Boise River after 1955 is assured In
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capacity is 709,000 acre-feet according to records of the Bureau of
Reclamation in 1954, and the gross capacity of Lucky Peak reservoir
is 280,000 acre-feet. During future operation it is expected that space
in all reservoirs will be used jointly for irrigation, flood control, and
power generation.

During the base period the average yearly discharge of water by
the Boise River to the head of the Boise Valley was 1,760,000 acre-
feet (table 6); the average diversion of live water at Boise Diversion
Dam was 1,280,000 acre-feet, or nearly 73 percent of the total dis-
charge (Bureau of Reclamation records, 1954). About 201,000 acre-
feet of live and return water was diverted from the river between the
diversion dam and the Notus gaging station, so that the average

recorded diversion from the river was 1,481,000 acre-feet (table 6),

anmivalant +a QA navnanant Af tha +adal e n‘uwn‘qnmnn MTha n]‘\nn‘r-t'rnt:l
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residual diseharge past Notus was 701,000 acre-feet.

Lands in the irrigation districts are served by a complicated net-
work of canals (pl. 3) and an equally complex net of drainage ditches.
The drains acquire surface waste and effluent ground water, and much
of this is diverted and reused. The lower reaches of Tenmile and
Indian Creeks function as drains for waste irrigation water and effluent
ground water. Discharge records for the drains are available for the
months of April to September; a small amount of natural runoff is
included in the reeords.

Available estimates from the Bureau of Reclamation (1954) of
water-diversion requirements and duty of water indicate the following:
(1) the recorded average diversion of 1,280,000 acre-feet of live water _
does not represent a full supply of water for all irrigated land. (2)
About 1,400,000 acre-feet of live water, plus return-flow diversions,
would be a full supply. (3) In recent years of ample water supply,
live-water diversions have approached the full requirement; the total
volume of diversions, including live and return water from the Boise
River, plus recorded diversions directly from drains, has exceeded
1,800,000 acre-feet per year; unrecorded mass return directly into
canals and laterals probably raises the gross volume to at least
2,000,000 acre-feet. (4) The average net diversion requirement from
all sources for a full supply of water is not less than 5.8 acre-feet per
acre, and probably is about 6.0. These and related data were the
basis for original-plan estimates of water requirements for the Payette
unit, Mountain Home project.

Based on the above data, the average duty of various classes of
water for the entire irrigated area of 340,000 acres has been computed
(table 14).
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TasLE 14.—Duty of surface waler for irrigation in Boise Valley

1
Class of water Amount | OtV
(aere-tt/yr) | goreiyr)
Live water:
Recorded diversions (base period) . - o 1, 280, 000 3.8
Full supply, base period (also for current operation) . ... _____ 1, 400, 000 4.1
Mixed water (live plus return):
Recorded diversions from river above Notus (base period)_ . ....___________ 1, 481, 000 4,4
Total recorded diversions from river and from drains (years of ample water
e oo oo| 1,800,000+ 5.3
Total recorded diversions, plus unmeasured mass return o canais and iaterais
(estimated; years of ample water SUPPIY) - oo oo commmce e 2, 080; 000 5.9

1 Computed on bacis of 340,000 acres. No allowance is made for supplemental ground-water supply which
is sufficient for an equivalent area of 23,000 acres (see p. 17). Much of the pumped ground water goes into
drains and laterals and probably is included in the recorded diversions.

The preceding discussion does not take into account the contribu-
tion of live water from small Boise River tributaries west of Boise
Diversion Dam. The supply from them is not accurately known but
is a negligible percentage of the total surface supply. Most of the

durrine tha irrication caacnn ic divertad hefore it reachoc
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the Boise River.

A substantial percentage of land in the Boise Valley requires drain-
age. Data on the acreage involved are fragmentary, but the map
(pl. 4) showing the depth to water in the Boise Valley in 1953 suggests
the magnitude of the problem. In general, where the depth to water
is less than 10 feet there is potential danger because, in fine-grained
soil, the capillary fringe may reach to or near the surface or a period
of rising water levels may bring the water table dangerously high.
The depth to water is less than 10 feet in about 100,000 acres south
of the Boise River, or about 29 percent of the irrigated area. The
Pioneer and Nampa-Meridian Irrigation Districts probably contain
the largest proportion of damaged or threatened land. In the Pioneer
district about 19,000 acres out of 34,500 (55 percent) requires drainage.
Generally satisfactory results have been obtained by pumping wells.
In the Nampa-Meridian district about 29,000 acres, or 36 percent of
its total area, needs drainage. The district has a very active drainage
program, including both wells and gravity drains.

Many wells are present already in the Boise Valley within the area
of potential heavy draft under the alternate plan (pl. 3). In parts of
this area the most prolific aquifers are artesian, but nonartesian water
also is the cause of much waterlogging. Existing wells in the valley
annually withdraw nearly 150,000 acre-feet of artesian and non-
artesian water, including 132,000 acre-feet that is used for irrigation.
Many of these wells, and thousands of farm and domestic wells, are
constructed and operated on the basis of a very shallow water table
or high artesian-pressure surface. Great lowering of water levels and
artesian pressures, caused by a concentrated heavy draft on ground



water under the alternate plan, would affect existing use of ground
water, and that effect would have to be considered.

Most existing water wells are in the central part of the valley, in
a wide belt extending northward from Lake Lowell to Nampa and
Caldwell, thence across the river to Notus and Parma (pl. 3). Impor-
tant groups of wells occur also around Meridian, Eagle, and Boise,
and there are many wells west of Nampa and Caldwell.

The alternate plan proposes to pump replacement g,luuuu water
only on the south side of the Boise River. Diverted river water,
however, is divided between the north and south sides and about 17
percent (58,000 acres) of the irrigated land is on the north. Pre-
sumably about 17 percent of the diverted surface water goes to the
north and roughly the same percentage of ground-water recharge
from irrigation occurs on the north side. Moreover, an undetermined
large percentage of the north-side lands needs drainage. Water in
major drains, such as Elijah drain, is gathered south of the river and
diverted across to serve land on the north. Further, some of the
water pumped from drainage wells in the Pioneer Irrigation District
is discharged to canals that carry water to downstream irrigation
districts.

Such is the pattern of water supply and water use which the alter-

“am o d —ra n
nate plan proposes to modify by exporting 34 percent of the total

live water in the Boise River basin, by importing replacement water
from the Snake River, and by pumping from the ground twice the
amount of water that already is being obtained from wells. These
modifications obviously would be substantial and bold.

TOTAL WATER SUPPLY

The total water supply of an area consists of all the surface water
and all the ground water. The available supply is the portion of the
total that can be recovered before it passes from the area. The
usable supply is the amount that can be economically recovered and
used. Among irrigators “usable’” has the connotation of being eco-
nomically divertible and usable for irrigation. However, water that
is unusable for irrigation may be available and potentially usable for
industrial and other purposes. Inasmuch as some water may be

used and reused several times before it leaves the basin, each reuse
maxr ]r\n troatad ac an addition fn f"\P fnf;ﬂ 'IIQH.h]P quT)l’)]V Tn this
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report the word ‘“‘usable’” means accessible and dlvertlble for any use,
and the total is called the effective potentially usable supply.

The alternate plan is concerned directly only with irrigation, drain-
age, and power, but industrial development is a necessary part of the
economy and also is dependent on the water supply. Inasmuch as
practically the entire yield of surface water in the Boise Valley that
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18 usable for irrication alreadv is beine used. the success of the alter:
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nate plan would depend upon the availability of a total water supply
sufficiently pu‘muf‘t‘u to allow export of 600,000 acre-feet of water
yearly. An estimate of the total supply for the Boise Valley follows;
the Snake River supply is not discussed because obviously it far ex-
ceeds the maximum draft that would be imposed on it under the

alternate plan; the relatively insignificant surface-water supply on
the Mountain Home plateau has little bearine on the water-exchange
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problem and there is no provision in the alternate plan for pumping
ground water for irrigation on the plateau. The ground-water supply
on the plateau is adequate for farm and domestic supply on new lands.

SURFACE WATER
USABLE SUPPLY

The average surface-water yield of the Boise River basin above
Boise Diversion Dam during the base period was 1,760,000 acre-feet.
a year (table 6). About 480,000 acre-feet of live water was spilled
past Boise Diversion Dam. Part of that spill served downstream
river rights and part was unused winter flow. Not all the spill, there-

fore, was surplus that would have been usable for irrigation. The

™ A +ha + £ + 1A
usable surplus of river water depends on the timing of natural flow

and on reservoir and diversion operations. According to Bureau of
Reclamation reservoir-operation studies, the average surplus usabie
for irrigation during the base period was 365,000 acre-feet a year.
The figure, 330,000 acre-feet, which has been published (U. S. Bur;
Reclamation, 1950b), was based on older operation studies for the
period 1922 through 1946. ;

Evidently, the average upstream surplus is more than adequate to
meet the alternate—plan demand for 225,000 acre-feet of surplus
Boise River water (to which would be added 375,000 acre-feet of non-
surplus water, to be replaced as described). The average surplus at
Boise Diversion Dam, however, does not necessarily indicate an
adequate surplus in the South Fork of the Boise River at the point

where diversion to the Mountain Home project would be made.
This would be penpmn"v true in vears of low flow. Moreover, in 6 of

111 Louitl Ve o TS va el 232 TRis Vs AVALLOUYOL, 22 U
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the 20 years from 1931 through 1950, the volume of recorded diversions
from the Boise River above Notus exceeded the flow at Boise Diver-
sion Dam in amounts ranging from 3,865 to 107,640 acre-feet. In
those years there was little or no surplus river water above Bmsé
Diversion Dam.

During the base period the average residual discharge of the river
past Notus was 701,000 acre-feet (table 6). Nevertheless, in many or
most years, there was a reach of the river between Eagle Island and the

N wh +ha 3
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the dlscharge past Notusis surface return and dlscha.rged ground Water.
Records of inflow, and of rediversion and reuse of water from drains,
are incomplete a,nd the quality of some records is poor. The live
discharge of small tributary streams between Boise Diversion Dam
and Notus also is poorly documented. Thus the water budget for

the valley cannot be accurately balanced. Using river records for the
base period only, the apparent average net gain of water in the river

ST UV diay y UalT upsproua DALY viiagnt 2200 UL 111 LIIC 8

above Notus was 422,000 acre-feet a year (ta,ble 6). Assuming that all
water in the river above Notus is potentially usable, the average
potentially usable supply in the river above Notus is 2,182,000 acre-
feet (recorded diversions of 1,481,000 acre-feet plus residual flow of
701,000 acre-feet past Notus).

The residual flow of water past Notus includes a small amount of
Live water from small tributary streams. Runoff in Cottonwood Creek
was 2 380 acre-feet in 1940 and 1,680 acre-feet in 1941. A tributary

Ul .!le Ul GUJ& leLdUd 4,200 acCr U-fout fl. Ol Dcucuxb?/}' 191 1 uG \v’I?uy 1 01 0

The total runoff of north-side tributaries may be on the order of 10,000
to 15,000 acre-feet a year, largely during seasons when the water is
not usable for irrigation.

Most of the water supply above Notus is available for use because
very little water is needed in the river channel to dilute industrial
and sewage waste. The Boise sewage-treatment plant is a large source
of sanitary waste, but effluent from this plant is virtually innocuous.
(Clare, H. C., Idaho State Department of Public Health, oral com-
munication, 1954) At Caldwell and vmuuuy untreated sewage and
industrial waste require dilution with river water. The minimum
desirable river flow has not been determined but depletion of the

flow at or below Caldwell might create a health hazard.
SURFACE-WATER DEPLETION

" The estimated average consumptive use of water by irrigated crops
in the Boise Valley is 2.2 feet a year, of which about 0.4 foot is soil
moisture supplied by direct precipitation, and about 1.8 feet is diverted
surface water. The ratio between consumed precipitation and con-
sumed irrigation water varies from year to year, depending on the
weather and on the relative patterns of irrigation ard prec1p1tat10n
Accurate values for the ratio are not available but, so far as is apparent

from published data, the assumed total consumptive use of 2.2 feet

is reasonably accurate. The principal importance to this report of
the volumes of precipitation and irrigation water that are consumed
is for the related computation of the volumes of ground-water recharge
by unconsumed portions of the water (see p. 41-47). If it is desired
to assume a ratio different from 0.4 to 1.8, the computations can be



ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH ALTERNATE PLAN WOULD OPERATE 41

adjusted readily. In any event, the total volume of potential ground-

water recharge from precipitation and irrigation is the same, regard-
legs of the mfm g0 long as the total consumptive-use requirement of
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crops is bemg met

Farm delivery of surface water in the Boise Valley ranges from about
4.0 to 4.5 acre-feet per acre. The area under surface-water irrigation
is 340,000 acres, but supplemental ground water from wells is suffi-
cient to supply the equivalent of 23,000 acres (see p. 17). The net
area dependent on surface water thus is 317,000 acres, on which the
estimated consumptive use is about 571,000 acre-feet a year.

The estimated rate of evaporation from Lake Lowell is 33 inches a
year (table 13), of which 8.43 inches is available from precipitation;
the remainder is Boise River water. The volume of evaporation
from 9,835 acres of lake surface is about 27,000 acre-feet, of which
6,900 acre-feet is from precipitation and 20,100 acre-feet is Boise
River water. The computed net consumptive depletion of surface
water thus is 590,700 acre-feet.

The observed net depletion of Boise River water above Notus is

1 NEO NN an 1 1
1,059,000 acre-feet. The actual net depletion probably is somewhat

greater because outflow at Notus includes flood and storm runoff from
small tributary creeks whose contributions are not gaged. Inasmuch
as live-water contributions by these streams may be appreciable,
depletion of Boise River water above Notus is here assumed to be
1,070,000 acre-feet a year.

GROUND WATER

The perennial yield of ground water in the Boise Valley can be
approximated roughly from precipitation and streamflow records,
consumptive—use requirements, water-bearing characteristics of geo-

ooty mmaadantal manllaniting af tha 1anal hodralaoiae avala and ahear_
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vational ground-water data.

WATER FROM THE EASTERN UPLAND

About 70 percent of the Boise River basin is above an altitude of
3,000 feet. Precipitation on the upland is relatively heavy, chiefly
as snow; there most of the water supply of the Boise Valley originates.
Precipitation on the eastern upland above Boise Diversion Dam is
largely on steep mountain slopes formed by granitic rocks of the
Idaho batholith and local volcanic rocks. These rocks store and
transmit relatively little water, owing to their low porosity and
permeability. The mountain soils are mostly thin and coarse, holding
only moderate amounts of soil moisture, so most snow melt runs off
rapidly into the valleys. Some valleys contain a fairly large quantity

386771 —57——4
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he Water is fed gradually into streams.
At the junction of Moore Creek and the Boise River, about 5 miles
below Arrowrock Dam, practically all the water from the mountainous
eastern upland is funneled into a narrow valley that is bounded on
either side by granitic and volcanic rocks. These rocks form a nearly
impermeable floor beneath accumulations of permeable alluvium, and
most of the water originating in the eastern upland apparently is at
the surface in the river channel from the vicinity of the mouth of
Moore Creek to Boise Diversion Dam. Ground-water underflow
probably is relatively small, owing to the small cross-sectional area of
saturated permeable alluvium. Below the dam the river debouches
onto the floor of the Boise Valley.

The amount of water that leaves the mountains as ground-water
underflow can be computed approximately from available precipita-
tion and runoff data and consumptive-use estimates. That is, pre-
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discharge equals ground-water recharge and underflow. A rough com-
putation (table 15) indicates a theoretical water yield of 1,795,000
acre-feet, which is 35,000 acre-feet greater than the measured surface
discharge in the Boise River. The excess, equivalent to an average
continuous flow of about 48 cfs, apparently is ground-water underflow
in the vicinity of Boise Diversion Dam and through the highland
north of the dam. Rocks in the vicinity of the dam do not seem to
be capable of transmitting a large quantity of water. Substantial
westward flow through the northern highland seems unlikely, and no
area is known where a large amount of water could escape by under-
flow. The apparent small discharge from the eastern upland, there-
fore, is consonant with observable hydrologic characteristics of the
rocks and sediments through which the water must pass. Owing to
the approximate nature of the computations in this report, the ap-
parent rate of ground-water discharge—48 cfs—has no factual stand-
ing. It serves chiefly to indicate the general order of magnitude of
ground-water underflow. Although the volume of water concerned
is relatively small, it would be adequate for the farm-delivery require-
ment of nearly 9,000 acres of land and therefore is of significant concern
to the alternate plan.

¢ After this report was completed constriiction of Lucky Peak Dam advanced sufficiently to allow partial
operation. At peak stage, water in the reservoir rises a few feet on the downstream face of Arrowrock Dam;
backwater also extends a few miles up the valley of Moore Creek. Much of the stream-valley areas here
described are submerged during parts of the year. Owing to the geologic nature of the valleys, the im-

pounding of water does not materially alter the substance of this paragraph.
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TABLE 15.— Estimated disposition of precipitation on Boise River Basin

[Area-volume of precipitation from table 11]

Volume
of water
- Area and disposition (acre-ft)
Eastern upland:
Evapotranspiration (estimated average rate, 0.9 ft) oo 1, 558, 300
Consumed on farms and exported from basin. oo oo e 15, 000
Evaporation, Anderson Ranch and Arrowrock Reservoirs (estimated rate, 2.75 ft) ccema—aeo—- 21, 700

Total consumed - - e m e
Total precipitation .o
Unconsumed residual (theoretic total water yield). ..
Surface-water yield (runoff at Boise Diversion Dam)..
Apparent ground-water underflow .-

Northern highland:
Total PrecipItabioN o e oo mm oo
Consumed by native vegetation (assumed 0.6 £t) .o
Runoff (@ssumed) oo o mm e m——mmmemm—memo oo
Residual, available for ground-water recharge in highland..__ .- S 80,
Lowland ground-water recharge from highland runoff- o oo oo 5
Total recharge contributed by highland___ e 86,100
Boise Valley:
Contributing area:
Total precipitation . oo mem oo mmmmmee— oo
Consumptive use:
Trrigated 1and .o
Nonirrigated land . e
Evaporation, Lake Lowell (8.43 in. a year)
Total consumpPtive WS o e
Residual (potential ground-water recharge) - - e oo oo coommommeocemee-
Noneontributing area:

Area where ground water is tributary to Boise River:

Total precipitation . e dmmmmmmm e —memom—mmmooomeoooe - 81, 400
Consumptive use:

Trrigated 1anG_ ..o mm oo omm—meomoee 24100

Nonirrigated land .o 18, 400

Total CONSUMPEIVE TS e oo o ccm e memmmmm m = mmm oo mm —m e 42, 500

Residual (potential ground-water recharge) . ... oo oo 38, 900

Area where ground water is tributary to Snake River:
Total precipitation: disposed as runoff, recharge, and consumptive use .- ------.-- 303, 700

WATER FROM THE NORTHERN HIGHLAND

The ares of foothills and mountains north of the Boise Valley is
mostly above an altitude of 3,000 feet, but surface runoff is small,
occurring chiefly as flash discharge after heavy rainstorms and rapid
snow melting. Topographic influence on precipitation and geologic
influence on runoff are evident. In the northern highland the rate of
precipitation is less than in the eastern upland but appreciably
greater than in the Boise Valley. The foothills are not forested,
indicating that the amount of precipitation available as soil moisture
is less than that required for forest survival. Heavy snow cover
accumulates in winter on the higher ridges, which are partly forested
and contain typical small mountain creeks. Small springs and seeps
occur in the foothills.

Permeable beds of the Idaho formation compose most of the foot-
hills in the northern highland, where they overlap the Idaho batholith.
The sediments as a whole are coarser toward the batholith, containing
many beds of gravel and coarse sand. These geologic features
decisively influence the runoff characteristics of the area. The foothill
sediments absorb most precipitated water except during heavy rain-
storms. Small streams that drain the higher mountains lose water
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rapidly in the foothill sediments, especially in the coarser zones near
the batholith. Water not needed to restore soil moisture percolates
downward and becomes stored ground water, some reaching the Boise
Valley in shallow aquifers, and some entering artesian aquifers and
migrating to the valley at considerable depth.

Ground-water underflow from the northern highland reaches the
Boise Valley far enough east to be practicably recoverable in the
lowland. The contributing highland area is about 109,000 acres, on
which the estimated volume of precipitation is about 157,000 acre-feet
a year (table 11). The estimated disposition of this water has been

shown in table 15.
RECHARGE FROM LOWLAND PRECIPITATION

Natural surface runoff in the Boise Valley is small, and most
precipitation on the lowland enters the ground, where part of it
restores soil moisture and part becomes ground water. The estimated
disposition of precipitation shown in table 15 applies to the entire
Boise Valley, including the part of the Black Canyon irrigation project
that is within the Boise Valley ground-water basin, but which is
irrigated with imported Payette River water. The area that con-
tributes ground water that would be practicably recoverable from
wells or drains east of Notus is segregated in table 15 from other areas.

Within the contributing area actual exchange of ground water for
surface water under the alternate plan probably would be largely in
an area east of Notus (fig. 11), for reasons that are discussed later in
this report. That area, herein called the exchange area, includes about
233,700 acres, lying both north and south of the Boise River. The
disposition of precipitation in the exchange area is estimated below,
assuming that 0.6 foot of water is consumed on nonirrigated lowland
and that all but 0.4 foot of the consumptive requirement on irrigated
land is met by irrigation water.

Ares Precipita- | Consump-
(acres) tion tive use
(acre-ft) (acre-it)
Irrigation area (water from ail SOUrees)-— ... oooo____.___ 218, 800 195, 800 87, 500
Nonirrigated area._...._._______________________"TTTTTmmTTmmTmmRTT 14, 900 13,300 8, 900
) Y 233, 700 209, 100 96, 400
Net potential recharge (rounded) ... o oo 113, 000

The summation shows that the net potential recharge from precipi-
tation within the exchange area is about half the supposed minimum
ground-water pumping requirement of the alternate plan. The
amount of actual recharge from precipitation, unfortunately, is not
known. Recharge is not areally uniform in the lowland because local
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areas of saturated soil and impermeable soil reject recharge and allow
local runoff. Much local runoff, however, reaches areas where

RECHARGE FROM IRRIGATION

Water stored in surface reservoirs, which otherwise would run out
of the basin, contributes to recharge of ground-water reservoirs
during irrigation. Irrigation increases the amount of land in contact
with potential-recharge water, and relieves the consumptive-use
demand on precipitation, thus increasing potential recharge from
precipitation. Diverted surface water that becomes ground water
has been counted once already as part of the surface-water supply
of the Boise Valley. The recharge water, nevertheless, is available for
reuse and is a part of the usable effective total water supply. The
recharge water, therefore, is treated as a basic supply.

A qualitative deduction about the volume of recharge from irriga-
tion may be made on the basis of water-level fluctuations in wells.
Recharge from precipitation causes water levels in shallow wells to
rise shortly after heavy rainfall or rapid snow melting. In the Boise
Valley the effects of precipitation are largely masked by water-level
fluctuations induced by recharge from irrigation. The well repre-
sented by the hydrograph in figure 10 is 2 miles northeast of Meridian
in the heart of the irrigation district. The water level reached a
peak in mid-September 1953. Without recharge from irrigation the
peak would be expected in the spring, but at that time the water
table still was on the downward trend that followed the previous
irrigation season, and a general rise did not begin until after irriga-
tion water was turned into canals in April. The graph illustrates
that in the vicinity of the well the amount of recharge from precipita-
tion is substantially less than that from irrigation water. This
condition probably pertains throughout the irrigated area. Hence,
if actual recharge approaches the amount of the preceding estimate
(that potential recharge from precipitation is about 113,000 acre-feet
in the exchange area), then recharge from irrigation is substantially
more than 113,000 acre-feet in the same area.

The complicated pattern of use, rediversion, and reuse of water
in the Boise Valley makes most methods for estimating ground-water
recharge from irrigation unmanageable. Potential net recharge from
irrigation is here estimated simply on the basis of live-water diversions
and consumptive use on irrigated land.

Consumptive use of surface water in the irrigated area is about
591,000 acre-feet a year (rounded amount; see p. 41). Recorded
live-water diversions at Boise Diversion Dam during the base period
were 1,280,000 acre-feet. The difference between the two amounts,
689,000 acre-feet, includes ungaged surface outflow, but may be con-
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sidered” as potential ground-water recharge. With a full supply of
live water (1,400,000 acre-feet; see p. 37) the volume of potential
ground-water recharge would be 809,000 acre-feet a year.. This
amount apparently represents recharge that would occur if it were
not rejected, au.d that uusu.‘l) be abucyucd in the future if aquifers
were dewatered by pumping. If the estimate is correct, potential
recharge from irrigation over the entire irrigated area during the
base period was 2.0 feet of water per year. With a full live-water
supply the amount would be 2.1 feet. According to this method of
computation the average potential recharge from Boise River water

in the 186,000 irrigated acres of the exchange area, during the base
norind waa 2 0 f1imaea 1RE 0NN Aar 272 000 acra-foot a vear
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The New York Canal loses a few percent of live-water diversions,
according to records of the Boise Project Board of Control, but some
of the reported loss is believed to be surplus water at ditch ends.
The water actually lost by percolation out of the canal becomes
ground-water recharge, undoubtedly influencing the position of the
ground-water divide (pl. 5) which approximately follows the canal.

The division of the recharce water between the two sides of the

A AT WUAEY ACLIULL UL VAU A UUMQL T VY ula DANA RS

divide is here assumed to be on a 50-50 basis. If the total volume
of loss is 40,000 acre-feet, 20,000 acre-feet of water that was credited
above as potential recharge to the Boise Valley, is actual escape
recharge to the Mountain Home plateau. The residual potential
recharge in the Boise Valley exchange area then is 372,000 minus
20,000 or 352,000 acre-feet a year.

The nnmnnfnhnne confirm nlmhfnhvp]v 9 prev ious deduction from

the ev1dence of water-level ﬂuctuamons, namely, that in the ir 1gated
area recharge from irrigation substantially exceeds that from precipi-
tation. Therefore, irrigation recharge in the contributing area is
much more than 113,000 acre-feet, but undoubtedly is less than the
potential of 352,000 acre-feet. For later use in evaluation of the
alternate plan, the average potential recharge from irrigation within
the exchange area is assumed to be 320,000 acre-feet, or about 1.8
acre-feet per acre.
GROUND-WATER DEPLETION

The amount of ground water that already is being withdrawn, as
well as the Jocation and concentration of withdrawals, may limit the
feasibility of the alternate plan. The yearly gross withdrawal cur-
rently is about 150,000 acre-feet (rounded amount), of which 128,000
acre-feet is pumped for irrigation and drainage. Consumptive use
on the 33,000 acres of equivalent and actual area irrigated with
ground water (see p. 17) is about 66,000 acre-feet. Consumptive
use of ground water for purposes other than irrigation is assumed to
be 25 percent of the pumped amount, or about 5,500 acre-feet.
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Large tracts f land in the Boise Valley where the water table is at
shallow dep th are occupied by distinctive groups of water-loving
ot Q. "Lr\ nha herdna) ahanantamatinallar aand +thatn wanta
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down to the water table or the capillary fringe. Others (hydro-
phytes) live where the water table is at the land surface or where
there is ponded water. The most prevalent water-loving speeies in
the Boise Valley are saltgrass, wire rush, threadleaf sedge, Nebraska
sedge, cottonwood, willow, cattail, and rushes. They have little or
no economic value. The estimated aggregate area occupied by water-
loving plants in the Boise Valley is 40,000 acres. The principal
tracts of phreatophytes are in a narrow belt, as much as 3 miles wide,
adjacent to the Boise River. Assuming that the average yearly con-
sumptive use is about 4 feet (a conservative figure), these plants
waste each year about 160,000 acre-feet of ground water, or more than
twice the amount of ground-water depletion by all beneficial uses.
Several hundred miles of open surface drains in the Boise Valley

dlnn}\orgn a lo‘r'gn trn]"mn n‘F anr{"onn o*nr] g'r'n“'nll we, fn‘l" Ih 11nr]nfm'muwnﬂ

proportions. The exact volume of discharged ground water is not
known but it far exceeds the amount withdrawn from wells. Dis-
regarding drain discharge, the identifiable volume of current ground-
water depletion is about 231,500 acre-feet (rounded to 232,000), an
amount approximately equal to the proposed minimum withdrawal
under the alternate plan.

Table 16 gives values which are believed to be reasonably approxi-
mate for the effective potentially usable water supply in the Boise
Valley. The table and the preceding text ignore water imported from
the Payette River to the 50,000-acre Black Canyon project, a large
part of which is within the Boise River basin. This imported water
and additional irrigated area materially affect the water situation in
the northwestern part of the valley and would have to be given full
consideration in comprehensive plans for water utilization. Irriga-
tion on the Black Canyon project is directly related to drainage
problems on the north side of the Boise River west of Middleton.
Analysis of the relation of the Black Canyon project to the water
situation in the Boise Valley is beyond the scope of this report.

According to the summary of estimates in table 16 the effective
potentially usable supply of surface water is about 2.5 million acre-feet
a year, compared to a live-water supply of 1.77 million. The ground-
water potential seemingly approaches 0.6 million acre-feet, from a
total perennial yield of nearly 1 million. The ratio of potential to
total is less for ground water than for surface water because recharge
and natural discharge of ground water are continuous whereas pump-
ing is not continuous and could not economically intercept the total
perennial yield. The computed effective potential yearly water sup-



LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY ENVIRONMENT 49

ply from all sources is 3.0 million acre-feet, from a total perennial yield
of 2.7 million. These figures have no standing as proved fact, but are

mprn]v crude estimates. The chief sionificance of the summation is
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that the net potentlal Water suppl is very large; the gross supply of
iy I -

PO ~
ar exceeds the demand of the ulutuuatu

TABLE 16.—Estimated effective total water supply of Boise Valley above Notus,
excluding area where ground waler s {ributary to the Snake River

[Rounded quantities, in thousands of acre-feet a year]

Effective
Avail- | Usable | poten-
Source of water Total able (any tially
purpose) | usable
supply
Surface water:
Boise River. .. ... 1,760 1,760 1, 760 12,501
Small tributaries of Boise River. ... oo 11 1 6 6
Total, Surface Water. - . e 1,771 1,771 1,766 2, 507
Ground water: ® & &
Underflow fromeasternupland . __.____.___ ..o 35 35 35 36
Underflow from northern highland___.______________________ 86 50 20 30
Recharge from precipitation:
Contributinglowland ______ oo 153 75 75 100
Noncontributingarea . . - - 39 15 15 20
Recharge from irrigation:
Contributing Iowland are-o - ceoe oo oo oo commeemeee 513 300 300 350
Noncontributing area.. - ... o 125 50 50 50
Total, ground Water . ... oo omcccmeeee oo 951 525 495 585
Net total, all water. ..o cceeeememan 2,722 2, 296 2, 261 3,002

1 Effective potential in the Boise River (see text, p. 40) is 2,182,000. Effective potential in the valley was
computed as 1,800,000 (diversions plus redwersxons), plus observed residual flow (701,000 acre-feet) at
N otus (from table 6).

2 Amounts necessarily assumed arbitrarily.

LIMITATIONS TO THE ALTERNATE PLAN IMPOSED BY
THE ENVIRONMENT

The feasibility of the alternate plan is limited by the environment,
especially the ground-water features. Success of the plan would de-
pend upon developing, at a definite time and place, a specified amount
of usable ground water that could replace an equivalent (but not neces-
sa.rlly equal) amount of surface water orlgma,tmg at a remote place and
at a different time. Concurrently, the ground-water pumpmg would
have to accomplish satisfactory drainage of waterlogged land in spec-
ified areas.

Successful operation of the alternate plan would depend upon the
“safe’’ perennial water yield of local and regional aquifers, the opti-
mum spacing of wells, the depth and construction characteristics of
wells, the pumping lifts, the local and regional effects of pumping on
the flow in canals and surface drains, and on water levels generally.
The economy of water management would depend upon the degree to
which economical pumping of water for irrigation could be coupled
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with effective drainage. Economical water production depends on

low pumping lift and small drawdown. Effective drainage may re-
(IU_IT'P hpnvv drgwdnwn and henece oreater pumpine hift
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LIMITING GROUND-WATER CONDITIONS

The unconfined aquifers in the Boise Valley generally are recharged
readily and would be a principal source of water in the alternate-plan.
Artesian aquifers also would be an important source of water because
some of the artesian zones are shallow, highly permeable, and contain
a substantial part of the total ground-water supply. Moreover, at
shallow depth artesian and unconfined waters are not sha,rply differ-
entiated and in part merge one into the other. Reduction in glOuuu-
water storage by heavy pumping under the alternate plan would
convert some artesian to nonartesian aquifers.

The Boise Valley is divided on the map (pl. 5) into five ground-
water districts. The names applied to these districts are not related
to the somewhat similar names of irrigation and drainage districts.

The Nampa district is the most favorable for ground-water pumping,

iqtriat ana artfBiaciantly oand +that +ha nnh
and well records from the district are sufficientl Yy £0604 vaat vdé proo-

able average depth of wells under the alternate plan can be estimated.
Wells having an average depth of about 120 feet (twice the valley-
wide average estimated in the alternate plan) would produce 2 to
3 cfs of water with a drawdown of about 25 feet. For other districts,
records are less complete and the probable average depth of proposed
wells cannot be estimated. These generally less favorable districts

are compared to the Nampa district, which is taken as a roughly

standard area.
NAMPA DISTRICT

Wells in the Nampa district have the largest yields in the valley,
owing to the generally high permeability of the younger terrace gravel
and the alluvial tongue in the Indian Creek valley (see pl. 2), which
constitute the principal unconfined aquifer in the district. Copious
supplies of unconfined water are obtained in the southeastern part of
the district from basalt and cinders (Snake River basalt). Artesian
water also occurs in the basalt and sustains flowing wells in low areas,
where the basalt is confined beneath caliche, impermeable soil, or
impermeable beds at the base of the alluvium of Indian Creek. Uncon-
fined water occurs in Recent alluvium along the Boise River bottom
land, but there the deposit is too thin for wells to develop large yields.
Artesian water underlies the entire district in sandy beds of the
Idaho formation, such as those tapped by flowing wells at Nampa,
Caldwell, and elsewhere.” Both the unconfined and the artesian aqui-
fers would be competent sources of water for an intensive pumping
development.
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The average depth to unconfined water is between 10 and 15 feet
and the maximum is less than 50 feet. The average yield per well is
about 3 cfs with a drawdown of 25 feet, or 1 cfs for each 8 feet of draw-

down. The average well depth necessary to develop 2 to 3 cfs of
aratar 1a nl\n'nl- 190 fnni_f‘lnnl- 1¢ +hn wall et 1‘\1\ "]1‘1]1 ad ahannt 100

water is about 120 fee at is, the well must be drilled about 100
feet below the water table.

Shallow artesian aquifers yield a few to several hundred gallons of
water a minute by natural flow. Deeper wells at some places have
large yields; some of them tap warm water.

A thin accumulation of alluvial and windblown clay and silt mantles
much of the district. Owing to the low permeability and high specific

rotontinon of thic material canale ponetructed in it lose little water hnf
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gravity drains are rather ineffective. Upward leakage of artesian
water through soil and caliche (hardpan) causes much of the water-
logging in the district; pumping that relieved artesian pressure would
alleviate this condition.

MERIDIAN DISTRICT

Wells in the Meridian district yield somewhat less water than those
in the Nampa district, owing to the lesser saturated thickness of the
younger terrace gmva] which thins eastward. Basalt is inconse-
quential as an aquifer becauée it is rare in the zone of saturation.
Locally, especially in the eastern part of the district, Recent alluvium
is highly permeable and an excellent aquifer. Artesian water occurs
at a wide range of depths in the Idaho formation, which underlies
the entire district. In wells on Eagle Island artesian aquifers were
penetrated at depths of 80 to 125, 155 to 205, and 230 to 412 feet.
In general the Idaho formation is more firmly cemented in the eastern
part of the Meridian district than in the western part, and the per-
meability y in the east is corr esponuingly less.

The average depth to the unconfined water is between 10 and 15
feet and the maximum is less than 50 feet. Most good wells yield
about 2 cfs with 45 feet of drawdown, or 1 cfs for each 22 feet of
drawdown. The average well depth needed to produce 2 to 3 cfs of
water is at least 120 feet. Artesian wells yield as much as 1.5 cfs by
natural flow and 3 cfs by pumping. Larger yields could be obtained
by means of improved construction and development and larger
pumps.

Drainage conditions are similar to those in the Nampa district,
but unlined canals tend to lose more water because the impermeable
soil mantle is thinner or absent, especially to the east. These condi-
tions, however, favor rapid recharge of ground water.
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WILDER DISTRICT

Too little information is available to permit estimation of the

.
3 7 TWr:l3 Azdnrnd 1. wra fnan_haamieias
average yield of wells in the Wilder district. The water-bearing:

formations are similar to those in the Meridian district but are some-
what less permeable owing to finer texture, and more variable because
beds of flood-plain clay and silt intertongue with the younger terrace
gravel and Recent alluvium. A larger percentage of poor wells is
expected in this district. The Idaho formation underlies the district,
but little is known about its local water-bearing properties. Appar-
ently it is finer in texture and less permeabie than in other districts.

A large amount of ground water is pumped for high lands above
the canal system near Lake Lowell, where the aquifer is the Idaho
formation. Irrigation pumping from basalt aquifers in the south-
eastern part of the district has not been attempted but may be feasible.

The depth to unconfined water is as much as 200 feet, but in the
western part of the district the average depth is less than 50 feet. The
average drawdown in wells for which data are available is about
30 feet per cubic foot per second of water. The average well depth
needed to produce 2 to 3 cfs of water is considerably more than 120 feet.

Natural soil drainage is poor in much of the district because fine-
grained flood-plain clay and silt are underlain by similar beds in the
Idaho formation. Gravity drains are weakly effective because of
high specific retention of water by the fine-grained sediments. Drain-
age wells would be ineffective in some parts of the district for the
same reason. Installation of drainage wells in this area would call
for intensive preliminary investigations. The district as a whole is
less favorable for drainage benefit and for ground-water recharge
than are the Nampa and Meridian districts, because a large per-
centage of the surface is covered by fine-grained sediments.

KUNA DISTRICT

Some wells in the Kuna district yield water more copiously than
do wells in other districts, but there are few wells because the great
depth to water discourages drilling and pumping. Some water is

favrationm whana 3+ danls nonler
pumped from the Idaho iormation, wiere it unaeriies eariy terrace

gravel southeast of Lake Lowell, to irrigate several hundred acres of
high land. The average drawdown in existing wells is about 30 feet
per cubic foot per second of water. Flowing wells that penetrated
basalt south of Melba yield 0.5 to 13.3 cfs by free flow. Elsewhere in
the district basalt is mostly above the water table.

The depth to unconfined water ranges from 50 to more than 300
feet. Well depths averaging much more than 120 feet would be
necessary to obtain yields of 2 to 3 cfs.
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NORTH SIDE DISTRICT

The alternate plan excludes the area north of the Boise River, but
the features of oround-weater aceurrence in H’]n North Side district

uaw 1w WUD Vi QlVUUUT UL VVvila Vsl Lad S A VAL ROl RV ILD

resemble those in the south. The same aquifers are present in both
and ground-water underflow off the northern highland must pass
through the north-side tract. There is not enough information to
permit subdividing the district hydrologically. Within the district
wells have almost the full range of characteristics noted in other
districts, except that no wells yield as copiously as those near Melba,
in the Kuna district.

Recent alluvium is similar to that on the south side. The Idaho

Ty amminahlas narthoarand framn

formation tends to be coarser and more pmmeuuw norenwara iroim
the tiver toward the foothills. Artesian pressure in the beds of the
Idaho formation is low, because of their increased altitude and near-
ness to the outcrop area. Flowing wells are uncommon except locally,
chiefly near the Boise River, but a great deal of unconfined water is
pumped from sand and gravel in the Idaho formation near Parma
and Notus. Springs and seeps are common along the foot of a high
river terrace at the boundary between Recent alluvium and the
Idaho formation.

Wells of the Boise Water Corp. in Boise tap water in the Idaho
formation, mostly at depths of several hundred to a thousand feet.
Hot artesian water is yielded by wells 800 to 1,200 feet deep along the
foothills north of Boise.

WITHDRAWAL CAPACITY AND DRAINAGE EFFECT OF WELLS

The alternate plan presumes that 225,000 to 300,000 acre-feet of
water a year could be pumped from 450 wells within a limited water-
exchange area. The soundness of this presumption depends directly
on the capacity of wells to withdraw water efficiently from the ground
because that capacity determines the number of wells required, their
comstruction characteristics, their efficiency as combined water-
production and drainage facilities, the electric-power demand, and
other factors. Those factors, in turn, will affect both the initial and
the operating costs of the plan. The withdrawal capacity depends
both on the water-bearing characteristics of the aquifers and on the
efficiency of the well.

The alternate plan presumes further that the pumping would lower
the water table 4 feet or more beneath 225,000 acres of land—that
is, within an area substantially more extensive than the lands to be
served by the pumped ground water. Assuming that the area in-
fluenced by pumping will be 225,000 acres, that the yearly withdrawal
will be 225,000 to 300,000 acre-feet, and that the sediments to be
dewatered have an average specific yield of 25 percent, then pumpage
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during 1 year would equal the volume of water stored within a zone

of the valley sediments 4.0 to 5.3 feet thick. However, in part
because recharge is not considered, this fact does not ]ustuy a con-
clusion that, when pumping equlhbnum has been reached in future
years, the water table will have been lowered 4.0 to 5.3 feet within the
area of influence—either uniformly or on the average.

In this context, specific yield is that volume percenta,ge of water
that will drain frnm saturated sediments by gravity; in other words,

4f RS AL1VALL SQLLASH VTN SO ALALITAAVE DLWV AUY

it is essentially equal to the coefficient of storage, or the VOlume
percentage that can be drawn from an unconfined aquifer by pumping
from wells. . Specific yield varies widely among the heterogeneous
sediments of the Boise Valley. The well-sorted coarse sediments
yield their water readily, almost completely, and in a large percentage
volume. The fine sediments yield water only slowly, incompletely,
and in a smaller percentage volume. Clay and clayey silt, which are
widespread in the Waterlogged areas of the valley, yleld httle or no

water. Thus, Pmyuls & slvt:,u amount of water from a fine sediment

{

ri

may lower the water table several times farther than pumping the
same amount of water from a coarse sediment. However, in fine-
grained sediment such lowering of the water table may not dewater
the soil sufficiently to eliminate waterlogging. In a sediment having
a given uniform texture, lowering of the water table diminishes with
increasing distance from each pumped well. All these variations
mean that the degree of drainage benefit under the alternate plan
would vary greatly from place to place in the valley.

AQUIFER CHARACTERISTICS

Fourteen aquifier tests were made by pumping at key locations in
the va,lley For that purpose, 2 production-test wells and 8 observa-
tion wells were drilled, and existing irrigation and drainage wells were
used where feasible. The resulting data on hydraulic characteristics
of the aquifers are given in table 17; computed values of probable
drawdown of the water table after several intervals of pumping and
at several distances from the wells are given in table 18; and the aqui-

N +1h Jrae wxr ] exran
fer characteristics are summarized in table 19. For the drawdown

estimates in table 18, it is necessary to assume homogeneous aquifers
extending through large areas, which do not exist in the Boise Valley.
The estimates also do not allow for the offsetting rise of the water table
caused by recharge during irrigation. Actual lowering of water levels
will differ from, but probably will not substantially exceed, the com-
puted lowering. :
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The, coefficients of transmissibility and storage (table 1’}) were

determined in accordance with Jacob’s approximation (1947) of the
nnnpnnﬂlhﬂnm mpfhnr'l (Thmq 10?%\ rl‘]'\n coofficiente of tranemic.
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s1b111ty for all aqulfers tested range from 36,800 to 1,700,000; that is,
from moderate bU L‘uu,uuunuuly large coefficients. The oosenvea co-
efﬁments of storagd of artesian aquifers are of ordinary magmtude,
rangmg from 0.00007 to 0.001. The observed coefficients of \storage
(essentially, the specific yields) of nonartesian aquifers range from
0.001 to 0.43—that is, from small to unusually large. The values in
table 17 are approximate for the aquifers tested, within small areas;
although useful as guides to estimate effects of pumping, as in table 18,
‘l; ha n‘v\‘v\]-n/] L'I 4~ -

rleatuice to laroe areac
not be appiie anketwise to large areas. '

TABLE 17.—Approximate hydraulic coefficients of some aquifers in the Boise Valley

[From drawdown and recovery cur ves based on pumping-test data] i

Average
Pump- |coefficient| Average Average
WellNoand ing | oftrans- offi- ) l P
location’ Owner Dateoftest | yaics | missibil- | yont of s 11?%37
(gpm) ity storage (gpd/ftﬁ)
(gpd/ft)
North side district
SN—4W-28cel_ ... Oa&ly%n County Drainage Dist. | June1953____| 1,030 | 324,000 0.025 | ...
0.4. ’
Nampa district
4N-3W-25dal.___| PioneerIrrigation Dist.___.__.._. Oct. 1953_...| 1,550 | 208,000 | 0.004 5,000
3N-3W-3bbl_____|_..__ L& T Nov.1953___| 2110 960,000 | - 23 23, 000
1Mdal | ____ 5 ) S Oct. 1953 2,175 |1,200,000 | .006 285, 000
3N-2W-8cel..__.|_____ Q0o | BO . 1, 480 136, 0001 .0006 |..____.__.
9dad4.___.| Amalgamated SugarCo_________ Feb. 1953 ---| 1,830} 276,000 | .0001 . 5, 900
SN-1W-7bbi_.___ Pioneer Irrigation Dist_. ________ Nov.1953._.| 1,060 | 165,000 | .003 3,700
2N-1W-7bed. .. __ U. 8. Bur. Reclamation__________ Sept.1953___ 2,900 |1, 700 000 | .004 18, 000
Meridian district
4N—1W—13d01- ---| otate¥ish Hatehery___ . __ | _._______ 1480 | 154,000 |._.__..._. 1 300
- Mar. 1951 660 | 120,000 | 0.001 660
3N—1E—5ab1--._-- Nov.1953___| 2125 37,000 | .001 200
D ____________ do.___.._ 3 600 188,000 | .006 ° 2,400
6ad2. ... yr -.| Sept.1953__. 980 | 270,000 | .00007 1, 500
3N—2E—25bb1 ..... Ada County Drainage Dist. No, | Nov.1953_._| 1,380 | 130,000 | 4.43 2, 500

! Data are averages of three separate tests in July and November 1950 and March 1951.

2 Well taps only artesian water in sand aquifer in lower part of well; well screen in aquifer.

8 Well taps artesian aquifer near bottom and unconfined Water at shallow depth.

4 Apparent high coefficient of storage caused partly by induced recharge from nearby unlined canal.
True coefficient of storage probably about 0.30 or 0.35.
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TaBLE 19.—Aquifer characteristics in typical areas

Ustick-Meridian— Eagle Island
Pioneer Well 3N-1E-babi 2
Irriga- Ellis
Aquifer characteristics and well data tion farm
Distriet1 First Second Well Well
test test 4N-1W- [ 4N-1W-
13decl 13dc2
Pumpingrate_ ... ... gpm._._ 1,675 2, 900 125 600 3480 3 660
Durationof test... ... hrs. ... 28 45 ¢ 2N PO JR
8pecific capacity of well ._________ gpm/ft._. 80 150 3 19 27.6 332
Coeflicient of transmissibility___._ gpd/ft_.] 506,000 |1, 700,000 34,000 | 170,000 53, 900 120, 000
Coeflicient of storage.._ .o oo .. _.___ .048 L0044 . 00095 L0064 ... : . 00098
Coefficient of permeability....._. gpd/its..| 14,000 17, 500 850 2,180 297 660
Drawdown:
In pumped well at end of test...feet.. 23.8 20 40 (O] 17 20
In observation well (computed)
500 feet distant:
After 30 days of pumping
feet.. 5. 45 1.8 2.8 2.6 [ocomaas 5.3
After 180 days of pumping
feet__ 6.62 2.2 3.5 302 [cemaciann 6.4
2,640 feet distant:
After 30 days of pumping
feet.. 3.10 1.2 15 L3 |ceoeeaee 3.2
After 180 days of pumping
feet.-- 4.30 1.5 2.2 2.0 oo 4.3

1 Average from five pumping tests.

2 Artesian aquifer alone was pumped during first test. The casing was perforated in the unconfined-water
zone for the second test, and pumping was from both aquifers.

3 Natural fiow of well.

4 Not measured, owing to failure of equipment,

When an expanding cone of depression around a pumped well
reaches a hydraulic boundary, such as an impermeable bed (left side

AL AL VUV ULIAal PRV [ SRiL AN P VR ARAURAT W

of figure 12), drawdown in the well increases and the cone of depres-
sion lowers more than it would if the boundary did not exist. The
effect is similar to that of interference between wells (fig. 13). Con-
versely, if the cone of depression reaches a more permeable zone, or
intercepts a source of water such as a stream or unlined canal (right
side of figure 12), drawdown in the pumped well is less and the cone
of depression lowers less than if the boundary did not exist. All these
conditions, and many variations of them, would be encountered dur-
ing pumping under the alternate plan, and would affect the efficiency

of both water production and drainage by pumping.

PERFORMANCE OF WELLS

-=2t 1.1 PR NI S

Suitably constructed wells withdraw water in amounts near the
capacity of aquifers to transmit and. yield water, but improperly con-
structed wells produce less than the capacity of the aquifer. Hence
the specific capacity of a well—that is, its yield in proportion to draw-
down—represents the combined effects of aquifer and well character-
istics. Poor wells do not necessarily indicate poor aquifers. The
specific capacities of wells in the Boise Valley (table 20) range widely
(from 8 to 450 gpm per foot of drawdown), owing to the diversity of,
aquifer characteristics and variations in well construction. General-
ization of this information and other data indicates that wells in the

386771—bT——b
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F1GURE 12.—Schematic sectional diagram illustrating the influence of impervious and recharge boundaries
on the cone of depression around a pumped well.
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F16URE 13.—Schematic sectional diagram illustrating the effects of interfering cones of depression around
two pumped wells.
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several ground-water districts would perform about as shown in table
21 if the aquifer were capable of supplying the water, and if well
construction and development were suitable.
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TaBLE 20.—Specific capacity of wells zn the Boise Valley, in gallons a minuie per

nnt nf reancdnninan

JYvL vy wl MWUIUWlb

[Computed from reported drawdown, Duration of pumping not known for most wells, but was generally
longer than 24 hours]

Specific
W‘?}}i?;.?nd Owner Date of measurement capacity
AU LIVIL (gpm/ft)
North-side district
5N-5W-9cel.....| Cityof Parma. . .__._____________________________}1946_______ . __._ 20
1lacl___| Boise Project Board of Control__________________ .T ulv 1931 . 50
Madl___|.____ QO e do e 20
SN~4W-15¢cel..._|_____ A0 e [ [ 27
2laal___| ..._ Lo o R R do .. 30
24dbl___|_____ A0 do- . 19
27bdl._|.___. QO e do. 30
28aal___|._... 5 U A oL 27
28cel. .| QO e e Ao 41
Do. ool L o S June 1953_..______._.___. 45
29bal.__|_____ do LT July 1931 ... 29
30bal__.{..___ o T U SR (6 1y 35
36cbl_ |- A0 Ao 35
3N-2E-2bbl..._.| J.R. Simplot- ... _________ June 1947 _____________._. 18
10abl.._.| Mountain States Telephone & Telegraph Co_.__| 1950 ... ___________ 13
10bbl___1 Boise Water Corp-- oo | 9
13bel___|_____ L January 1950_________.__ 17
14gal____|_.___ QO e e 12
14aa2____|..___ QO e e e e 10
14ad1___ | ____ Q0o e 450
Wilder district

4N-4W-22dd1...| Pioneer Irrigation Distriet....___.______________ July 1937 . _._. 28
25bd2._ ... A0 e 1953 . . 35
26ad1___|_____ A0 e July 1937 . 30
3N-3W-6cbl....| G. W. Browning____..__________________________ 1953 oo e 37
8dc2._. | E. M. Carter-..._.________________________.___ July1949________________ 39
27aal.. | K. W. Baker_._.______._________._________.______ 1963 .. 65
30ddi._.| Lester F. Walker-. ... _.________________ 1950 - oo 27
36dal...| J. R. Babeock ..o ____ 1952 .. 16
2N-8W-9cbl___.| G. C. NaADD oo 29

Nampa district

4N-3W-22cel...| Cityof Caldwell._________._____________________ November 1950 ____._ 26
25dal...| Pioneer Irrigation Distriet.. .. _____________.___ October 1953 .. __.______ 50
4N-2W-26¢cal ___|.__.. QO o July 1937 . 48
27bal .| . __ 4T T A do____ ... 32
27del . ... QO Julty 1939 __________.___. 12
33abl.__|_____ Ao e A0 e 32
3dedl__.|..__. 0 August 1939 o 41
36cdl___j..___ Q0 oo July 1931 __.________.._. 58
36adl._ ) .___ A0 August 1939____________ 39
36acl_. | T July1939________________ 53
36cal. .| Q0o August 1939 _________ 26
4N-1W-30ed1._.|__._odo__________.__ .. .. [ 1o . 21
3N-3W-2¢d3....|' Lloyd Peterson. .. ... . _____________________ 1953, L. 60
3bbl...| Pioneer Irrigation Distrlet .. __.____________ November 1953.____.._.__ 131
1laal.. | J.G. Burback. ... __________________________ 1953 .. 85
1tadl...; D.J. Herdt .. _____ . ____.____ August 1953_._ ... _ 3
113%)1-_- Pionger Irrigation Distriet .- . ___ October 1953. . ... 100
- oWalker. 048 ... 125
3N —2W—1dbl —— Pmr%iaer Irngatlon Distrlet- oo oo . J ulyd1931 ________________ 41
e e O e Lo 58
4cb1_--- -_;;_do ___________________________________________ July 1939 ______ 7770 42
8cel. . B0 e October 1953 _ . ____.____ 39
gg.gi---- Amalgamated Sugar CO-.co oo __ Februa.ry 1953 . . 52
JEPSPRS PRGN o [0 RSSOV SRR PVUPINY FVOUUITEY s | ¢ SN 30
l0acl.._. P:oneer Irrigation Distriet. ... __.________ Auzust 1939 ____________ 58
Tledl | do. e July 1939 . ________ 45
1Med2. | Q0o o July 193t ______ .. __ 66
eel b O August1939___.______._. 185
15del___[..._. & U July 1939 ... __. 67
19a81. .| o QO July 1931 ... 52
20acl.. .} KaWONa. oo e oo 1963 - L 18
21ba2...| Rioneer Imgation Distrlet . oo July 3931 .. 63
21ba3...| John May____________________ . |oo._. do .. 18
21bbl.__| Pioneer Irrigation Distriet.. ... _.____ July1939_._ ... _______ 86
22bbl...| Cityof Nampa.___._______________.______________ 1947 el 90
3N-1W-7bbl____! Ploneer Irrigatlon District_ . _________ . ________ October 1858 oo _.__ 52
29dd1--} Freeman CoX.... ... ... ... 148 33
2N-1W-7bed....| U. S. Bur. of Reelamation______________________~ September 1953 ... ...__ 150
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TaBLE 20.—S8pecific capacity of wells in the Boise Valley, in gallons a minute per
foot of drawdown—Continued

1 Sveaceflc
W'igcl;:?ég‘nd Owner Date of measurement cap;acity
(gpm/ft)

Meridian district
4N-1E-27Ad1...{ Charles Silliman. .____.._________ . 1958 e 11
3N-1E-sabl..._| U.S. Bur. of Reclamation__.___.__._ . . ...... November 1953_____...__ 19
3N-2E-8aal.-.._| Boise Water Corp_._________ ... February 1947 _______ 8
9bdl___. |- L (0 O May 1950 18
15bbl._ | ... Lo Lo T November 1947 _.___. 25
16bbl.__| ... L6 T S DRy ARy 73
25bb1l.__| Ada Co. Drainage Dist. No. 3. __.._______._.. November 1953 ... 50

Kuna district

3N-1E-36ad2-..] M. S, A¥res oo September 1953 . ... 66

TasLe 21.—Estimated potential yield from pumped wells in the Boise Valley

Potential yield (efs) with specified Average potential
drawdown yield 2
Average | Approx- (acre-feet/year)
specifie imate
Ground-water district 1] capacity area
(gpm/ft) | (sq mi) | 30-foot drawdown | 50-foot drawdown | 30-foot 50-foot
draw- draw-
. down down
Min| Av | Max| Min{ Av | Max
Meridian___ 23 103 0.5 1.5 491 0.9 2.6 8.1 47,000 79, 000
Nampa. 58 120) 08| 39 100! 1.3} 6.7} 167 138,000 230, 000
Wilder. oo 33 130 1.0 22| 43 1.8 3.7 7.3 85, 000 142,000
Kung. ..oocoomoaomeoe 40 92 0.7 2.7 4.7 1.1 4.5 7.8 73, 000 121, 000
Total oo |ameaeeeee 445 | e ee | e e 343, 000 572, 000

1 Districts correspond to those outlined on the map, plate 2 '

2 The “average potential yield” from the districtsis a theoretic quantity which is based entirely on aquifer
characteristics, assnming one well per square mile and a well-pumping season of about 5 mont™s each year,
tl‘icechaug%e to the districts may or may not be sufficient that these potential yields could be obtained con-

nuously.

The average performance of wells under the alternate plan probably
would be somewhat better than that of existing wells in the Boise
Valley, because many of the existing wells are of substandard design or
were not fully developed. For example, most aquifers in the Boise
Valley are poorly sorted sediments and for efficient water production
they require well screens or gravel packing, or both. Few existing
wells contain screens, and artificial gravel packing is uncommon. For
natural gravel-packing the slot sizes in well screens ordinarily should
pass about 75 percent of the grain sizes comprising the sediments
adjacent to the screen. About the smallest slot size that can be used
in the Boise Valley, however, is 0.03 inch; otherwise small mica flakes,
which are abundant in most of the sediments, tend to pack around the
screens and obstruct movement of water into the well. Accordingly,
it is especially difficult adequately to screen and develop the finer
grained sediments.
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Wells in silt and sand in the Boise Valley commonly require 50 to
60 hours of development; longer periods are necessary under some con-

ditions. Very little development is required for wells constructed in

the coarse sediments. Improved well construction and development
would increase somewhat the unit construction cost of the alternate
plan but probably would not increase the total cost because fewer
units would be needed.

The source, route, and destination of ground water determine its
availability. Water is not available if it moves only through or to

kL1 A Q 1 nand
areas where it cannot be practicably recovered. Some waterlogged

areas cannot be reclaimed by relief drainage but can be helped by
interception drainage—that is, by intercepting excess water before it
reaches the area of concern. Thus the regional and local movements
of ground water are intimately involved in the practicality of the
alternate plan. The general directions of ground-water flow in the
Boise Valley can be inferred from the water-table contour map (pl. 5).

o tnrima Tw 1 1
Movement is down-gradient at right angles to the contours. In local

detail the form of the water table and the direction of ground-water
movement doubtless are somewhat complicated. Such complications
can neither be shown at the scale of plate 5 nor be resolved from
available data.

A well-defined ground-water divide approximately follows the New

York Canal near the southern margin of the irrigated area. North of
Melba the divide leaves the canal and naemnn- about 2 miles north of

VIelba the divide leaves the canal and, pas north of
Bowmont, extends northwestward near the south side of Lake Lowell
The significance of this divide in the water budget of the valley has
been shown (p. 47); briefly, about 20,000 acre-feet of ground-water
recharge from the New York Canal escapes to the Mountain Home
plateau south of the divide. Changes in the water regimen of the
valley, especially by pumping adjacent to the canal as proposed in
the alternate plan, might cause the divide to shift.

In a considerable area south of Lake Lowell the surface dra,inage is
to the Boiseé River but the ground-water drainage is to the Snake.
Thus, although ground-water recharge from all sources in that area
probably is several hundred thousand acre-feet a year, it does not
contribute to the supply in the Boise Valley.

North of the ground-water divide and south of the Boise River the
general direction of ground-water movement is northwestward. Thus
most ground water that originates south of the river and east of Cald-
well moves northwestward through the exchange area. Very little of
it passes through the Wilder ground-water district.
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DEPTH TO WATER AND WATER-LEVEL CHANGES

The cost and depth of wells under the alternate plan would be
determined by the depth to water and by aquifer characteristics
(p. 54). The depth to water also would determine the amount of
lowering necessary to effect drainage. The seasonal and yearly range
and rate of water-level changes would determine the time when
drainage pumping is necessary. Such tim e, if not sunultaneous with
the need for exchange water, would be a critica
tion of the alternate plan.

The depth to water throughout the Boise Valley in 1953 is shown

by plate 4. Like plate 5, the depth-to-water map is only approximate
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FIGURE 14.—Hydrographs of wells 2N-3W-9bal and 2N-1W-4dd1 for the period 1915-53, showing long-term
net rise of water table.
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FIGURE 15.—Hydrograph of weil iN-2E-8iccifor the period 1§14-52, showing seasonal and ather fit

and long-term net rise of water table.

because the maps were drawn on the basis of sparse data, and because
the watoer table is chaneoine constantly in form and position.
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The maps showing the depth to water in 1914 and 1953 (pls. 6 and
4) suggest the large and widespread changes and trends in water
levels during 40 years of irrigation. In much of the valley the trend
has been upward for many years (figs. 3, 4, 14, and 15). Comparison
of well hydrographs with precipitation graphs shows that the trend
in water levels is not closely related to climatic changes (fig. 16), but
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the relation to irrigation is obvious. An extreme example of the
influence of irrigation practice is in the vicinity of Lake Lowell, where
the water table rose 140 feet from 1912 to 1921 (fig. 3, well AN-4W-
34bcl). These water-level fluctuations and trends indicate changes
in the amount of water in storage; hence, permanent storage has been
increasing for many years. The graphs and maps illustrate also the
continued seriousness of the drainage problem which the alternate
plan proposes to solve.

The observed yearly range of fluctuation of the water table at
many places in the valley is about 5 to 8 feet (figs. 16 and 17). Water-
level fluctuations caused by current pumping can be interpreted to
suggest the long-term effects of the more extensive and more intensive
pumping under the alternate plan (table 18,), including interference
when the cones of well influence overlap (fig. 13). These effects bear
directly on the practicable location, arrangement, and spacing of
wells under the plan. Interference causes reduced yield with given
drawdown, or more drawdown and greater pumping lift at given rates
of pumping. Minimum drawdown is desired during pumping to
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F1aURE 17.—Seasonal water-level fluctuations in wells 2N-2W-13bal and 1N-2W—4bel.
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obtain usable water, but maximum - drawdown may- be necessary for
effective drainage. At most placesin ‘the Boise Valley, a combination
irrigation-and-drainage well cannot achieve maximum efficiency for
both purposes, and may not achieve it for either. A critical concern

in the alternate plan is whether reasonable efficiency can be achieved.
EXAMPLES FROM TYPICAL AREAS

Drainage problems in various degrees of seriousness and complexity
exist in practically all irrigation districts in the Boise Valley. An
pssential feature of the alternate plan is its proposal to rectify this
condition for 225,000 acres of land by changing the water-supply
pattern. The field tests of the drainage and water-production ef-
ficiency of wells (table 19) were made in part to throw light on the
problem involved. :

PIONEER IRRIGATION DISTRICT

Early study of the performance of wells in the Pioneer Irrigation
District by Kulp, 1931-41, seemed to indicate that in much of the
district pumping held the water-table at a level about 4 to 10 feet
lower than that to which it would have risen otherwise. Five of the
wells in the district were among those tested in 1953 after the pumping
season; the derived data are shown in table 19. The computed effects
of pumping (table 18) do not indicate the combined effects of pumping
All 5 wells simultaneously, nor do they show the combined effects
of pumping the entire battery of about 30 wells. Obviously, however,
the tests confirm that geologic conditions in the area are suitable
for drainage by pumping. Individual wells have substantial influence
at distances of more than half a mile, and sustained pumping gives
sustained benefits.

In the Pioneer Irrigation District the chief aquifer is sand and
gravel interbedded with clay. The wells are 66 to 232 feet deep and
average 132 feet. Most wells tap more than one aquifer; some are
artesian, but the principal yield probably is from unconfined water
at relatively shallow depth. The depth to water in the wells is 3 to
23 feet at the beginning of the pumping season and about 27 feet

at the close. The average depth to water n the district as a whole
was about 10 feet in the summer of 1953.

ELLIS FARM

The Harry Ellis farm is in sec. 7, T.2 N., R. 1 W, in the Nampa-
Meridian Irrigation District. Waterlogging on the farm is caused
by upward leakage and capillary rise of artesian water through con-
fining layers, and the average piezometric, or artesian-pressure, surface
apparently is about 1 foot below the land surface during the irrigation
season. GCenerally similar conditions are common in the Boise Valiey.



A block diagram (fig. 18) shows generalized subsurface conditions
from the vicinity of the Ellis farm northward toward Nampa. Ground
water is confined in basalt and gravel beneath hydraulically tight thin
soil and caliche. Recharge to the aquifer possibly occurs locally, south
and east of the Ellis farm. The western part of the Ellis farm is
crossed by a shallow topographic trough in which waterlogging is
chronic during the irrigation season. An open drain, 4 to 5 feet deep
along the axis of the trough, does not dewater the soil effectively be-
cause the surface materials are fine-grained and the drain does not
relieve the artesian Pressure that causes the waterlogging. Six
wells, 33 to 42 feet deep, were drilled in the floor of the drain jn 1951
and 1952, with discharge openings 3 to 4 feet below the level of the
adjacent land surface. The wells jointly yield several hundred gal-
lons of water a minute . y artesian flow. Waterlogging in adjacent
land was materially relieved by these wells but was not eliminated.

A production-test well 103 feet deep, and two observation wells
107 and 103 feet deep, respectively, were drilled in this district in
sec. 7, T.2N.,R. 1 W. Several adverse factors reduced the accuracy
of the results from subsequent tests: The wells tap water in both
gravel and basalt, materials having widely differing hydraulic charaec-
teristics; the Ridenbaugh canal and an open drain ditch, both con-
taining a large amount of water during the test, are near the pumped
well; flowing artesian wells in the vicinity were allowed to flow freely
during the tests, because experimental antecedent shut-in of one well
for 3 days caused prompt waterlogging in nearby fields. Canal, drain,

and flowing wells affected water levels during the tests and the effects

7

Excavated drain

Artesian-pressure

surface - \—\
N

Watar table

caliche

T 7~ Flowing well

F1GURE 18.—Block diagram showing generalized subsurface conditions from the Ellis farm northward,
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could neither be eliminated nor be adequately estimated. Therefore

the calculated coefficients (table 19) are unreal. Nevertheless, the

effects of pumping that were computed from these coeflicients are
essentially the effects that could be anticipated in this area from pump- -
ing drainage wells (table 18).

During the test pumping the amount of water discharged by the
nearby open drain dropped from 12.3 to 10.6 cfs after 4% hours, and
to 10.2 cfs after 22 hours. The rate of discharge from individual
artesian wells ranged from 186 to 317 gpm at the beginning of the test,
but diminished until it was 146 to 238 gpm at the end of the test.
Relief drainage by pumping wells under conditions like those at the’
Ellis farm is feasible. The pumping lift would be low and the wells
would have high specific capacities. Beyond the relief-drainage effect,
a substantial amount of usable water can be obtained. In the test
here cited the diminution of flow in the open drain and from flowing
artesian wells was about 35 percent of the pumped-well discharge.

USTICK-MERIDIAN AREA

Between Meridian and Ustick, on Ustick road, is a waterlogged
area on the Whitney terrace. To a depth of about 35 feet the water-
logged earth is clay, sand, and gravel; below are partly cemented silt
and sand. The average depth to the regional water table is less than
10 feet. Temporary pprnhpﬂ oround water causes saturation to the

. Temporary perche d ground er causes
land surface each year during the irrigation season.

Test well 3N-1E-5ab1, 123 feet deep, was drilled through an upper
water-bearing zone and an underlying nonpermeable zone, and bot-
tomed in silt and sand containing water that rose to about 10 feet
below the land surface. Casing was set to a depth of 81 feet to shut
out the upper water, and a 25-slot screen (slots 0.025 inch wide) was
installed in the lower aquifer. A first test under these conditions was
not promising so the casing was perforated to allow entry of the
upper unconfined water from sand and gravel. Results of the two
tests are shown in tables 18 and 19. A later and third test confirmed
the second test.

The computed drawdown at distance from the pumped well is
somewhat less for the second test, despite the greater pumping rate,
because during the second test: drawdown in the pumped well was
about 10 feet less than during the first test, back pressure against the

€t etan?? cxratan her 41 a 3 i
artesian’”’ water by the water column in the well was correspondingly

more, therefore the amount of water yielded by the ‘“‘artesian” aquifer
was less, and the two observation wells registered only the effects in
the “artesian’’ aquifer. Obviously the hydraulic coefficientscomputed
from the second test (table 19) are unreal, being correct for neither
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the lower nor the upper aquifer. They are included here to show-
that computations, even though based on measurements during a
pumping test, can be entirely misleading if informstion-about the
subsurface geology and sources of water is lacking. During this test
observations were made also in a nearby shallow domestic well that
taps only the upper shallow aquifer. Pumping had no observable
effect on that well.

Conditions at the Ustick road site illustrate other facts and con-
ditions that are highly pertinent to .drainage problems. Here, the
water of the lower aquifer is believed to be artesian only in a loose
sense of the word; when discovered by the drill it rose in the well,’
but only to about the level of the regional water table. The tight
sediments between the upper and lower aquifers appear to be no more
than a local separating layer, rather than an extensive confining bed.
Casing seated in the separating layer probably excluded the shallow
water from the well only during the early stage of the tests.

Separating layers such as that found in this well are common in
alluvial sediments; ordinarily they are lenticular and feather out at
varying lateral distances. Pumping from an underlying aquifer
probably would not have a discernible effect on the water table until
the cone of influence reached beyond the separating layer, and there
would be no dewatering until that event occurred. During the
pumping tests here summarized the behavior of water levels con-
sistently indicated that a hydraulic-recharge boundary was reached,
at an apparent distance of about 500 feet to the west, and that the
cone of influence may have reached an edge of the separating layer in
that direction. The tests apparently did not dewater enough of the
aquifer to be noticeable at the domestic well, 1,300 feet distant.
Later the test well was pumped for about 3 weeks, but, even so,
effect in the domestic well was not detectable.

Pumped wells in the Ustick-Meridian area, where the geologic
conditions resemble those at the test site, would provide some drainage
benefit. Pumping artesian aquifers would lower pressure and reduce
upward leakage through imperfect confining beds. Pumping uncon-
fined water might dewater appreciable amounts of saturated materials,
but wells would be less effective and less productive than in areas like
the Pioneer Irrigation District and the Ellis farm. Moreover, well
construction and development would be more costly. The cost of
pumping, per unit of water produced, would be relatively high because
of the relatively lower specific capacities of wells.

In much of the Ustick-Meridian area very shallow ground water is
perched intermittently on silt, clay, and caliche. Recharge seems to
be largely or entirely by local infiltration of irrigation water. The

3 1 . + nnm naar +ha [4:23
perched water table or its capillary fringe are at or near the land
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surface and much of the land is suitable only for pasture. Open
surface drains in these areas are unsatisfactory because the saturated
material is very fine grained and has a low specific yield. Wells like
the one tested would not withdraw the perched water. Wells that
penetrated only the thin perched zones of satura,tlon would be ineffec-
tive because those zones are low in permeability and can not aﬁorel
adequate entrance area at a well screen. =

Undér conditions like those in the Ustick-Meridian area it weuld
be difficult to drain the land and the water production would "be
relatively inefficient. Pumping from the principal aquifers, either
unconfined or artesian, would alleviate waterlogging somewhat, except
where there is perched ground water. The prmclpal ‘hope for such
areas is general relief by ground-water pumpmg, plus extremely
prudent use of irrigation water to minimize recharge to perched
aquifers.

EAGLE ISLAND

‘Eagle Island covers about 5 square miles in the Boise River about
half a mile south of Eagle in the east-central part of T. 4N., R. 1 W.
(pl. 2). Tests of wells on the island clearly show the characteristics

n‘F grfomn’n oq'lnfora m f]’\n Tr:lahe formaltlen at r]ap'l-]'\a dOWﬂ t‘t} o fevvr

hundred feet. About 50 flowing artesian wells pr0v1de water for: stock
and domestic use, irrigation, and a trout hatchery of the Idaho
Department of Fish and Game. Most of the larger wells produce for
irrigation, but the largest two produce for the fish hatchery. The
discharge rates of domestlc and irrigation wells range from 2 to 280
gpm and average less than 100 gpm. The estimated a,ggregate
vield of seven wells at the hatchery in 1951 was about 2,000 gpm, or
about 20 percent of the total ground—water Wlthdra,wals on the island.

The chief artesian aquifers developed on Eagle Island are beds of
sand and gravel between confining layers of clay and silt. At the
hatchery such aquifers occur at depth intervals of about 80 to 125,
155 to 205, and 230 to 412 feet. Most wells tap the middle aqulferj
The Shut-in pressure ranges from 3 to 27 feet above the land surfa%z
being least in the uppermost aquifer and nmsfresswelv greater in
deeper aquifers. d;ez

Most of the wells have open-end casing, a,nd silting of the l
part of the casing has caused the yield of many wells to d1m1PISh
steadily.

The advantage of proper construction and development is 1ﬁu ge&
by two wells (4N-1W-13dcl and —dc2) that were drﬂle
hatchery in 1950 and 1951. These wells are 375 and 41 K et
respectively. During drilling the upper aquifer ylelded' PB I%g

artesian flow and the middle aqnﬁ‘m- }na]tlarl ahont Q’

upper aquifer was cased out of both wells; one ﬁmsheﬁ l%%. mt%ﬁ

88[



:70 THE ALTERNATE PLAN, MOUNTAIN HOME PROJECT, IDAH

middle and lower aquifers and the other taps only the lower. Each
well was finished with an 8-inch screen and a natural gravel pack was
formed by development.
. During the development work the aggregate natural ﬂOW of the
two wells increased from 792 to 1,140 gpm, exceeding the combined
flow of the five older open-end wells at the hatchery. The two de-
veloped wells were test pumped at rates up to 1,500 gpm. The
hydraulic coefficients are shown in table 19, and the calculated time-
distance drawdowns are shown in table 18.

SUITABILITY OF THE WATER FOR IRRIGATION

GENERAL CHEMICAL FEATURES AND TEMPERATURE

_ The water-exchange proposals of the alterhate plan would alter the
chemical character of the water supply of a large acreage because
most ground water in the Boise Valley has a higher mineral content
than the basic surface-water supply. Although the ground water at
most places would be diluted with surface water, some lands might
teceive a preponderance of ground water. Hence the chemical
smta.bﬂlty of the ground water for irrigation is considered here.

Little is known about the quality of ground water on the Moun-
tain Home plateau. Inasmuch as most of or all farm and domestic
supplies in that part of the area covered by the alternate plan pre-
sumably would be ground water, their potentlal quality merits inves-
tigation. This is especially true because, locally in southwestern
Idaho, ground water associated with certain rocks contains fluoride
in amounts sufficient to cause mottling of the tooth enamel of children
who use the water during the period of calcification of the permanent
teeth (Dean, 1936).

Available ground-water analyses are contained in table 25, at the
end of this section. Samples that are represented graphically on
plate 7 are thought to represent the principal chemical types of ground
water in the Boise Valley, because the samples were from water-
bearing materials of a wide variety in a considerable range of depths.
Analyses of surface-water samples, which are included for comparison
(see pl. 7 and table 24), represent seasonal and geographic variations
in the chemical quality of river and canal water.
~ The variation in chemical characteristics shown by the available
analvses is summarized in table 22 and in figcure 19 and plate 7,

aadua f BUS 4D SRAALILIIRA LATRL AL VRAY &a ARl S Aot

separa,tely for ground water and for surface water. Both the ground
waters and the surface waters range moderately in concentration of
dissolved solids, the range for ground waters being from 69 to 1,040
ppm and that for surface waters being from 51 to 788 ppm, among
those analyzed. Both categories range substantially in composition,
from calcium-magnesium bicarbonate waters to sodium bicarbonate
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F1GURE 19.~-Chemical character of waters from the Boise River at selected stations and seasons.
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and sodium bicarbonate-sulfate waters, In general, sodium concen-
tration and percent sodium increase toward the west, or downstream,

Tasire 22.—Summary of chemical analyses of water
[Chemical constituents in parts per million]

Surface water Ground water
Constituent or property
Maximum | Minimum | Maximum | Minimum
Temperature e cmcceme——m;————————————— °F.. 75 59 80 52
5011 (T3 (0 T O, 35 12 93 14
Iron, Fe e —m e cmmmm—c———————————————| oo a e e e m—— .00 1.4 0
Calelum, O e 61 7.9 87 7.9
Magnesium, Mg — - .3 41 .3
I, N8 193 3.7 250 375
Potassium, K. oo eeeee 118 1.6 12 20
Bicarbonate, HCOs. 291 36 476 83.7
ulfate, SO4cuuoeeo ... 244 2.7 309 .8
Chloride, CI 93 .8 97 0
Fluoride, ¥ ... .__...__ .6 .2 7.0 .2
Nitrate, NOs - 5.9 .3 41 0
Borom, B e .04 .02 . .02
Dissolved SOHAS omm o e e e 788 51 1,040 69
Hardness:
Total e eeemaee e e——————————— 251 21 24
o Loy T L ;1 A D 214 0
Sodium percentage. . ..o oo 60 14 82 5
Residual sodium carbonate—milliequivalents per liter.. I (T 4.2 0
Specific conduetanco_.._____._... micromhos at 25° C__| 1,160 67 1,510 112
PH S . e 8.6 6.9 8.8 6.6
! The range in caleulated content of sodium and potassium is from 3 {o 172 ppm
2 The minimum calculated content of sodium and potassium is 1 ppm.
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F1GURE 20.—Variations of ground-water temperature with depth, and comparison to typical and inferred
thermal gradients.
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The temperature of water from 93 wells in the Boise Valley ranged

from 52° to 83° F. Owing to the natural increase of temperature
downward in the earth’s crust, water from deep sources tends to be

e RSy Wy 21022 ARy 2L LR USRS

warmer than that from shallow sources. For sedimentary materials
in general, the temperature gradient commonly is about 1° F for
each 50 to 100 feet of depth. In the sediments in the Boise Valley the
gradient is variable but seems to average about 1° F for each 20 feet
of depth (fig. 20). Along the north side of the valley lowland, near
the foothills, deep artesian wells tap water whose temperature is as
much as 122° F. Even warmer water is reported in wells within the
foothills area. Thus some ground water in the valley obviously is
too warm for agricultural use directly from wells.

Water leaking from the warm wells and aquifers raises the water
temperature in shallower zones. At most places, however, water
having temperatures detrimental to agricultural use occurs at depths
greater than are likely to be reached by wells that would be drilled
under the alternate plan, or in areas distant from that involved

in the plan.

CLASSIFICATION OF THE WATER FOR IRRIGATION USE
PRINCIPAL FACTORS

The chemical suitability of water for irrigation depends chiefly on
four factors: the amount of dissolved solids; the amount of sodium in
proportion to calcium and magnesium; the ratio of bicarbonate to
calcium and magnesium; and the concentration of boron. Assuming
ordinary amounts of boron and low concentrations of bicarbonate
relative to calcium and magnesium, the dissolved-solids content and
the proportionate content of sodium are prime controlling factors.
Speci:ﬁc conductance a measure of the electrical conductivity of
water, is useful in the evaluation of irrigation water because it is an
approximate index to the concentration of dissolved solids. In some
classification systems it is taken as a general index of suitability.
Also, where zalvanic conditions exist, highly conductive water speeds
the process of electrolytic corrosion in well casings and pipelines.

Among the four principal factors, the amount of disselved sodium
in proportion to the amount of calcium and magnesium largely
determines the suitability of water for irrigation. In favorable pro-
portions, calcium and magnesium maintain good tilth and structure
(texture) in soil. Calcium, one of the most common alkaline-earth
elements, is readily soluble in slightly acidic water and is relatively
abundant in all waters of the Boise Valley. In contrast, a high
proportion of sodium in irrigation water tends to destroy the friable,

granular condition of soil by dispersing the mineral particles, causing

386771—57——6
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FIaURE 21.—Classification ot Boise Valley waters aceording to percentsodinmand concentration (modified
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after Wilcox). Numbers refer to locations in tables 22, 23, and 24. Solid circles indicate ground water,
open circles, surface water.

the soil to become impermeable. Excessive bicarbonate tends to
aggravate the effects of a high sodium proportion (Eaton, 1950).
Soil thus damaged will not drain freely once it is wetted, even where
it is above the water table. Some soil types of the Boise Valley and
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the Mountain Home plateau are susceptible to damage by sodium
bicarbonate. (In many chemical analyses potassium and sodium,
which have somewhat similar chemical properties, have been reported
together as a computed value as sodium. In most natural water the
amount of potassium is relatively small.)

Three criteria for evaluating the sodium hazard (‘“‘alkali” hazard)
of irrigation waters are widely used. These are the percent sodium
(Wilcox, 1948), the sodium-adsorption ratio (U. S. Salinity Laboratory
Staff, 1954), and the residual sodium carbonate (Katon, 1950).
No one of these is an absolute criterion by itself, because the suita-
bility of a water is influenced in some degree both by soil-drainage
conditions and by water-management and soil-amendment practices.

CLASSIFICATION ACCORDING TO PERCENT SODIUM

The percent sodium is the percentage ratio of the milliequivalents
-per liter of Na-+ to the sum of the milliequivalents per liter of Na--,
K+, Ca++, and Mg+-+. The percentage ratio is then plotted
against electrical conductivity on a standard diagram that defines
the suitability classes. From the available analyses of Boise Valley
waters, values of percent sodium are given in table 23 and the irri-
ation-suitability classification is derived on figure 21.

According to percent sodium most of the 89 analyzed samples of
Boise Valley ground water are excellent to good, a few are permissible
to doubtful, and none would be unsuitable (fig. 21). By the same
.criterion, the suitability of the surface waters for irrigation generally
is slightly superior to that of the ground waters.

TasLE 23.—Classification of irrigation waters in Boise Valley

“Letter symbols indicate suitability for irrigation as follows:
Percent sodium: E, excellent; G, good; P, permissible; D, doubtful.
Sodium-adsorption-ratio classification: Salinity hazard—Cy, low; C, medium; Cs, high. Sodium or
“5lkali” hazard—S;, low; Sp medinm,

zard—=y, low edi

Residual sodium carbonate classification: S, probably safe; M, marginal; U, unsuitable.

'[From analyses by U. 8. Geological Survey, U. 8. Bureau of Reclamation, Idaho Department of Public
Health, and University of Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station]

Sodium adsorp-
Percent sodium | tion ratio (sa- Residual
linity-sodium Na:COs
hazard)
.Sample! Well or spring No. or | Date of collection .
No. location Milli- Milli-
Suit- | equiv- | Suit- | equiv-| Suit-
Percent! ability | alents | ability | alents | ability
[ symbol| per |symbolj per |symbol
liter liter
Ground water
1| 5N-5W-9cel .o __._ Nov. 15, 1946_.._. 68 G 3.13 | Csi8 1. 67 M
2 [1¢y" J U PR do. - 70 G 3.32 | CaS1 2.11 M
3 20abl.. ... Oct. 27, 1953...__. 70 G 3.67 | G5 2.42 M
4 UeaSl oo [ S 44 G 2.53 | CsSy 1.36 M
5| SN-4W-8cel ... Nov. 15, 1946._.__ 32 G 1.33| Ca& 0 8
6 35dal .. oo Oct. 27,1953 _._ 66 D 6.53 | C3iS 3.18 U
7 3D | em e cmm 5 G .19 CeS; .60 S
8 | 4N-5W-13cbl______.__._. May 10, 1954 __.._ 72 D 7.45 | C3Sq 3.23 U
9 14CC - e tceemam 51 G 2.37 C3S, 1.17 S
10 21ab_ .. . __ Oct. 1, 1953 .- 47 G 2.74 | Cs5; 0 8
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TaBLE 23.—Classification of ¢rrigation waters in Boise Valley—Continned
Sodium adsorp-
Percent sodium | tion ratio (sa- Residual
linity-sodium Na:C0;
hazard)
Sample| Well or spring No. or | Date of collection
No. location Milli- Milli-
Suit~ | equiv- | Suit- uiv- | Suit-
Percent) ability | alents | ability | alents | ability
symbol] per |symbol| per |symBel;
liter liter
Ground water—Continued -
11 | AN4W-15db1___________|_.__._ [ [ IO 68 G 3.45 | Cs8 1. 656 M’
12 25bd2_ .. __.__ Sept. 23, 1953 ____ 45 G 2.97 C38, 8
13 25bd2. .. __..___ May 6, 1954. ... 50 P 3.36 | C:8; 0 S
i4 26adi....__.._._ Sept. 18, 1953_____ 59 P 4.14 | Cs8 2.10 M
16 | aN-3W-15aal____________|._______ " 5 E 071 Ci8; 36 s
16 22 e e 5 E 071 Ci8, .44 S
17 22¢e] e 17 E 271 Cisy 1.33 M
18 25dal._.________| July 13, 1953______ 57 G 2.84 | CsS 1.11 S
19 274a1. 12 E .22 CiS 1.15 S
20 . S NN 13 E 28 CiS 1.20 8
21 | aN-2W-6del _____________ July 13, 1953..____ 356 E .69 Ci8, .34 S
22 26cal.__ Sept., 1 R 1052 __ 30 G 1.38 | C.§ 23 3
23 Aug. 17, 1953..__. 52 G 3.09 | C38 . 50 S
24 May 7,1954______ 57 G 3.76 | C3S; 2.10 M
25 Sept. 15 1963..... 38 G 1.73 | a8, 0 S
260  86adl_..._______|_____ [ (s 48 G 2.86 | Cs8; 48 S
27 Sept. 23, 1953_____ 54 G 3.26 CsSy 76 S
28 Oct. 29,1953 _____ 30 E .83 1 O 26 5
29 Mar. 25, 1952_____ 28 E 851 G 20 S
30 Aug. 21,1953_____ 44 G 1.67 | Cs8 98 ]
a1 May 16, 1954.____ 4] G 1.66 | C38 8] 8§
82 aN-2E-34dal_ __________|____ | 0 8.
33 SR B 19 G .62 | €38, 0 S
34 | BN-6W-12edl____________ May 10, 1954__ __. 39 G 1.98 | CaS; .91 S
36 | BN-4W-4bbl.___________ May 6, 1954 ______ 28 G 1.3 | Ci8 0 S
36 12del. ... ____.. Aug. 17,1953 ___. 50 G 3.57 ] Ci8 0 8
37 14332 ____________ May 10, 1954 ____ 51 E 1.86 | C28 1.00 S
38 ce-ieae—eeo| Mays, 1054 .- 33 G 1.50 | C28; .20 S
39 3N~3W—3bb1 ............ Sept. 25, 1953_____ 65 P 3.85 | C3S 1.94 M
40 3bbl._ . ___ Nov. 10 1953 ..... 56 P 3.821 Cs58 2. 56 U
41 10bel ___________ July 14, 1953______ 34 G 1. 57 CaSy 0 S
42 1idal_ .. _.______{____° do.._.______ 45 (¢ 3.53 ] Cs8 1.75 M
43 11dal . _________ Oct. 27, 1953 _____ 64 G 3.8 | Cs§ 1. 47 L
44 ieddl _________. Oct. 1,1953_______ 48: G 2121 CsS .23 IS
45 | 3N-2W-2¢el____._____._. Sept. 15 1953 ... 57 P 3.74 38, 1.30 M
46 | 3N-2W—debl____________ Aug. 17,1953 ____. 63 P 4.37 | Ci& 2.46 M
47 8eel _______..___ July 13, 1953 _ ___ 45 G 204 Co8y .14 S
48 19aal _ .. ____ Aug,. 1() 1953__... 27 G . L297 Ce§y 0 S
49 21bbl_ ... July 14, 1953____. 32 G . L70 ] CiSy 0 3
50 -7 S S 82 G . 6.06 Cs8; 1.86 M
51 3N—1W—7bb1 ____________ Sept. 23, 1953.____ 52| G 3.23 | ©.8, 24 8
57 2 N « [+ I Nov. 10, 1953 ___. 52 G 324 Cs8 42 S
53 [aen-- do ___________________ May 10, 1954 _____ 58 P 3.81 | Cs8; 78 8
.5 10cel ... _...__ May 29, 1947 ... 34 G 1.96 | CsS; 0 8
55 12ddy. .. 50 E 1.08 | CS; 41 S
56 [ do ... Oct. 29, 1953______ 37 E .82 Ci% .10 S
57 | 3N- lE 5ab ____________ Nov. 2, 1953_____ 58 G 3.58 1 Cs25 2 44 M
58 el | 18 E | .47 | CaS8y 0 S
59 ddr o J T July 14, 1953 . 34| G | 1.57] 0.8 60 ]
60 19cdl.__________ July 13,1963 ____ 28 G 133 Ca8 0 S
61 36ad2____ ... . Sept, 22, 1953_.___ 65 E 235 G5 64 S
62 |..... do_ | .. do_ ... 64 E 2.18 1S; 40 S
63 | 3N-2E-4bal___________| _________ """ 42 G | 1.87 CsS,; 0 S
64 dedl___ . 39 E L00 ! C;i§ 42 S
65 8aal. | 41 G 129 | CoS 46 S
66 9bd1.-_--_------ e mmccasmcssee——ana 33 E 59 CiSj & LG
67 8bel. _______ | . 36 E 97 | Ci$ 18 S
68 Maal | . 60 G 2.60 | Ca8 37 8
69 Maa2 | TTTTTTTTTTTTT 30| E . 86 | CaS; 0 S
70 Madl e 34 E | 591 C8; 19 |
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TABLE 23.—Classification of irrigation waters in Boise Valley—Continued

Sodium adsorp-
Percent sodium | tion ratio (sa- Residual
linity-sodium NagCO0s
hazard)
Sample | Well or spring No. or | Date of collection
No. location Mili- Milli-
Suit- | equiv-] Buit- | equiv-] Suit-
Percent| ability | alents | ability | alents | ability
symbol [ per |symbol per |symbol
liter liter
Ground water
71 | 3N-2E-15bb1.___.______ Sept. 22, 1953 31 E 92 | C:8; 26 8
72 15dd1- T 8| E 122 Ci§ 45| 8
73 20bbi___ . _____ Oct. 30, 19 42 G 2.01 | Ca8; 78 S
74 25bbl__ . _______ Nov. 10, 1953_ 16 E .38 | Ci8 S
75 | 2N-3W-22¢b1__________. May 6, 1954 ______ 47 G 2.13 | C38 1.07 S
76 | 2N-1W- 7bbl___________|_____ do_ . ____.____. 46 G 2.40 Cs8y .81 S
77 7bed .. Sept. 15, 1953.____ 36 G 2.21 | CsS; 0 8
Sept. 25, 1953 ... 37| G 219 | G 0 8
7 - ;uay 6, 16564 . ____ 64 P 4.73 CsS 1.91 M
80 18bbl_ ... __..__ May 10, 1954 ... 43 P 2,99 | Cs8 0 S
81 23dd1.__..__.___ Oct. 29, 1953..____ 81 G 419 | C18 1.79 M
82 | aN-3E~ 7ed2_.__ Oct. 30 1953 ____. 40 E 117 | Cs8 .24 S
83 | IN-2W- 3cbl__ May 10 1954 ... 45 E 1.35 | CaS .45 S
84 16¢ebl__ May 6, 1954 ...... 34 G 1.82 | (38§ 0 S
85 | IN~-1E-daal______ Y RN s [+ MRS 41 B 1.22 CaSy 0 S
86 | IN-2E-6abl._____.______| __... doc el 70 E 3.19 | Cs5 1.25 M
87 6dd1.___ Nov. 17, 1953_____ 61 G 2.79 | Cs8 . 69 s
88 | 18-2W-3dd2.__.. Oct. 29, 1953 ______ 41 G 2.41 CsS; 0 S
89 8del____. May 6, 1954 ____. 86 D 7.74 | CaSq 4.24 U
Surface water
9 | Snake River at Marsing | Sept. 25, 1953_._. 26| G 117 Ca8 0 8
Bridge.
91 | Boise River at Dowling Apr, 1-10, 1939_ __ 24 E 35| Ci18; 10 2]
June 21-30, 1939__ 20 E 25 | Ci8 05 S
Sept. 21—60 1939__ 28 E 48 | Ci8 18 S
-| Dec. 21-31, 1939 _ 24 E 47 | C1§; 15 S
Aug, 19, 1948 ..... 14 E 271 T8 0 8
Msa&.sm-Apr. 14, 22 E 56 | Ci18 08 ]
June 7-21, 1948 ___ 23 E 65 Ci8; 0 8
Sept. 6—20 1048 __ 24 E 67 | CiS; 26 8
Dec. 1, 1948-Jan. 21 E 65 | C;S; 05 8
24, 1949
Mar, 21-Apr. 11, 18| E 49| 018 0 8
June 1—17 1949 __ 16 E 42 C18 0 S
Sept. 9—23 1949~ 18 E 47 | C18; 07 8
103 | Main south side Canal. .| Sept. 15, 1953 - 47 E 82| Ci18 .25 8
104 | Ridenbaugh Canal___.__ Sept. 15 1953 .- 26 E 501 GBSy 13 ]
105 | Lake Lowell...._________ Sept. 16. 1953.____ 48 G 1.92 | Co8y 26 s
106 (... (6 [ S Sept. 25, 1953 __ 41 G 1.56 | Cs8 0 8
107 | Boise River at Caldwell.| June 8—25 1948_ __ 30 E 98 | Ci8; 0 8
108 |____. Ao . Sept. 17—30 1948 46 G 2.25 | CaS 75 S
109 | Boise River return flow | Oct. 7, 1048 . 41 G 2.85 1 CaS 0 S
(Notus Canal).
110 |.____ do_. ... June 8-22, 1949___ 38 G 2.30 CsS; 0 S
111 | ... do.__ .. Sept. 13-26, 1949__ 44 G 2.79 CsS; 0 S
112 | Boise River at Notus._..| Mar. 11—20 1939__ 48 G 2.381 Ca 0 S
13 |..__. do ... .. June 21-30, 1939 _ 60 P 4.73 | Cs8; 0 8
114 | ... Ao Sept. 11-20 1939_. 57 P 3.55 | C3S 31 8
115 | dOeee . Dec. 11—20, 1939__ 49 G 2.81 | C38 10 8
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CLASSIFICATION ACCORDING TO SODIUM-ADSORPTION RATIO

The classification according to percent-sodium is not wholly
satisfactory because it does not directly measure the potentiality for
base-exchange adsorption of sodium by the soil. The sodium-
adsorption ratio (SAR), however, approaches a direct measure of
that potentiality. Field tests by the U. S. Salinity Laboratory have
shown relatively good agreement between the exchangeable sodium
percentage in samples of soil and the calculated SAR values. The
SAR value, therefore, is a useful index of the sodium hazard of irriga-

tion waters.

The SAR is derived by the equation,
N+LK+
SAR= 1 2 ’
v /i (Cat++Mg*+)

in which, Na,* K*, Ca**, and Mg*™ represent respective concentra-
tions, in milliequivalents (me) per liter, of sodium, potassium, caleium,
and magnesium. For classification, the ratios so derived are plotted
against conductivity on another standard diagram which defines four
ranges of salinity hazard and sodium hazard. SAR ratios from the
available analyses of Boise Valley waters are given in table 23 and are
plotted on figure 22.

CLASSIFICATION BY RESIDUAL SODIUM-CARBONATE CONTENT

According to Eaton (after U. S. Salinity Laboratory Staff, 1954,
p. 81)

Waters with more than 2.5 me/liter “residual sodium carbonate’ are not
suitable for irrigation. Waters containing 1.25 to 2.5 me/liter are marginal,
and those containing less than 1.25 mejliter “residual sodium carbonate’’ are
probably safe.

Within these limits, Boise Valley waters are classified in table 23.
Four of the 89 samples of ground water are in the unsuitable class,
18 are in the marginal class, and 66 are in the “probably safe’”’ class.
One sample (no. 32) could not be classified because the content of
sodium was not determined. All samples of surface water are in the
“probably safe’’ class.

This classification supplements, and does not wholly supersede, the

SAR classification because excessive bicarbonate in the water may
aggravate the alkali hazard which the SAR method seeks to evaluate.
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F1eURE 22.—Classification of Boise Valley waters according to sodium-adsorption ratios and concentration
(method of U. 8. Salinity Laboratory Staff). Numbers refer to locations in tables 23 and 24.
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COMPARISON OF THE THREE CLASSIFICATIONS

skl . S T R, alean
Table 24 summarizes the number of anal yses faﬂmg into each of the

several suitability classes, which grade one into another. The classi-
fication assumes average conditions of soil texture, infiltration capacity,
drainage, quantity of irrigation water applied, climate, and salinity
tolerance of the crop. Given a large deviation from average in one or
more of these factors, a water, low both in dissolved solids and in
proportion of sodium, might cause damage to the soil or, conversely,
a water that, by these two criteria, is of doubtful quality might be
used successfully (especially with appropriate use of soil amenders).

TaBLE 24.— Distribution of analyzed samples among irrigation-suitability classes

Sodium-adsorption-ratio classification: Salinity hazard—Ci, low; Cs, medium; C;, high. Seodium or
“‘alkali’’ hazard—=S;, low; S;, medium.
Eaton’s classification symbols 8, safe; M, marginal; U, unsuitable.

Number of analyses, distributed in
Eaton’s classes, for—

Sodium-adsorption-ratio classification

(According to U. 8. Salinity Laboratory) Ground water Surface water

8 M U 8 M U

17| 2| of 18| o 0

2/ 8| o 5| o 0

o of 1| of o 0

7! sl 1l 5l o 0

ol ol 2| ol o 0
88 25

Waters of class C;S; can, according to the U. S. Salinity Laboratory

Qtafl (1 05A n. 70-81) . be 11cnr] to irricate most Crops on most soils with

Staff (1954, p. 79-81), be used to irrigate most on most, soils
little prospect that they will cause excessive s01l salinity, and with
little danger that sodium adsorption by the soil will be harmful except
to sodium-sensitive crops such as the stone fruits. Special land- and
irrigation-management practices might be necessary on soils having
extremely low permeability.

Waters of class C,S, are only slightly less suitable for irrigation.
Salt-sensitive crops might require special management practices.

Waters of class C,S, are not inferior if used on coarse-textured or
organic soils having good permeability and drainage, such as the best
soils in the Boise Valley. However, such waters entail an appreciable
hazard that tillability will deteriorate if the soil is fine textured and
contains no gypsum. Some areas in the Boise Valley may be suscepti-
ble to this hazard.

Waters of class C;S; cannot be used successfully on soils having poor
-drainage; even where drainage is adequate, salt-tolerant crops should
be chosen and special management may be required. Soil drainage in
parts of the Boise Valley is inadequate by this standard.
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Waters of class C;S, entail the additional hazard that the soil will
deteriorate in tillability if it is fine textured and contains no gypsum.

There is substantial doubt that waters of classes C.S,, C,sS;, and
C;S; are suitable for irrigation on all soils and for all potential crops.
Among the analyzed surface waters, these classes have been found
only in the Boise River at Notus and in the Notus Canal during the
irrigation season. Among the ground waters they have been drawn

.
1 th
from one spring and from wells that are scattered widely over all the

Boise Valley west of Kuna and Meridian—the water-exchange area
contemplated under the alternate plan. The samples were from
wells that range in depth from about 50 feet to more than 400 feet.

Neither the available data nor the scope of this appraisal is adequate
to bring out details in the pattern of distribution in the Boise Valley
of the ground waters having doubtful suitability for irrigation. Full
knowledge of that pattern will be essential in ultimate irrigation
development of the valley, but the knowledge can be obtained only
through intensive investigation for which no provision is made in the
alternate plan. The probable origin of the pattern of distribution of
the ground waters is explored on pages 82 to 84 of this report.

UNCOMMON AND MINOR FACTORS IN IRRIGATION SUITABILITY

Boron, in very small amounts, is essential to proper plant growth,
but larger amounts in irrigation water are injurious to many plants.
Specifically, more than about 3.7 ppm of boron is toxic even to plants
that have a relatively high boron tolerance (U. S. Salinity Laboratory
Staff, 1954). In Boise Valley waters that have been analyzed, the
maximum boron content is 0.36 ppm-—an allowable amount even for

hAanan_annaifiera annma

voIon~Sénsivive Cr UPS

Fluoride, a minor constituent in most waters, in ordinary concen-
trations seemingly does not appreciably affect the irrigation quality
of water. It is believed that the silica content usually does not influ--
ence the suitability of water for irrigation, although many soil scientists
believe it has a part in stabilizing soil aggregates, formmg impermeable

ha,rdpan and contributing to plant nutrition. Iron in excess of 0.3
nnm 18 undesirable for irrication nqn chieflv hacanen 1t formg 1nnrana_

S ARASAVRAL VAT AVA AL AAnWUAUAL UST, LaliTiLy MUURWUOU 1V 2ULIILT LEIUL MO U

tlons that clog pipes and sprmklers. In most Boise Valley waters the
iron content is much less than 0.3 ppm. Sulfate, chloride, and nitrate,
which are present in nearly all natural waters, seem to have little-
significance in the suitability for irrigation of the waters in the Boise:
Valley and the Mountain Home area.
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ORIGIN OF THE WATER-QUALITY PATTERN
NATURAL FACTORS

In oversimplified terms, the chemical composition of a natural water
represents a balance between the solubility and chemical activity of
the soils and rocks over or through which the water moves, and the
length of time the water has been in contact with those soils and rocks.
In most of the Boise River watershed above Boise Diversion Dam,
the rock materials contain relatively little soluble minerals; thus,
stream water at the head of the irrigated area in the Boise Valley is
low in dissolved solids (see table 25). The hardness and the amount of

dissolved solids in the river water doubtless increased downstream in

the environment before the advent of irrigation, owing in part to
admixture of ground water. However, the chemical composition of
river water at the lower end of the valley has been modified greatly
by irrigation.

Alluvial gravel on the terraces of the Boise Valley is derived largely
from the granitic terrane above Boise Diversion Dam. Ground water
from the gravel therefore tends to be chemically similar to upstream
Boise River water, though it is somewhat more mineralized because it
has been longer and more intimately in contact with soluble minerals.
The lowland gravel deposits are similar in mineral content to those on
the terraces, but residual soils derived from them tend to contain larger
amounts of soluble minerals. Ground water from the lowland gravel
generally is more mineralized than that from terrace gravel.

Water from the Idaho formation characteristically is relatively
high in fluoride (0.8, 1.4, and 7.0 ppm in wells 5N-4W-35dal, 4N-
4W-15db1, and 1S-2W-8dc1; table 25) and has a high ratio of sodium
to total cations (66, 68, and 80 percent, respectively), owing to the
relative abundance of fluorine- and sodium-bearing minerals in the
lake beds. Water in the deeper part of the Idaho formation is suffi-
ciently well confined by materials of low permeability that it tends to
be of distinctive quality, having a high percentage of sodium.

Practically all samples that were analyzed for fluoride contained an
appreciable amount of that constituent, but concentrations harmful
to health are not common. The highest concentration in beds other
than those of the Idaho formation (3.5 ppm in well 3N-2E-14aal)

is in water derived from fluoride-bearing volcanic rocks similar to those
\rrlfnn]n furnished much of fhn csadiment that composes the Tﬂnhn

formation.
EFFECTS OF IRRIGATION
The chemical quality of water inevitably depreciates as it moves
through an irrigated area. In the Boise Valley such depreciation is
believed to have been a principal factor in determining the current
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Tange in irrigation suitability of both surface and ground waters (fig.
22, p. 76-77). Ground water is the principal vehicle involved in the
mechanism of depreciation.

Main irrigation canals in the Boise Valley convey stream water
from the valley head across earth materials that are highly permeable
in many canal reaches. The water contains substantially less dis-
solved minerals than the ground water that occurred naturally be-
neath the irrigated areas. Water lost by seepage from the canals
locally dilutes the underlying mineralized ground water within irregu-
lar tongues having unknown width and reach westward from the valley
head. Dilution, however, is not universal. A notable exception is
water tapped by well 2N-1W-7be4, only 140 feet from an unlined
canal. A water sample from this well contained 715 ppm of dissolved
solids (see table 25), nearly the highest concentration in any sample
from south of the Boise River. Water in the canal on the same uii."y’
contained only 51 ppm of dissolved solids. There the canal evidently
is insulated from the producing aquifer by an impervious layer.

Away from the inferred tongues of diluted ground water the effects
of irrigation are altogether different, owing to the following principal
factors:

1. Disintegrated crop-plant debris provides soluble nitrogenous

matter and weak acids which are taken up }\v infiltratine water. and

ALLCUUUUL uidla VY Ulvds WULAART 77 ALAUAL 0L U YwaaTiaa AELLEL UL QU URE LGy WLy

the solvent power of the infiltrate may exceed substantially that of
natural recharge water.

2. Soil amenders and fertilizers afford soluble materials that do not
occur naturally. These may be dissolved in substantial amount by
infiltrating irrigation water.

3. Growing plants transpire a substantial amount of water but
incorporate in their tissues only a minute portion of the mineral
matter dissolved in that water. Substantially all the mineral matter

nmg‘:na"v mn fhn franqpn'nr] water rnm;nnc 1n fhn qn'll or Ie ngrﬂnd

22 aTva

downward, ultimately into the underlying ground water, by the
water not transpired. In the Boise Valley, on the average, the ratio
of irrigation water to transpired water is such that the residual which
percolates to ground water would, if no modifications intervened,
have a dissolved-solids concentration about 150 percent of that of
the irrigation water. Further, residual water is recovered repeatedly
as return flow and is reused for irrigation. Thus, mineral matter in
recharge water from irrigation in the extreme western part of the
valley may be several times more concentrated than in the valley-
head river water. :

4. Fine-textured-earth materials, which are abundant in the Boise
Valley, contain sodium-base exchange minerals. In these materials,
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water would exchange its calcium and magnesium for an equivalent
amount of sodium, either in part or substantially in whole.

5. If carbonate and bicarbonate in the irrigation water are con-
siderably more than equivalent to the calcium and magnesium, the
carbonates of these two cations may preclpltate in the soil. Thereby,
the proportionate amount of sodium in the ground-water recharge is
increased, the sodium alkalinity increases, and the tendency toward
solution of organic matter and formation of “black alkali’’ is increased.

The principal net effect of the chemical actions is to increase, in
the ground water, both the absolute amount of dissolved solids and
the relative amounts of sodium, sulfate, and chloride, thus depre-
ciating the suitability of the water for irrigation. The effect is
cumulative and considerable as water moves through the valley,
because drainage water is intercepted for reuse in several successive
irrigation cycles, each cycle further depreciating the quality. Chem-
ical modifications such as those described are inferred to be largely
responsible for the quality of ground waters of classes C.S,, C;S;, and
CsS,, previously described.

Ground-water discharged from the greater part of the Boise Valley
reaches the Boise River, either as underflow or by way of surface
drains. (See pl 5.) This return ﬂow is irrigation water that has
been modified in chemical composition in the manner just described.
At the climax of the irrigation season such water constitutes a sub-
stantial to major part of the river flow at Notus; thus, the chemical
character of the river water depreciates progressively from Boise
Diversion Dam downstream. Return flow is continuous, but during
the nonirrigation season its effect on the quality of river water is less
noticeable, because it is diluted by surface runoff that passes the
diversion dam.

The effects of irrigation on the chemical quality of Boise River
water were the subject of a special study by the Geological Survey in
193940 (Love and Benedict, 1948). Samples were collected from the
river above and below the principal irrigated area, from canals, and
from Lake Lowell. Daily samples were taken from the Boise River at
Notus from January 13, 1939 to January 17, 1940. Snake River water
also was sampled. This study yielded the selected representative
analytical results in table 25 and figure 19.

Between Boise Diversion Dam and Notus the average increase in
dissolved solids was several hundred parts per million. Between the
two stations the chemical differences in the water varied during the
year, the difference being at a minimum in late winter and early spring:
when natural flow was high relative to return flow.
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In contrast, water from the Snake River at Marsing contained
several times as much dissolved solids as Boise River water near
Arrowrock Dam, but less than Boise River water at Notus (table 25
and Jensen, Lewis, and Baker, 1951). The suitability of the Snake
River water for irrigation is only moderately inferior to that of the

Boise River water at Notus and is definitely superior to Boise River
return water at Notus.



EL| s |88 S B et K e tel &

% 2210 . . . 0T} 981 1 hdmmm i)t | ——— .
o 9L g |- 9B MH. 86 8 __| €| 8IT) 998 «.m Mmﬁ m‘m 2 -=+*g 861 ‘g1 *pdog |~===-""-- 1pog
22 | 689 og |----|-----|--m--- ﬁ. llllllllllll 414 TP 662 2 96 9T 14 |..l..©.. |@W| g¢ Tt $961 QN. %ﬁH}H |||||||| “=1Po ¢ mN
SRR AR 3 o It s 3000 s = | @ | e | B s 4 o - T 107281 opeg %
8 gy | o1 |- 8% | 04 o1 0¢ | 11]eo || ----.«.@.ﬁ.m-.g.ﬁ N L %

Y e o - - ot i DO S 0 S B 4 y e : ﬁ s
SRR R Y o it o 2 |- L 8|9 | 9o 7 N RS- I+ OO 0 I—— 8 0z

8 i L e K A 1 I . 91961 | & 99| 6 | 8| TTTTC R O IDPLC
m vL g |--—-lse |01 |~ % w w.mﬂ MM; i4 01 gt |== og |-=====|----- mwm..@m”mw.mmﬂ.w N A1 4 mm
=S R e ol o l5g |-em L _ L 9z | Ti|zo- |eg|gg |--mmmmomeo- .--Mv ........... 10022 A1
& SL e |6 |l R4:J00 VU VU B AN A L A 3 ez | ar|zoc |28 |8 v o
LT . . 01| 09 ! | e [------ o I R R (O -
a8l Gerd | Sr T igse \g60 | Tel |9 0L K R B I LY 49 \TITTzg6l .ﬁ.g_mm .......... foong o | 31
gg|20e |89|0 |s¥ LN IR e R A B - - SO L0 ' IO 36T ‘9 KB |-~~~ LA L I
m e me |3 e r oD | &M ae (g8 | B B, (e 0 |ormielEgdes T . o
1 I gL | v |6 | S8 8IS B | 6€ 0T | &) KNSE |yU oL ) & i ECE [ApgT-M¥-N¥ | 11
TE Lot | 510 |5 | 968 Vo (|2 |8, | B 4% e T I O B B - (e 8961 1°90Q |77 ©
R I R b e R P i A T o | Tl s T @ |- 0p o
m 08 e |81 12 |l oeo | mlio | Sol®%el 3 1ae® ool &l ol o0 ler | |- LEUAUEL ) N—_ e e
V| og ge | gv | 06T | ¥I€ [TTTTTC I - . , . 070|848 |77 €961 ‘22100 |7 Tepge 5
W el &8 |3 |0 |9ez |29 |- g6 |0 sey soqosl gy PL) & - ’ ’
sL|s e 1 i v | g e R I T
1 B R A=t Uk A (A e e |
. S g sz | go| |s¥ | et|v|er g | SO IS ¥
91 | gog 8910 | ¥ [901 |°" op |-~ w m.w mmm ¥9 ez o1 |------ &L mw ........ & m.ﬁ-..h% 190 |TTTITITTTIIqR0E g
- g eg ge | oI -l gg |- V6T ‘03 PAON |- mmenm 2096 z
7 61 ST A0N TTI0%6-MS-Ng | T
m I9j8 A\ PUROID)
PR/ R e - = Sl w|2Z2|=2|al =
3] B2 |2 |8 & sl g ||| E|E gls|lz|lglo| g el
<« 55 | €8 2 e, =4 2 Q ) = 8 = 0 £, g Ei e
= 55 | B |8 S| E|Elg|E|E|E|F|s|8|E|8&
Z $° g2 elg| 2|8 |8 |218|¢8 ElE|E|2 |58
5| F3lg|f sE1® 202 la|8|8|2|2lElsl |8l
= B el >l&|< ~ % Q A ‘0,
5 i | 5 218 ElE 8 €| £ | vowenoojoereq | | wonsorio o
3E s0p®Q sB| O Q g -3 L
m o8 SSOUPICH m e - 5
&
oyw 0 A)ISI0A ¢ oy e —
© P J0 A)1SI10410) PUE ‘WONBWEOYY JO NEOING 'S "N “WIWH o_EPm .,w%aww%wﬂu%wmmmﬂ %ﬁm«.ﬁgmoa@ £q o8k
L p I q sesAreuy  uorpiw Jod syied up SJUSTMIIISUOD [BITUIS
3]0 | 9810 Y2 U . ’ ) [rt0]
110 A 2810 Y1 Ul SLappm [0 $38f)DUD [DIVWIY)—'CY WTIAV ],



LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY ENVIRONMENT

*3[q®} JO PUD }B §930U00] 99

¥l BL9 | 8% |TTTT[TTTTTT TRl 1% 8F1| 891 ¥ (4 9T TTTTTeg6T ‘eT A |t “TTTUIPOGT

0°4 (L A £ S Il It I 4 S Sl Atniend IR 4 8¢ | 008 4 [4Y 8T TTTTTR 86T P AL [Tt IpPIT
PL|TTTTTTRSIBT TTTTI GOT | W0B (T DN 91 7€ | 88 I q°g T = G)

88 9%9 |83 |0 | ¥9T | &% |G0° |8ZL |3° 0°Z v | 968 | &°¢ 001 €L OoF| O |9 {9 | 8961.°Z ' AON

6°9 8¢T | L8 |0 | 6% SIT |”7°"77 8T |TTTTTTIO0°g ST | 99 48 e'e TTTTTTUE96T ‘6T 100

L |TTTTTTTTIO0G T g8 I "°°""7F 0 | ¥ I 8 | €9 PI L GI | 90° 9@ |~ TTTfmmmmmmmmme ST G) Tt §%%4}

TTTT| 986 | PE | ¥ 048 (L9 |TTTTTT| TR |TTTTTTY ¥ 8¢I| €aF L8 54 I8 |777777H B |70 TTTTTLRBT ‘6g AR [T 19001

(] 0v8 | 28 |0 | 48T [ T9¢ | 08" |28 |8 154 8Tl 943 | &8 8Tl ¥1 44 0i09 |28 (" $961 ‘01 LB [~=-=------- R
Lt 918 |29 |0 (702 98¢ | 01" €6 |2 )4 8T %28 | 6°C goT( 8L &g 0198128 |7 8G6T ‘0T "AON |~~~ "--====---- op~~"7"
VL 098 @9 |T 77Tt LY T T 9w T¥1} 292 14 90T 1 141 L LS [TTTTTe €96T ‘8¢ tdeg (Tt 1qU-MT-N¢&
17 e’ Tttt OF 98T (777 0 191 4 128 |19t 8 [ (49 018 |G, |~ T | [4d

09°2 | (42 I - I I 2] S A I O I 4 9gI| €92 g g9 86 LZ2 R T D X 51 O A - LY o s “1qq12

62 (/70 AN D It E I 4 S Rl R (i1 GeT 608 | L°¥ 14 4 |78 R L 28961 ‘01 "3y |~--------- 18881

6°L |95 20 I N R R 1 D R 44 9¢ | €91 g 0g (48 520 R I TTTTp 8961 ‘8T Ang |- TTTTT1008

6°L YO8 | €9 |TTTTyTTTTTY T e T TTTTRYOen 8188 |91 g9gr] T 11 200 TTTTLOg T ¢ €961 ‘4T "8y |~ “199%

L 068 | L9 |77yttt (<A N 86 9ET| 81€ 4 01T} 91 4 Tt ge [tT-mpeger ‘ot tydeg [T mmmeet 1992~ MZ-N€&
T4 00y (8% |0 |QIT |¥8% | 91" | 9T {8 ¥e 69 | 9T | I8 0g 198 1€ 0% )29 (777 8961 ‘1 90Q |~ " “IPPII

09°8 29 (%910 | 61T | O%% |77 In | 8T L2 | 082 96 ¥l € | 8¢ | L8 |77 88961 ‘2Z 0O |77 T Y
8L e | g% [T I D N 81 86 | 918 g ey a1 6y |7 I I O A N 18PIl

6°L g | %6 [*"77|7 T 4 [T 9% 9L | &t (4 [4Y 8T 48 |77 TTTTHE9 |TTTTTe 96T BT AN ST oT10q0T

8L 86 (9910 |28z 1699 |"""771 08 UL 8% STI| O%F ¥ET q¢ 4N 29 199|777 €961 ‘01 "AON |====~=--=—- Tttt op~~""°
274 180 T} 99 |77~ B <20 B (i} 481) 0ZF 4 LBT] 9% 8g |”777T L 28961 ‘cg "3deg |~ "m----- 1998-ME-N&
g8 8¢9 |18 |0 |08 |€0F [ 98" {B8'€ |0O'T 14 8¢ | 942 | 8¢ 6% » 8¢ 068109 |[-7""""39@T ‘9 ABIY [~TTTooo- 18D¢T

'8 e | LF | 0 | 6L 068 | 21" 8" 8’ 0% 61 | 9T | 0°¢ 97 ¥2 | 90" 199199 |- $961 ‘0T LBy [~-7-=- mCTgesyl

6°4 996 | 0g |TTTpTTTTTTITTTTT 88" |77TTTTEETTTTL 89 %0z 612 L 12T 08 09 [F777° TTTTI 88 |TTTTTp €961 LTI CENY |t 1oP2T

€8 Y2 1 €08 | L¥Q | 8T 0L [O°T 17 80T 828 | ¢°6 8% 24 (4] 018199 |777°77" $961 ‘9 LBy TTIAG-MP-NE
'8 0 10%C (€% {80 |9¢ (2T ¥ 9L | 928 (68 89 e 14 019929 |77 7""p9BI ‘0T LB |-~ “TPOZI-MES-NE&
oo TTTTJO08T (882 T 0 | T ¥ a6 | vPL 61 9°9 91 ¢° |93 |9¢ |~-ommmmmmmmoeen OB "TTeage

02 TTTTI89T 908 [T T (A LN T L e €6 ee Frleg |t B G) |77 TTTTTTRDYE-HE-NT
€'8 0 (92T | €% |8T" [0'® |9° 0°6 0g (006 | 1°¢ 14 ¥ (44 01229 $96T ‘0T ABIN |~~~ “T1q901

L4 068 | %% |77 TTTTTTTTT g0t |t 18 08 | 28T 4 8E 9 CE|ITTTTTTITTTI I |77t 8961 ‘1g 8y |t TTT1eR0T-H T-NF
1°2 GIT |8 |0 | I¥ 68 ¥I° | T° L ST (6% |39 0°T |92 [1C €L 10" 192188 |7 8961 ‘9Z "IBINL |"TTTTm COPEL

0°2 08T | 0810 (%9 9T [T777771 40 TTTTTTH O 2L | %6 eI g€ 0g == 18199 |TTTTTTUE96T Y63 "0 |TTTTTTTTTUIPPII-MI-NF
q9°L 694 1 ¥Q (T[T L7 S R IS 4 921l 692 4 86 gl 0g ("7 TTTT1 99 17777z 96T ‘eg t3deg Tttt TTTTU1oqQg

¥4 & 12 I A TTETTALT 7T €% GET| 08 e 18 x4 L el I e R S A e [ E1 T IPBIE-MT-NF




82| geg [o0s|o0 |9 |2e |z |8 |oz | ar|s lee | 2l wmlew | er|gor |98 |TTTTToReer 9 ARWN |TTITTITTTITTIORS |68
¢y | 66 |Tp |98 |90e | 189 | 0 | og | ¥o5| 8¢ 16 | 29l T | e “-g061.63 *990 |1 --ZpPe-M2-S1 | 88
gL | o6g |19| |6 |2 | 8% | g | 19 | 8T 2 g | g |t 1|29 | 8961 'L “A0N | 7777 {DE9 |8
Q €8 66 |89 |0 2P 66T [ 9T | 1€ |CT 91 ST | V8T | 8T 6V | 0°¢ PL |0 (63 | 8L |TTTTTTTTT 1) I "TTgqR-HG-NT | 98
m 8L e9z 168 |0 | 62 $61 9% " 1% {9 11 78 | 96 81 ¥C | G 81 0168} . HHH:w':--H P ”“Hnu.n........“..‘awaﬁHIZg a8
a 18 (96 | 3¢ | P1| 96& | 619 | #§° €1 9° 68 L1G| 98T 1 €79 Tl (4 €8 0]¢e| 89 TTUHG6T ‘0 ABIN - 14991 8
= (] 86T w0 14 881 80 c¢ | ¥ 01 12 | #11 | 8¢ ¥ | €9 81| __0|0F |69 TTTTTTRS6L .m-._” kmdua “”HH-H-:....-;.HnoﬁbPNIZ._. €8
~ Ll ¥5¢ | 0F | 0 | 8L 8T {77719 |[TTT7C 11 0% | 80T ic4 9°q (<2 28189 BN -1 1 Y L O I DR "ZPOL-HE-NC | 8
m €L 1§74 18 77| ¥¢ 117 S ) I ' A 09 |¥'g | 28T Ly g 16 "1 9% | 9L TTTTTUEE6I t6e “I00 TPPES 18
B es| owr|er|o|omse |m8 |10 | sr|zr | se| sslwee |89 | @m p| s olmle | $961 ‘0T A8IN |~--7727T71q481 08
s B Eg s R R E LT BN BR8] NIRRT g
* & i R * i A 4 [ TEEETITTTTHEGG 1T 4 ‘Jdog -7
m gL Or0‘r| 9¢ | 62 | 8¥8 | Q12 (¥ 171 8° 18 gegl 828 [ 9% 6 { e8 1 #0° 09 | 99 TTTTrggel ‘o1 .ammow-.. ......u----n”*?ﬂh LL
& Ly €39 | 9% | 0 161 8% 8z ° e 01 01 P0T| 892 [ SL o1 0g Oj¥e 180 (TTTTTTTT op~TTTTpTTETTTTTT 19q2-MT1-N2 | 92
S zg| ece |w|o |1 |vee [sec | o |9 los | zo|ow |¢9 | e 1| ov| ofec|os | =="p961 ‘9 ABIN |77 IG0E5- ME-NG | S
S 1| sz |ot|t (s |z | oolow | og | a1 |8 L8 98 | @ | |ze|9e |~---gger ‘0l “AoN |--TT-TTTTIqQgE 7.
RoLER S B B B R BRI T e
| y 1| 9% er |~ 1 F 1 y 0 S R A DB
Z LTt ¢ ["""°p 80T |[g6T [~ ¥ g g qg _w«ﬁ t44 9°9 (43 1° |8 g (|~ - 7 7 [€) 20 It 19991 1L
L]
< 99 |77 €177 P€ 69 |77 3’ o 1 9 #g 8 LT T | <0 1| 8¢ TTTTTmmmmm [O 2 “TPBYL 04
M 89 |77 08 [""77| 80T 88T "7 0 |91 1 4 ¢ | 021 03 L8 @l ¢ g |~ T () |t Kadiid! 69
(V1020 D 09 [ BL 88¢ |77 0 ¢'g L 69 | ZIT 18 0% 9 | 1 8C | 99 T [OR Mttt TTIsEy] 89
= L9 |7 9€ ("7 &L 154 S 0 | €& 14 I | 00T 61 [ 9| 90" (g | H..--:-...HHH“‘”QV R 51| 9
m 9L |m 7T 88 7777 8% ¥ |77 0 |¥ 4 PLo| 9L 11 g1 1 | R 2 D R - @) |t Pq6 99
L |mTr W |[777| €8 (177 U 0 (9 9 g | 821 54 0% 0g | 60 1S I [ON e T TTTesg 9
N) LT 68 |""77[ 29 £ S 0 g’ g €1 | 001 8L ¢1 %2 | 30° Ig | 19 |~-mmmmmmmm e [OR “TIPYY 9
< MM Sm mw JoT|eor_|ogv MA..,.-- jsel m mmﬁ Nmﬂ 0 9% 28 m mo 0°_j8v. mm L mm.m.@- HHHHH.:E..HNI.WHM...ZM- mw
£0p
DL.. €L 91z (99| 0 |78 8L |~ 8C |PT 0-¢ L3 | 8L 1 8 1€(9¢ |6°L (8" | P8 |9¢ “=mTTmgGeT ‘7o tydeg |ttt ZPe9S-HT-N€ | 19
m ponnIuo)—IdjeM pPunolr)
<
k=) 0 wn w [# ' wm
= 55 g8 = =1 B 2 | & = | 8| E | £ | 5 8
SN L IR S AR AR AR AU AR AR ERI1 "
< o |2 E S m. = m 3|lal| 8| & m Zz| B |3 g W UOP99[100 JO 81B(T u07}€00[ 10 ord
m @5 m g B3 2 I N I~ & ‘ON Supids J0 oM |-k
45 | Ta ~ i 3
S Q ik r
B 8e t0p8) SB[ S Q <
.Om sSoUpieH | £ i
X snunuo)—A A 2510 oYy} UL 8L9)0M fo 898AIOUD VNUWIYH)— QT ATAV
o0 p g 1 Y, td X5



o
0

LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY ENVIRONMENT

‘uole}g juewniiedxy [BIng a3y oyep] jo L1s1eAmnf) Aq SISA[eUY o
ogep] ‘esiog ‘UOIIBWIBIIAY Jo neeing g ') Aq SISARUY g
‘ogep] ‘estog ‘yireeq a1qng jo justnjrede ogepl £q SISA[BUY 1

g4
: '8
8L
69
0°8

9L

081
688

106

992
001
00t
00t
00t
00t
00t
001
08T
26T
29

001
992

1%
€2
[44
2!

]I

1€

88
€18

Ve

gel
(44

901
(441

lig}
Wi

14
g9

¥

L€
(4}

8¢

&3

&

€6 91
Ti1 91
GLI ¥
1Y) eI
(4} £6 44
81 79 61
81 78 €2
8 0¢ 9
g 91 4
6°C ge | L8
9% (]
9T 18¢ |81
L8 g’
6¢ |19 |9°¢
6¢ |L¢ |E€F
6'¢ |09 g¢
6'¢ {98 |77
I'¢ | 8¢ | 1L
e |99 | &
6¢ |69 | ¥
L (€9 (g€
08 9°g
69 L1
€ ¢l
g 6°'1
¥2 98 gz

(44
8%
28

92
0g

eI

€1

[44

“~ 6861 ‘02-11 98T
“=6861 ‘0z-11 "3ddS
"~ 6861 ‘¢-13 ounf
“" 6861 ‘02-TT "TBIN
"y 661 ‘92-¢T1 1dag

"¢ 6¥61 ‘Gg-8 ounyg

...... ¢ 8761 ‘L "190
"¢ 8P61 ‘0g-L1 "1ddg

s 8¥61 ‘958 euny
TTTTTegel gg tadey
...... £961 ‘01 "3dag

...... 2961 ‘01 "9dog
~7T7Tga6T ‘el tdeg
“""¢ 6461 ‘g5-6 *3dog
T Tg6¥6I ‘LI-T oung
£'6¥61
‘11 adv-13 IR

£ 6F61 ‘2
‘uBL-8F6I ‘T 09
" "2 8F61 ‘02-9 "jdeg
“""g 8F6T ‘13-, eunyp

1 '8%61
1 "1dy-6% 1B

..... 18961 ‘01 ‘3uy
" 686T ‘18-18 00
“T"6€61 ‘08-1g }deg
7 6861 ‘08-12 ouns
“686T ‘O1-T “ady

TTTTUegel ‘g tideg

............... ~---op-----

----------..------- op-----
‘(jeue) snjoN)
MO WINJOL I0A[Y osTog

‘oA

--:------..--:- --op-----

‘we( uols

~IOAT([ 98 I0ATY esiog
I0ATY

osiog  ‘yeel) QI00

3001
~MOLY 180U yousy
anpmo( 9B J9ATY ostog

‘e3pLig Suls
-IB] 18 IOATY oOYBUS

201
201
¥01

%01
10t

001

6

96
76
%6

16

Jojem 9dvjIng

886771 O—B7——T



90 THE ALTERNATE PLAN, MOUNTAIN HOME PROJECT, IDAHO

avm M a

SALT BALANCE

Under the conditions prevailing in the Boise Valley, the suitability
of the water for irrigation can be maintained only if water is allowed
to waste in a quantity sufficient to carry out excess dissolved salts.
The so-called salt balance is favorable only so long as the chemical
quality of the water finally applied to the land does not exceed toler-
able limits of salinity hazard and sodium hazard. Available data sug-
gest that the Boise Valley may be on the verge of an unfavorable salt
balance, and an unfavorable balance might develop during a succession
of dry years such as occurred in the thirties. An investigation much
more intensive than was feasible for the present appraisal would be
required to determine the actual existing salt balance.

Operation of the alternate plan would tend to change the present
salt balance of the Boise Valley, and make it less favorable, because

tha nd + that 14 —
the ground water that would be pumped for exchange and offset

likewise, the surface water that would be pumped from the Snake
River into Lake Lowell—would be less suitable in quality for irrigation
than the water it would replace. The balance would become still
less favorable if the plan should result in a substantially smaller mini-
mum river flow, or a more prolonged period of low flow, passing Boise
Diversion Dam during the irrigation season. Whether the less favor-
able balance could be tolerated is not answerable from facts now in

hand.
FEASIBILITY OF THE ALTERNATE PLAN

The task of this report is to determine, in terms of hydrology and
geology, whether the alternate plan is physically feasible and could be
operated successfully for an indefinitely long time, and to evaluate
the hydrologic aspects of the plan in terms of advantage or disad-
vantage, compared to the bencfit or nonbenefit of not executing the
plan, or of executing a different plan. The evaluation necessarily is
broad in scope, having in mind the ultimate needs of the entire area
in which the plan would operate (Carr, 1953).

BASIC PROPOSALS AND ASSUMPTIONS OF THE ALTERNATE PLAN

The alternate plan makes the following basic proposals (Sloan,
1953):
1. Divert yearly 60,000 acre-feet of surface water from the Boise

T e Az b o

River at Liucky Peak Dam to the Hillcrest division of the Mountain
Home project, and 540,000 acre-feet from the South Fork of the
Boise River to the Long Tom division.

2. Pump 150,000 acre-feet of Snake River water into Lake Lowell
to replace an equal amount of exported Boise River water.
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3. Pump 150,000 additional acre-feet of Snake River water as part
of a power-generation scheme. Generate power as an incident to
operations (1) and (2).

4. Pump yearly an average of 225,000 acre-feet of Boise Valley
ground water to replace an equal amount of exported Boise River
water; in years of short surface-water supply in the Boise River, pump
as much as 75,000 acre-feet of supplemental ground water; that is, a
total of as much as 300,000 acre-feet.

5. Pump additional ground water to replace depleted return water
now used to satisfy downstream rights.

6. Drain 225,000 acres of waterlogged land in the Boise Valley as
an essential incident to pumping ground water for irrigation.

These proposals of the alternate plan are based on certain major
assumptions, on the validity of which depend the physical feasibility

and ultimate advantage of the entire plan. These assumptions, ex-

pressed or implied, are as follows:

1. Diversion requirement for Mountain Home plateau.

a. That the gross water-diversion requirement for Mountain Home
land would be 4.85 acre-feet per acre, compared to 5.4 feet estimated
in the original plan (expressed).

b. That 540,000 acre-feet of live water is present in the South Fork
of the Boise River at the proposed diversion point and at the pro-

posed time of diversion, and that this water could be made available

£ + 1
to the Long Tom dl‘nsmn Further, that 60,000 acre-feet of water in

the Boise River at Lucky Peak Dam could be made available to the
Hillerest division (expressed).

c. That 225,000 acre-feet of Boise River water above Boise Diver-
sion Dam is surplus and could be exported without the need for re-
placement water (expressed).

2. Exchangeability of Snake River water. That 150,000 acre-feet
of Snake River water could be pumped into Lake Lowell and ex-
changed for the same volume of Boise River water (implied). That
power generation is feasible as an incident to this exchange (expressed).

3. Exchangeability of Boise Valley ground water.

a. That ground water at the well head can be exchanged, acre-foot
for acre-foot, for Boise River water above Boise Diversion Dam (im-
plied). The plan recognizes, however, that the surface water is not
necessarily completely replaceable by the exchange, and provides for
a small amount of additional pumping to offset reduced return flow.

b. That the ground water is chemically suitable for irrigation,
would remain so for all time, and is a suitable substitute for part of

‘rhp proennf enlr'f"ann_“rnfar- a‘npplyf (u.u.yxxod)

4. Availability and accessibility of ground water.
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a. That 225,000 to 300,000 acre-feet of usable ground water is
available.and accessible within an arearwhere it could be Dmctlcablv
substituted for surface water (expressed).

b. That 450 irrigation and drainage Wells, spaced one-fourth mile
apart and “adjacent to each of the main supply canals below the
Boise Diversion Dam,” would deliver the required amount of replace-
ment water during a pumping season of 125 days (expressed).

c. That additional satisfactory wells can be installed wherever
needed to satisfy local shortages of water that may develop owing to
depleted return-flow (expressed).

d. That the wells would have an average depth of 60 feet, and an
average pumping lift of 65 [sic] feet, with an average yield of 2.0 cfs
(expressed).

5. Drainage benefits.

That pumping 225,000 to 300,000 acre-feet of water from wells
would lower the water table 4.5 to 5 feet beneath 225,000 acres of land
(expressed).

Minor additional assumptions also are involved.

Obviously these proposals of the alternate plan have far-reaching
implications. The plan would alter the patterns of water supply and
use in three major geographic areas: the Boise River basin, the Snake

Pirar walla nd 4+ i
River valley, and the Mountain Home plateau. Accordingly, de-

termining the validity of the major assumptions is appropriate as
a test of the feasibility of specific proposals. An analysis of the
assumptions follows, each being considered in the order listed above,
except for the assumption about chemical suitability of the water.
The chemical quality has been discussed in detail (pp. 70-90) and fur-
ther discussion of chemical quality is deferred to the end of this sec-
tion in order not to interrupt discussion of the mechanics of exchang-
ing and replacing water.

DIVERSION REQUIREMENT FOR MOUNTAIN HOME PROJECT

The alternate plan fixes the gross water-diversion requirement for
new project land at 4.85 acre-feet per acre, computed as follows:

Acre-ft per acre

Consumptive USe . - _ - - - 2.2

Canal and lateral losses and waste_ _ - o ccoc oo ___ 1. 90

Deep percolation from the land._. e oo ___ .75
Total. o o o e 4, 85

The proposed delivery of water to farms under the alternate plan is

not stated as bubh but apya.lcuu}‘y’ would be 2.95 Q"T‘D—F“C‘* per acre:

2.2 acre-feet for consumptlve use and 0.75 acre-foot for deep per-
IR [ I

colation, or 74 percent of the 4.0 acre-feet per acre now delivered to
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Boise Valley farms. The writers know of no irrigated ‘area in Idaho
that operates voluntarily with a farm delivery of water as small #is
2.95 acre-feet per acre. The original plan proposed a’water-diversion
requirement of 5.4 acre-feet per acre, plus redmarsmn of some return
water.

The appropriate duty of water for Mountain Home lands depénds
pa.rtly on 0perationa1 procedures, irrigation prsictices, and other
factors with which the present report is not concerned. Hydrologic
and geologic factors that would materially influence the duty of
water, however, are appropriate topics for discussion here."

The alterna,te plan states (Sloan, 1953) that “This fizure of 4.85
acre-feet per acre is identical with average diversions of Boise River
natural stream flow over the last 10 years.” Apparently it was as-
sumed that all diversions from the river above Notus are ‘“natural

” +h P i .
stream flow.” Actually, however, in recent years these diversions

have included an average of 200,000 acre-feet of water that already
has been used once and is merely being recycled, according to records
of the Bureau of Reclamation in 1954. Additional water is diverted
from drains before it reaches the Boise River and the volume of
gross diversions is about 5.6 to 6.0 acre-feet per acre. Delivery of
water to farms in the Boise Valley ranges from about 3.7 to 4.5 feet
to individual farms, despite the advantage that summer rainfall
supplies about 0.2 foot of the consumptive-use demand. Presuma:bly

ryr T + +-1.3
very little consumptive use on the Mountain Home project would

be satisfied by rainfall during the growing season.

An appropriate estimate of diversion requirements for the Mountain

Home land probably could be made with farm-delivery requirement
-as a starting point. Transmission losses and recovery of return flow
then could be estimated and added to obtain the value for diversion
requirements.

In much of the Mountain Home plateau the soil is largely wind-
blown material overlying basalt; there are extensive sandy and gra,veily
areas. A somewhat similar area is the Minidoka North Side pumping
division of the Minidoka project. New land on that project cur-
rently is being developed with ground water, and the estimated duty
of water at well heads on or near farms is about 3.65 acre-feet per
acre. This is understood to include about 0.15 foot for transmission
loss and farm waste, leaving about 3.5 feet for farm delivery. So far
as climate and geologic materials are concerned, the water requirement
for the Mountain Home plateau probably would not be less than that
for the Minidoka North Side division Improved irrigation eﬂieiency

- sdtiee the Teaiiveme

and extensive use of sprinkler irrigation might reduce the requirement

as much as 10 percent, or to 3.1 feet.
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The alternate plan allows 40 percent (1.9 acre-ft per acre) for “‘canal
and lateral losses and waste.” The actual losses would depend on the
permeability of geologic materials at the surface and at shallow depth
beneath canals and irrigated fields, On the Mountain Home plateau
the older terrace gravel, alluvium of Indian Creek, and windblown
silt occur in substantial areas that would be irrigated and through
which canals would pass. These materials are similar in composition
and permeability to the younger terrace gravel, alluvium of Indian
Creek, and fine-grained sediments in the Boise Valley, through which
there are extensive canal systems.

Thus it must be assumed that transmission losses and deep percola-
tion on the plateau would be as great as, or greater than, in the
Boise Valley, where canal and lateral losses are 30 percent and farm

waste. is about 5 percent. The allowance of 40 percent under the

alternate plan total thus may be adequate. Recovery of water, at

least in early years of operation, would not be as extensive on the
plateau as it is in the valley, owing to differences in the subsoil and
geologic materials at shallow depth and to the depth to the water
table. In parts of the plateau the soil is underlain by tight basalt,
caliche, and fine sediments on which percolating water might perch
and ultimately be discharged to drainageways where it would be
available for rediversion. Perched or semiperched ground water

occurs in the vicinity of Mountain Home, where recharge is partly

- . . R
from irrigation and would be increased by new irrigation. The

project water supply uitimately might be increased by pumping
perched ground water.

On the other hand, much of the plateau is underlain by permeable
basalt and sediments through which water would percolate downward
to the water table, some hundreds of feet below. Ground-water
recharge from irrigation will raise the water table to some new equi-
librium level which cannot be predicted. That level, however, may
be sufficiently high that ground-water will be discharged to surface
drainageways within parts of the project. Failing that, the depth to
water may be sufficiently small in some areas to permit economical
pumping from the regional zone of saturation.

The amount of water that could be recycled is indeterminate and in
any event extensive recycling would not be possible in early years of

_operation. Thus, only a small quantity of water for recycling could
‘be presumed in estimates of the initial diversion requirement. . As-
suming a requirement of 3.1 to 3.5 feet for deliveryto farms, and
. transmission loss of 1.9 feet, the diversion requirement would be. 5.0



FEASIBILITY OF THE ALTERNATE PLAN , 95

to 5.4 feet, or near the requirement estimated in the original plan.”
If the original-plan estimate is correct, and the diversion requirement
actually is 5.4 acre-feet per acre, then the area served under the
alternate plan would have to be reduced by 12,500 acres; that is,
by slightly more than the area of the Hillerest unit, or by 10 percent
of the total alternate-plan land.

AVAILABILITY OF BOISE RIVER WATER

The alternate plan assumes that 540,000 acre-feet of water will be
available in the South Fork of the Boise River for diversion to the
Long Tom division. Records of the discharge of the South Fork
immediately below Anderson Ranch Reservoir cover only the period
since April 1943, during which runoff was somewhat more than normal.
The average yearly discharge during that period was slightly more
than 600,000 acre-feet. The lowest discharge of record was 458,000
acre-feet in 1944; in several years the discharge was less than 540,000
acre-feet. 'The currently allotted irrigation-storage space in Anderson
Ranch Reservoir is 418,000 acre-feet. Evidently more of the available
space would have to be used for holdover storage, and this would de-
crease the amount of water available for power generation during the
nonirrigation season, as well as the total output of firm power. A
firm supply of 540,000 acre-feet thus is not available for the Long
Tom division from perennial river discharge. Availability of the

a nn awvailahilider ~ L V3 B}
water’ therefore depends on availability of holdover storage, on reser-

voir operations, and on flow-routing procedures.

There appears to be little question of the availability of 60,000
acre-feet of water for the Hillerest Division, but, in conjunction with
diversions from the South Fork, the entire river and reserveir opera-
tion would be involved. ,

The availability of 225,000 acre-feet of surplus Boise River water
above Boise Diversion Dam is confirmed in the base-period average.
However, the exact place and the time of availability remain to be sub-
stantiated. The surplus is only part of the total diversion require-
ment of the alternate plan; its amount determines how much surface
water would not have to be replaced with ground-water. Thus, the
fact is decisive that, in 6 of the 20 base-period years, there was little
or no surplus surface water and there were actual deficits ranging from
3,800 to 107,000 acre-fect. A dry year or series of dry years would

7 After this report was prepared the United States Bureat of Reclamation released, in duplicated form, a
report on the alternate plan (Bur. Reclamation, Region I, Special Report. The alternate plan for Mountaim
Home Irrigation and Drainage project, Idaho, 83 p.; dated November 1954 but actually released in April
1955). According to that report the estimated diversion requirement is 5.2 feet for the Long Tom unit and

5.5 feet for the Hillerest unit, to permit farm delivery of 3.8 acre-feet per irrigable ares.
.
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require availability of water from holdover storage in Anderson Ranch
Reservoir. Thus the whole water requirement of the plan depends on
‘operation of the reservoir and on downstream diversion requirements.

EXCHANGEABILITY OF SNAKE RIVER WATER

The alternate plan proposes to pump 150,000 acre-feet of Snake
River water into Lake Lowell to replace an equal amount of Boise River
water. As much as 150,000 additional acre-feet of water would be
‘pumped into the lake for temporary storage, later to be discharged by
gravity back to the Snake River through a power-generation penstock.
‘The latter provision, incidentally, would provide reserve capacity
to pump additional replacement water from the Snake River in years
of short supply from the Boise. It has been suggested that the reserve
‘c¢apacity might be increased as a safety factor. Such an increase
"probably is not feasible, for operational reasons. '

Lake Lowell currently is filled yearly with live water from the Boise
River, diverted through the New York Canal and Deer Flat feeder canal.
'Substitution of live water from the Snake River would not alter the
“water-supply status of land served by the reservoir, which depends
on the live water and return flow therefrom. The estimated loss from
_the existing canals (see p. 47) contributes to usable return flow east
of Lake Lowell, but this could not be replaced at Lake Lowell. Ex-
change of Snake River water for an equal volume of Boise River water
would be reasonable only if the exchange were for water delivered at
_the reservoir. Presumably, actual delivery of live Boise River water
at Lake Lowell is about 142,500 acre-feet (150,000 acre-feet less a
transmission loss of perhaps 5 percent).

The proposed extra pumping capacity on the Snake River could
provide a real reserve capacity to furnish replacement water. It
seems, however, that replacement in excess of 300,000 acre-feet a year
would not be feasible because 300,000 acre-feet of live water, plus
diverted return flow derived therefrom, is a full supply for all land
served by Lake Lowell (Bureau of Reclamation records; 1954)—that is,
"no more than 300,000 acre-feet of Snake River water would be usable
"in the Boise Valley on land served by Lake Lowell.

Feasibility of the power-generation provisions of the alternate plan,
including pumping from the Snake River, manipulation of Lake
Lowell, and return of water from the lake to the river, depends partly
on geologic and hydrologic factors. The permeable basin of Lake
Lowell allows large losses of water by infiltration. Siltation gradually
has sealed the floor of the lake and reduced the rate of loss since the
reservoir was first filled, but loss still is substantial at high-water
stages, when reservoir content exceeds 100,000 acre-feet (figs. 23, 24).
The negative losses shown by the graphs are gains in reservoir

o a o a B e hee o anls -, 1
content from return of bank storage. Use of the high-level storage
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space during the irrigation season would increase the total yearly
loss, shift the time of the principal return seepage into the nonirri-
gation season, and probably cut down total return by shortening the
return period. Owing to these infiltration losses at high storage
levels, all the water pumped from the river would not be returnable,
acre-foot for acre-foot, to generate power. Moreover, if power
generation required a full reservoir when the storage level otherwise .

14 ho 1 +tha om : 1 1 1 1
would be low, the ground-water regimen and drainage situation in

areas adjacent to the reservoir would be affected.

EXCHANGEABILITY OF BOISE VALLEY GROUND WATER

Ground water pumped under the alternate plan would include two
replacement -categories, exchange water and offset water. The two
collectively are here called replacement water. Exchange water—
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225,000 acre-feet per year—is that which will replace exported river

water on an exchange ratio of unity. Offset water would be pumped

1o compensate the effects of diminished surface water in the valley.
EXCHANGE WATER

The alternate-plan proposal to exchange 225,000 acre-feet of ground
water for an equal amount of surface water implies that water from
the two sources is equivalent, acre-foot for acre-foot. That assumption
is correct only in a narrow sense. Ignoring the depletion of return flow
that will be caused by pumping ground water, in general a foot of
water at any point in the irrigated area has the same potential value,
whatever its source, and at the given point the given water will be
disposed partly by consumptive use, partly by ground-water recharge,
and partly by return flow and rediversion. Thus, under the alternate
plan there would be no essential qualitative change in the regimen of
diversion (considering pumping as a type of diversion), rediversion, or
application of water to the land. Quantitative changes, however,
would be substantial: the total amount of surface water in the valley
and the return flow from that water would be diminished, and return
flow would be further diminished, because ground-water levels would
be lowered by pumping.

Presumably, for the alternate plan to be accepta le to Boige Valley

a Yaalw wa.vv.-.uwvv a WUV g VRS ARt

water users, ‘an undiminished supply of 1rr1gat10n Water must be
assured. Such assurance would be possible only if the total effect of
the alternate plan on the water supply were foreseen and if provisions
were made, as necessary, to offset adverse effects. The return-flow
and rediversion regimen in the irrigated area is very complex.” Inade-
quacies of available data prevent accurate quantitative analysis of
all the factors in this regimen. It is clear, however, that a simple
exchange of ground water for exported Boise River water, acre-foot
for acre-foot, would not assure continued delivery of an undiminished

water supply at farm headgates.

OFFSET WATER

p11mp1ng of affeat watar ia nnf nrnmr]pﬂ fnr ﬂ'l‘lﬂn i ti 1 fhe
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alternate plan, either in the estimates of construction, operation, and
maintenance costs or in the estimate of the required volume of
ground-water pampage. Under the alternate plan the amount of
water passing Boise Diversion Dam would be diminished by 600,000
acre-feet per year. Removal of much of this water would have little
or no effect on the return-flow regimen in the Boise Valley. Specifi-
cally, the 225,000 acre-feet of surplus river water never gets onto
irrigated land and does not enter the return-flow regimen. The
150,000 acre-feet that nn'rvmn“v goes to Lake Lowell contributes a

feW percent of its volume to ground-wa.ter recharge (transmission loss
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between diversion point and Lake Lowell). Part of this recharge

mIgrnhn to the Mountain Home nlatesu, and nn]v the remasinder
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contributes to Boise Valley return ﬂow If this rema,mder is half the
total canal loss its amount is in the order of 20,000 acre-feet a year
(see p. 47); potential diminution of valley return flow in this amount
would be. relatively inconsequential. Thus, the dominant ecritical
factors are removal from the Boise Valley irrigation system of 225,000
acre-feet of surface water, and pumping 225,000 acre-feet or more of
ground water.

Water originating above Boise Diversion Dam has an effective

volume. on the irricated lands. oreater than its actual volume at the
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dam, owing to salvage and reuse of return flow. The ratio of live
water to the effective usable volume on the land ranges between 3.8 to
5.8 and 4.1 t0 6.0 (see pp. 36—37). The greater the distance from the
point of diversion the greater the usable net increase in the water,
owing to the greater number of times the water is recycled For the
exchange area (east of Notus) the ratio of increase is somewhat less
than for the project as a whole, because replaced water is recycled.
fewer times. The ratio 1 to 1.6 has been suggested as an appropriate
average for the exchange area by the Bureau of Reclamation. Accord-
ing to that estimate it would require 1.6 acre-feet of pumped water
m Uﬂe excnange area to I‘epla.ce 1 301'6-1001} OI uve Wa:UGI' Oi‘igma.uug .
above the diversion dam, and 360,000 acre-feet of ground water would
be required to replace 225,000 acre-feet of live water. If additional
ground water were pumped in years of short surface supply to com-
pensate a shortage of 75,000 acre-feet of live water, as suggested in
the alternate plan, the maximum ground-water pumpage would be
480,000 acre-feet.

The opinion outlined above holds, in effect, that the volume of
water pumped at any place on the project must equal the effective
volume of water diverted at Boise Diversion Dam. However, the
ratio 1 to 1.6 merely expresses the amount of return flow (1.6 feet)
that must be recovered and placed in the system in order to meet the
farm-delivery requirement of 4.0 feet. An alternative view is that
no offset water need be pumped for that land because return flow need
not be recovered for the land served by ground water.

Neither of the above viewpoints considers adequately the basic

fant that in ardar +a agcarira a anntintiad f11ll arnnlvy af wetar in tha
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Boise Va]ley, ground water would have to be pumped in whatever
quantity is necessary to offset the effects on the entire system of
removing 225,000 acre-feet of live surface water and of pumping re-
placement ground water. The first view, requiring an exchange ratio
of 1 to 1.6, makes no allowance for the effects of pumping. The
second view ignores the fact that removal of the surface water would
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affect return flow in all the exchange area and beyond that area, not
just in specified parts of it.

P Ve e

TOTAL REPLACEMENT WATER

The proposal of the alternate plan to export 225,000 acre-feet of
water would remove from the Boise Valley system 16 percent of the
1,400,000 acre-feet of live river water estimated to be required for a
full supply to Boise Valley lands. Return flow would be depleted at
least 16 percent. Actual depletion would be appreciably more than
16 percent because lowered ground water levels would diminish the
ratio of return flow to the live water rema.lmng in the system. De-
pletion that would result from this cause is assumed here to be 20
percent of the return flow, or 80,000 acre-feet (1,800,000 acre-feet
grossdiversion minus 1,400,000 acre-feetlive water supply equals 400,000

anra_fant nattivn Aoy 11aad  $Fimmans 0 ON nnnn]n LN NNN acrofoot) Tha
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implied total replacement water required would be 225,000 plus 80,000
or 305,000 acre-feet. Because of the method used for computation,
this would be true whether the pumped wells delivered water directly
to farms or delivered it to main canals and laterals. This simple
calculation, however, ignores the further depletion of return flow that
would ensue when ground-water pumping withdrew from storage
the water that maintains currently high ground-water levels and

return flow. In some areas of intensive pumping, return flow might

cease altogether. Indeed, it is basic to the effectiveness of the al-

ternate plan that lowering of water levels must occur; otherwise there
would be no drainage benefit.

The depletion of return flow that will be caused by withdrawal of
ground water from storage cannot be estimated at this time. In-
evitably, however, pumping would lower ground-water levels progress-
ively to some undetermined equilibrium level. At some places the
lowering would be less than a foot. Elsewhere it would be a few feet
to some tens of feet. In much of the area usable return flow might
cease altogether. In that case questions of volumes of offset water
and exchange water would be academic—it would be necessa,ry to
pump whatever water is needed to supplement that available from
the Boise River.

Heavy ground-water draft or substantially lowered ground-water
levels probably would intercept some of the present surface-water
supply by inducing greater loss from flowing canals and drains, at
least locally (see p. 67). Such interception would require pumping

of additional offset water, the amount of which cannot be estimated

from data at hand. From the above considerations it is evident that

the ground-water pumping required in a normal year under the alternate
1 oL LY T L b o at 1Tl o ONN NNN o ann Fand o eraam
plan prooably would be supstanviailly more val oUu,Uuu atio-100L & y Oad,
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rather than 225,000. If depletion of return flow becomes widespread
the required volume of pumpage might rise to 460,000 acre-feet or
more. If extra ground water were pumped in years of short surface
water supply, total pumpage might approach 500,000 acre-feet a
year. In other words, the ratio of replacement to exported water
probably would not be less than 1.3 to 1 and in dry years might ex-
ceed 2 to 1.

AVAILABILITY OF BOISE VALLEY GROUND WATER

The alternate plan states that 225,000 to 300,000 acre-feet of ground
water is available and accessible within an area where its recovery
and exchange for surface water would be practicable. The area of
practicable recovery and exchange is called herein the exchange area
(fig. 11). Within the lowland some substantial outlying areas

contribute to the exchange ares hv oround-water underflow. The
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northera highland. also contrlbutes by underﬂow to the lowland.

The estimates on pages 42, 43, and 47 of this report indicate that
potential yearly recharge in the contributing area is about 86,000
acre-feet by underflow from the northern highland, 35,000 acre-feet
from the eastern upland; and about 320,000 acre-feet from irrigation.
Thus the potential total from all sources is 554,000 acre-feet. Identi-
fied ground-water depletion currently is about 232,000 acre-feet, but

much of the depletion occurs west of the contributing area. The
rn:urhm] nneommitted nnfom‘hn] recharoe thus is more than 322.000
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a.cre—feet and possibly approaches 400,000 acre-feet. The amount of
the potential that actually becomes recharge is not known but may
approach the amount of replacement water that ordinarily would
be pumped under the altérnate plan—300,000 to 400,000 acre-feet.
Exportation of 225,000 acre-feet of surface water would lessen
potential ground-water recharge somewhat, as has been shown, but
certain compensating factors would operate. Without the alternate
plan, future diversion of surface water to the Boise Valley probably
will approach a full supply of 1,400,000 acre-feet, because operation
of Anderson Ranch Reservoir has increased the supply of divertible
live water. Under this Ieg“u‘ﬂeu the volume of puwnmu,r gruuuu—wu‘ﬂei‘
recharge from irrigation would be 809,000 acre-feet per year -(see
p. 47) lass 20,000 acre-feet lost by underﬂow to the Mountain Home
plateau, or 789,000 acre-feet. (Note that that amount would be
potential recharge; some of the water would run off at the surface
without recharging ground water.) Exportation of 225,000 acre-feet
of surface water would diminish potential recharge from irrigation
to about 584,000 acre-feet a year in the entire irrigated area, or about
105 000 acre-feet less than the 689,000 acre-feet of potential annual
recharge during the base period. Distributed proportionately, the

decrease in the exchange area would be roughly 57,000 acre-feet.
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Lowered water levels, caused by pumping ground water, would
diminish natural ground-water discharge and increase the amount of
recharge that could be accepted; that is, so long as recharge is being
rejected, pumping may cause recharge to increase, thus automatic-
ally providing for partial replenishment of the pumped water. Erad-
ication of water-loving native vegetation, whose consumptive use is
large, also would increase the amount of uncommitted ground water.

Evidently, owing to the interplay of various factors in the water
regimen of the Boise Valley, the amount of actual ground-water
recharge under the alternate plan would not be much less than it is
at present. Potential perennial recharge in the contributing area
still would be in the range of 300,000 to 400,000 acre-feet a year, and
actual recharge might be about equal to total replacement pumpage.

ACCESSIBILITY OF THE GROUND WATER

Granting that the required amount of water is available for pump-
ing in the Boise Valley, a crucial remaining question is what part of
the total supply is accessible. That is, how much can be intercepted
and used during the pumping season? The feasibility of the entire
alternate plan hinges largely on the answer to this question, because,

if the required amount of water cannot be obtained, the rest of the
n]nn will be larcelv unwaorkable.
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It is not posmble to intercept and recover by pumping all the
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charge, a continuous year-round process, cannot be stopped alto-
gether. Moreover, pumping would occur during less than half the
year. Although the pumping and irrigation seasons would coincide,
not all the recharge from irrigation could’be recovered. Discharge
and uncommitteed potential recharge probably do not exceed the
total probable pumping demand and it would not be feasible to
recover 100 percent of the total supply. Thers are, however, two
mitigating features: Some ground water may be pumped outside the
exchange area if depletion of return flow requires offset water to be
pumped west of Caldwell. About one-third of the pumped ground
water would be consumed by crop plants and about two-thirds would
become potential return recharge. Net ground-water depletion under
the alternate plan would be on the order of 100,000 to 150,000 acre-
feet a year. Return recharge would lag somewhat after pumping,
so that depletion at the close of the irrigation season would be less
than pumpage but more than ultimate depletion.

Seemingly, ground water to operate the alternate plan is available

.
in the required average yearly volume of 300,000 to more than 400,000

acre-feet. Whether that: quantlty could be withdrawn yea,rly w1thm
the b—montn irrigation season and without local temporary mining of
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some water (lowering of water levels below a reasonable maximum
pumping lift) remains uncertain. Furthermore, it is not certain
that mined water would be replenished before the onset of another
irrigation season and there is no assurance that withdrawal of ground
water at the desired average rate would be practicable in all parts
of the valley for all time. To answer these fundamental questions
would require intensive investigation, possibly as suggested on pages
114-115. The prospects warrant such investigation.

WELL DISTRIBUTION AND CHARACTERISTICS

The alternate plan proposes to install 450 irrigation and drainage
wells, spaced one-fourth mile apart and “adjacent to each of the main
supply canals below the Boise Diversion Dam.” The plan assumes
that the wells would have an average capacity of 2 cfs, that the gross

HNUMDING Canaet wounld be ann ~f nd that 298 000 na_fo o
puinping bnp&bmy wolwa 08 wuvu CiS, and uwiauv <go,uuv acre-feet of

water would be pumped during a season of 125 days.

CAPACITY AND NUMBER OF WELLS

Wells distributed equally in the four ground-water districts of
the Boise Valley probably would have an average capacity of 2.6 cfs or
more, with a 30-foot drawdown (table 21, p. 59). The number of wells
presumably would be proportionately large in the Nampa and Merid-

ian districts, where the average capacity of existing wells is 2.7 cfs
with 30 feet of drawdown. The oross capacity of 450 such wells
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would be 1,215 cfs, or 301,000 acre-feet in a 125-day pumping season.
Extending the season to 180 days would increase the seasonal capacity
to 433,000 acre-feet. With greater drawdown still greater yields
could be obtained. Thus, the number of wells specified in the
alternate plan probably would suffice to deliver all replacement water
necessary in ordinary years. If extra water were to be pumped in
dry years either the number of wells might need be increased. or the
cost of higher pumping rates with greater drawdown would need be

accepted.
DISTRIBUTION OF WELLS
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along all main supply canals below Boise Diversion Dam assumes
that well sites can be selected entirely on the basis of convenience for
delivering the pumped water. This proposal is not feasible because at
many places lowering of the water table by such wells would increase
percolation losses from canals having permeable floors, the wells
would not effectively drain some areas remote from the canals, where
drainage is most needed, and interference between wells would be

unnecessarily great.
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EFFECT ON PERCOLATION LOSS FROM CANALS
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in parts of the Boise Valley, overall loss being 25 to 30 percent of
«diversions (including some canal- and ditch-end losses, which cannot
ibe segregated). Long reaches of some canals are continuous with the
‘water table. Pumping from wells along such canals inevitably would
increase percolation loss at some places (see p. 67) because the lowered
water table would increase the hydraulic gradient out of the canals.
Water drawn out of canals and pumped back in would be merely
recirculated and hardly could be considered as replacement water.
' Uunals that are in uupéfmﬁﬁblc earth Luaucual, or that are lined
with sealing materials, would not be affected materially by pumping
nearby wells. Also, canals that are above the water table, as seems
to be true of much of the New York canal, would not be affected.

Relatively free circulation of water from a canal to the water table
is illustrated in the vicinity of well SN—2E—25bb2, which is about 400
feet from the Ridenbaugh Canal on the Broadway terrace. The
water level in the well rose about 5 feet within 11 days after water
was turned into the canal in the spring of 1954. This rise was caused
by rapid ground-water recharge with water lost from the canal.
Similar conditions are common in parts of the Boise Valley adjacent
to most principal canals.

Obviously, it would not be feasible to install a large number of
wells indiscriminately along any and all canals. Intensive field study
would be necessary to delineate canal segments where excessive

percolation loss would be induced by draft from wells.
' Tnasmuch as the available water qn‘nhlv oceurs in both artesian
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and nonartesian aquifers, it might be fea,suble to tap artesian water in
some areas where it would not be feasible to pump shallow water.
Pumping certain deep artesian aquifers would have no effect on canals
even if they were close at hand.

INTERFERENCE AMONG WELLS

Inasmuch as the radius of appreciable influence of an ordinary
pumped well in the Boise Valley is about 2 miles, pumping from one
well in a line of wells spaced at intervals of one-quarter mile would
lower the water level in the nearest eight wells on either side. Simul-

taneous pumping of all wells would produce & drawdown in each

equivalent to its own normal drawdown plus the cumulative draw-
downs from the 16 wells within its area of influence.

Application of drawdown data for four Pioneer Irrigation District
wells illustrates the foregoing statement. The average drawdown in
the pumped wells was 23.8 feet. The computed average drawdown
(table 18, p. 56) after 30 days of pumping was 3.9 feet at a distance
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of one-quarter mile away, and 3.0 feet half a mile way. Assuming
that wells were spaced, in line at quarter-mile intervals, with the
average drawdowns stated above, the approximate drawdown in &
given well during pumping of five wells would be as follows:
’ ’ ‘ " Dramdown

(féet)
From pumping the given well . _ __ _________ ___ o _______ 23. 8
From pumping two wells, one on either side, at a distance of one-quarter
mile (3.9X 2) o e 7.8
From pumping two wells, one on either side, at a distance of one-half
mile (3.0 X 2) e - 6.0
Total . e m 37. 6

After pumping for 180 days the total drawdown would be 43.8
feet. By the same method the cumulative drawdown during pumping
of all wells within the area of influence could be calculated. The
drawdown at a lateral distance of 2 miles from the line would be less
than a foot. These calculations disregard the simultaneous reeharge
that would ensue if the pumped water or surface water were used for
irrigation within the pumped area, and also any effect of indueed
recharge from canals. With such recharge the actual net drawdown
would, of course, be less than that just calculated.

leen such interference between wells, pumping along the New
York Canal would have appreciable advantages: (1) The ground-
water divide, now near the canal, would shift southward and some
ground water that now passes into the Mountain Home plateau would
be drawn into the Boise Valley. (2) In much of its course the eanal
seemingly is above the water table, and pumping along such segments
would not increase percolation losses. Thus, from the sole standpoint
of water production, pumping adjacent to the New York Canal may
be desirable. Drainage benefits from these wells, however, might
be small.

DEPTH AND PUMPING LIFT '

The alternate plan states that the average depth of irrigation and

drainage wells in the Boise Valley would be about 60 feet. The actual

avaraon vwrall danth +hat vwranld ha nacocearr 1o Armtinal fantan 1n
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the physical feasibility of developing ground water, but it is a material
factor in the cost of construction. The average depth of existing
irrigation and drainage wells in the Boise Valley is about 124 feet. .
The average depth of the wells in the Pioneer Irrigation Distriet, the
most productive ground-water district in the valley, is 132 feet.
An-average depth for wells that would be constructed under the

alternate 'n]sm could not be estimated n]nqphv until the locations, hnvp

been determined. Along much of the New: “York Canal the depth.to
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‘approach 150 feet. Elsewhere in the valley wells probably would be
75 to 150 feet deep, with an average of more than 100 feet. Wells
to tap artesian water would be as much as 400 feet deep, and in
places perhaps even more.

The average pumping lift also would depend on the locations of
wells. Along the New York Canal the lift probably would range
from about 80 to 130 feet. Elsewhere the pumping lift would range
from a few feet to about 80 feet. In general it seems likely that the
average depth of wells would be between 125 and 150 feet, and the

average pumping lift probably would be between 60 and 80 feet.
’ DRAINAGE BENEFITS

The alternate plan asserts that pumping 225,000 to 300,000 acre-feet
-of water annually would lower the water table 4.5 to 5 feet beneath
225,000 acres of land. This assertion seems to be unfounded (see p.
54). Furthermore, gang pumping of wells along main supply canals,
as proposed in the plan, would not accomplish satisfactory drainage
"because much of the land needing drainage would be remote from the
area of influence of wells so placed.

In this instance the basic factors that would control drainage bene-
fits are the ability of well pumping to prevent the water table rising to

T 3ot 1l lavele an 1 loweri
undesirable levels, and the net amount of ultimate lowering of the
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water table in waterlogged areas. For substantial draihage benefit,
the alternate plan would need be modified by dispersing irrigation and
drainage wells in groups throughout the exchange area, with individual
wells at critical locations. Even with such modification the ultimate
drainage effect would not be felt immediately. The water table
would decline progressively for some years, but neither the time lapse
until equilibrium would be reached nor the depth of the water table
at ultimate equilibrium can be estimated accurately from information
now available.

Despite these uncertainties, suitably located wells and groups of
wells would lower the water table or decrease its rise by at least several
feet in many areas, especially because replacement pumpage neces-
sarily would exceed substantially the amount assumed in the alternate
plan. Very likely the lowering would range between wide extremes,
from a fraction of a foot to some tens of feet. Many wells probably
would be satisfactory both for drainage and for production of irrigation
water. Maximum efficiency for both purposes, however, would not
necessarily be achieved. Where economical water production is a
sole objective, highly permeable aquifers would be sought in areas
where pumping lifts would be low and where the water-could be used
officiently. Effective drainage wells, on the other hand, would need
beloeated where they would lower the water table berretith aress that
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require drainage. Hence some drainage wells necessarily would be
placed where aquifers are less permeable, where heavy drawdown

therefore would occur, and where water Imght be used only inefficiently
if at all.

COST OF WELLS AND PUMPS

Cost analyses have not been made for this report because properly
they are a part of the engineering evaluation of the alternate plan.
Factors that would affect these costs, however, are appropriate for
notation here.

The average depth of wells would be between 125 and 150 feet and

the diameters of casing between 18 and 24 inches. denendine on tha
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type of construction necessary for a specified yield at a specified loca-
tion. In much of the Boise Valley, well screens or special types of
perforated casing would be necessary and considerable development
of the wells would be required for satisfactory well performance. The
alternate plan estimated the average well depth at only 60 feet, and
simple open-end construction probably was assumed to estimate an
average cost of $6,700 per well. It is apparent, however, that the
cost of individual wells would be substantially greater, owing to con-
struction requirements different from those assumed. On the other
hand, adequately constructed wells should average at least a third
more in yield than the plan assumed. This greater yield would offset
some part of the greater cost per well.

CHEMICAL SUITABILITY OF REPLACEMENT WATER

The water-exchange proposal of the alternate plan does not consider
the chemical suitability of the ground water for irrigation, though
such quality is a fundamental factor. The preceding analysis of irriga-
tion suitability of Boise Valley waters (pp. 70-85) shows the follow=
ing basie situation:

1. Some grounu waters are of excellent quaut,y for 1rr1ga,r,10n but
others entail a substantial salinity hazard or sodium hazard, possibly
an intolerable hazard, for certain soil types or crops.

2. The present areal distribution of unsuitable waters cannot be
delimited from information now in hand, except that such waters
have been found in wells scattered in the valley west of Kuna and
Meridian. The distribution might be such as to limit seriously the

area or areas within which replacement pumping would be advisable.

3. The valley may be on the verge of an unfavorable salt balance,
at least locally or for years of low streamflow. As proposed, the al-
ternate plan inevitably would cause the salt balance to become less
favorable.

.Under these circumstances, the writers believe that the irrigation
suitability of Boise Valley waters would need to be explored inten-
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sively before its full impact on the alternate plan could be appraised.

("n-n-mnf information shows g nnqqﬂ'\ﬂlfv that nnpmhnn of the nlﬂn
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as now proposed, in time might depreclate water quality sufﬁclently
to impair the agricultural productivity of parts of the valley.

PRINCIPAL CONCLUSIONS

~ To operate satisfactorily for an indefinitely long time the alter-
nate plan must assure perennial availability of an adequate water
supply for the Mountain Home project; perennial availability of an

undiminished supply of chemically suitable irrigation water for Boise
Vall "n'rr land: demsiva nnﬂ wideanread r]'r'ﬁ‘lhsl oa ben efits to -R(“SP
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Va.lley land.

The general conclusion of this report, from ana,lys1s of specific ele-
ments of the plan, is that substantial modification of the: alternate
plan would be required to adapt it to limitations imposed by the
geologic and ground-water environment. Furthermore, because the
plan is ambitious in scope, considerable study would be necessary
prior to construction. The principal physical modifications would be
in the proposals to pump only 225,000 to 300,000 acre-feet of ground
water a year, and to pump this water from wells at quarter-mile inter-
vals along existing main canals. Thomugh study would be needed
of the return-flow regimen in existing drainageways, of the effects of
pumping on return flow and on drainage problems, of the sources and
actual amounts of ground-water recharge, of the chemical quality of
all sources of water, and of several other specialized problems.

Twelve principal elements and several subelements of the alternate
plan are listed.in table 26, a summary of the analysis and principal
conclusions. Three of the principal elements involve engineering and
economic factors outside the scope of study by the Geological Survey,
but they involve geologlc and hydrologlc factors discussed in th]s
report. Of the remaining 9 puuupm elements, 5 definitely are in-
feasible in the form proposed in the alternate plan; the feasibility of
2 elements is questionable; only 2 definitely are feasible.

Modification of the plan would render some of the infeasible and
questionable elements feasible, but the feasibility of other. eritical
elements is not resolved. Specifically, it cannot be assured at this
time that the full amount of ground water actually required by a

modified plan is available and accossihle An'm'n(r the irrication season.

LA VALILLGRA.  pJARIL Lk Y WAAGURS AU WL QU RS R VLT AL2IpswuaLs DRSS

Moreover, some ground water in the Boise. Valley is chemeaﬂy unde-
sirable, and. operation of the alternate plan»would aggravate problems
of water quality. : l :

iob o
LN



FEASIBILITY OF THE ALTERNATE PLAN

109

TABLE 26.—Feasibility of specific elemenis of the aliernate plan

[Leaders in feasibility column means that determination of ultimate feasibility involves engineering or other

ithin tha ananna af thio rann;
factors not within the scope of this report]

Element of plan

Remarks

1. Diversion requirement for
Mountain Home project iand:
4.85 acre-ft/acre.

2, Diversions from Boise River to
Mountain Home project: 600,

000 acre-ftfyr.
a. Assumed surplus yield of

Boise River: 225,000 acre-
ft/yr.

b. Assumed yield of South Fork

of Roige Rivar: 540 000 aore-

< vivel SUyVUv GOTT

ft/yr, divertible to Long
Tom division,

¢. Assumed yield of Boise River

at Lucky Peak Dam: 60,000

acre-ft/yr, divertible to
Hillcrest division.

3. Exchange of 150,000 acre-ft/yr of

nake River water, pumped

to Lake Lowell, to replace

equal amount of Boise River

water.

4. Pump to Lake Lowell up to
150,000 additional acre-ft/yr of
Snake River water, manipu-
lating it, during return from
the reservoir to the river, to

generate supplemental elec-

5, Pump Boise Valley ground
wa%er to replace Boise River
water.

6. Availability of ground water re-
quired by alternate plan.

7. Accessibility of groumi waterre- |

quired by alternate plan.

iy,

886771—57——9

Feasibility
As pro- | Modified
posed
Yes__... Yes._...
No...... Yes.__..
Yes..... Yes...._
() JOE ™.

Estimate is optimistic. Geologic data, and the
water duty in geoiogicaliy simiiar areas in
Idabo, suggest that, in order to make ade-
quate farm delivery, the diversion require-
ment may be near that estimated in the
original plan—about 5.4 acre-ft/acre,

Availability not demonstrated at time and
places where diversions would be made,

Surplus is present but time and place of avail-
ability depend on reservoir o tion and
flow routing. Fact of surplus has little sig-
nificance or value unless full requirement of
600,000 acre-ft is available and divertible.

Serious water shortajgres occurred in 6 of 20 years

in base period. Holdover storage space in

Anderson Ranch Reservoir would be re-
quired; use of this space for irrigation water
would diminish firm-power output.

Undoubtedly available, considered alone, but
avallability in overall plan would be tied to
upstream diversions and reservoir operation
(item 2b).

Replacement is feasible in principle and
amount could be increased to usable maxi-
mum of 300,000 acre-fi. Determination of
physiecal and economic feasibility is beyond
scope of this report.

Operating Lake Lowell for power generation
would change reservoir regimen: volume and
seasonal pattern of percolation loss and
seepage gain in reservoir would affect effi-
ciency of power generation because full

™ m +. ar1ld nnat ha awaill
volume of pumped water would not be avail-

able for return through generator penstocks.
Ground-water regimen adjacent to reservoir
probably would not be greatly affected.

Volume-for-volume replacement by pumping
only 225,000 to 300,000 acre-ft is not feasible.
Return water, currently rediverted for use,
would be depleted and offset water, in addi.
tion to exchange water, would be needed for
effective full replacement. Pumpage would
be in whatever volume is necessary to assure
undiminished supply of water to Boise Valley
land. Total replacement pumpage might
amount to more than 400.000 acre-ft/yr. .

Amount of ground water assumed by plan is
available. Replacement-water demand, how-
ever, apparently would be abouit equal to
estimated uncommitted potential ground-
water yield of contributing area. Amount of
uncommitted water could be increased by
control or eradication of water-loving native
vegetation. Evidence at hand does not per-
mit estimation of the actual {(as opposed to
apparent) perennial ground-water supply.
Exchange water would serve at least 50,000
acres of cropland. Net depletion of ground
water by consumptive use probably would
not greatly exceed 100,000 acre-ft/yr. Uncon-
sumed ground water would be available for
return recharge. Question of availability of
water requires intensive study.

Amount of ground water assumed by plan
probably is accessible. Replacement water
in amount, apparently required, by modified
plan (400,000 acre-ft or more & year) probably
not reecoverable with‘m exchfrigg: area duEin%
pumping season unless substantial part of
unconsumed, pumped water returns to zone
of saturation and becomes available for re-
eycling during irrigation season, Problem
requires more study, )
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TaBLE 26.—Feasibility of specific elements of the aliernate plan—Continued

Element of plan

Remarks

8. Capacity of 450 wells to deliver
required water.

a. Depth of wells and pumping

lift: 60 and 65 fect.
b. Average yield of wells: 2 cfs..

¢. Pumping season of 125 days..

9. Space wells, one-fourth of a mile
apart, along main canals,

10, Lower water table 4.5 to 5§ feet
beneath 225,000 acres of land.

11. Cost per well, $6,700. .. ccecn—-.

12, Chemijcal suitability of ground
water in the Boise Valley.

Feasibility
As pro- | Modified
posed
No._.... D4 P—
Noeeoooo Ye8ecaan
No.._.._ Yes-oo..
No...... Yes-ao--
No..._.. No......
No..-.-. Yes.....
No...... No......
149 P [ 9 J—

Sixty-foot wells (perhaps of open-end construc-
tion), assumed by the alternate plan, would
not deliver required water.

Average dopth of adequate wells probahbly
would be between 125 and 150 feet, pumping
lift between 60 and 80 feet.

Wells averaging 60 to 65 feet deep would not
average 2-cfs in yield, owing to insuficient
entrance area for. water. Deeper wells'aver-
aging between 100 and 150 feet in depth would
average about 2.6 cfs with 30 feet of draw-
down, and more with greater drawdown,

Water requirement of 400,000 acre-ft or more of
replacement water could not be pumped in
125 dag from wells assumed in Alternate
Plan. Deeper wells, averaging 2.6 cfs in yield,
could produce required water in 180 days.

Wells so spaced might have adequate capacity
bnt (1) average depth of wells and pumping
lift would be greater than for dispersed wells,
(2) interference between wells might be un-
necessarily great, (3) percolation loss by some
canals would be increased, (4) drainage bene-
fits would be inadequate more than 2 miles
from pumped wells, and in areas of heavily
leaking eanals would be inadequate beyond
even shorter distances. Wells could be dis-
persed, however, throughout the exchange
area for maximum dual efficiency for water
production and drainage. Dispersal, in gen-
eral, would be consistent with efficient water
delivery but might increase cost of construc-
$ion, especially for power {(ransmissiou.
Some wells would accomplish drainage only,
where water produced could not be efli-
ciently., Some. wells may be required for
drainage outside the exchange area.

Wells specified by alternate plan would not
have this effect; that is, drainage would be
unsatisfactory because principal drainage
would be in belt within 2 miles of lines of
wells, including land not needing drainage.
Owing to wide range in capacity of saturated
materials to yield water, lowering of water
table by pumpi wou_lé not be uniform in
affected area, and equilibrium level would
not be reached in first year of operation.
Decline of water table would be progressive
in successive years until new equilibrium
was reached at average level more than 5 feet
iower than present water table.

Average cost of wells would exceed substan-
tially the alternate plan estimate, whether or
not the plan is modified.

Some ground waters suitable for irrigation;
others unsuitable for the types of soils present.
Alternate plan, by causing more reuse' of
water and by reducing dilution of ground
water with surface water, inevitably would
depreciate quality of both surface water and
ground water. Further study is necessary
to appraise adequatel{aghe feasibility of this
element in alfernate plan,

COMPETENCE OF AVAILABLE DATA

The basic data available at this time are not adequate for final
evaluation of the feasibility of hydrologic features of the alternate
plan, modified or unmodified. Principal deficiencies in the data were
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1. The area actually irrigated in the Boise Valley, and its distribu-
- tion, are not accurately known. Some tracts supposedly irrigated
‘with surfaée water contain shallow ground water that adequately
subirrigates crops, and water is not spread on the surface. Most
Boise River bottom land apparently is excluded from the reported
irrigated area, yet it has been observed that some of this land actually
is irrigated. Also, land irrigated with ground water is not included
in most published: estimates of the irrigated area.

Accordmg to published data the net irrigated area in the Boise
Valley is substantially less than the 356,000 acres that was reported
to be irrigated when the valley projects were completely constructed.
Some current estimates indicate as little as 316,000 irrigated acres.
Owing to private ground-water development, subirrigation, and un-
gaged diversions, the total irriga.ted acreage, however, may exceed the
estimate of 340,000 acres that is used in this report. Until the acre-
age is accura.tely known, neither the duty of water nor the total
consumptive use of water can be estimated accurately. Good in-
formation is lacking also on the total area occupied by native water-
loving vegetation and on the amount of water consumed by such
vegetation. These deficiencies in information preclude accurate
determination of the water budget of the valley and of the effects

thai dneala
that development under-the alternate plan would have on that budget.

2. Data on total diversion and diversion tequirsments-are . not
entirely adequate. All major diversions, including those of return
water in the river and in drains, apparently are gaged. However,
there may be many ungaged minor diversions, and some canals gain
appreciable amounts of water by effluent seepage of ground water.
The estimated aggregate volume of ungaged diversions and effluent
seepage is about 200,000 acre-feet a year according to the Bureau
of Reclamation, but the degree of accuracy of this estimate cannot be
determined at present. Inasmuch as total diversions and net irri-
gat;ed area are not accurately known, the overa.ll gross duty of water
is mdetermma,te

. The amounts of ground-water recharge and dlscharge in the
B01se Valley and adjacent tributary areas are unknown. Estimates
in this report are largely of potential recharge and discharge, and
these probably differ substantially from the actual amounts. Lack
.of year-round records of the increments to canals and drains from
: ground—wa.ter discharge, and of records of segmental loss and gain for
the Boise River from Boise Diversion Dam to the river mouth, pre-
vents accurate calculations of recharge and discha.rge and of the
.extent to which pumping a large battery of wells would influence

.matural ;ground<water discharge- into -surface-drainageways.
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4. The full extent and nature of the drainage problem in the Boise:

Vallev are not known. The man (pl. 4) indicates the area of notential
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drainage problems—land in which the depth to water is less than 10.
feet. The part of such land that actually is damaged by water-.
logging could be determined readily where the waterlogging is caused
by unconfined shallow water. Study would be required, however, to-
delineate areas where waterlogging is by upward leakage from artesian
aquifers. Drainage wells would be effective only if they tapped the.
water that is directly causing the waterlogging. Delineation of”
artesian-leakage areas would be a necessary prelude to the installation

of drainacs vwalle 1mdor tha altarnata nlan
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5. The alternate plan excludes from consideration the part of the-
Boise Valley north of the Boise River, and the present report con--
tains very little information about that part. Nevertheless the north.
and south sides of the valley are geologically similar and are hydro-
logically inseparable. Hence, water-supply and drainage problems.
are valley wide. Data are lacking on the occurrence of ground water-
in the Black Canyon project, and the influence of that project on.
drainage and water-supply problems in the north-side lowland is.
growing. Deficiency in data of all kinds for the north side area is.
an obstacle to complete evaluation of the alternate plan, or of any-
other plan for comprehensive, basinwide water management.

6. Records of the discharge of the Boise River above Boise Diver--
sion Dam, at Boise, and at Notus are adequate for their specific pur-
poses. The gage at Notus, however, does not show the total surface-
outflow from the Boise Valley. Reasonably accurate records of such.
diccharge would be essential to compute total ground-water recharge.
and ground—water outflow from the Boise Valley. Records are lack--
ing also of the discharge of surface water in drains and ditches that
are not tributary to the Boise River, but discharge to the Snake..
These records are needed also to compute ground-water recharge.
and outflow.

7. Lack of data on evapotranspiration in the Boise River basin,
above Boise Diversion Dam precludes determination of the amount
of ground water that reaches the valley lowland by underflow. The.
rate of underflow estimated in this report may be materially in error,.

but the amount of water is small compared to the total supply in the-
.Rn'lﬂn ‘rn]]rn'r
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8. Informatlon about hydrologic characteristics of earth materials
in the Mountain Home plateau is imsufficient for an evaluation of”
water diversion requirements for irrigation. The effects of irrigation.
on ground-water storage in the plateau can be surmised' enly roughly
from scanty subsurface information. Geologic study of the plateau:
is needed.
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9. The chemical quality of water in the Boise Valley is poorly
known from short-term systematic study of a segment of the Boise
River, and from samples from a few wells and other sources. The
distribution: of chemical classes of water in the valley is known only
in a very general way. The available data show that some water in
the valley is undesirable in quality. The need for comprehensive
information on this factor in the water-management program is
obvious.

GENERAL EVALUATION OF THE ALTERNATE PLAN

'The alternate plan recognizes the basic principle that, in the ulti-
mate analysis, ground water and surface water are two components
of a single resourcé. Failure to develop and manage both components
effectively is the root of the drainage problem in the Boise Valley,
where ground water has been considered largely as a nuisance. The
alternate plan, in principle, proposes total water management that
would turn the nuisance into an asset. Nevertheless, by ignoring the
lowland north of the Boise River, the plan fails to recognize that the
entire valley is a hydrologic unit. The plan also would seek to fur-
nish usable water and drain wet land by pumping wells at sites selected
arbitrarily, overlooking natural geologic and topographic factors that

would control the effects: of pumping.

The chief modifications needed in hydrologic features of the alter-
nate plan would be in the pattern of well installations, the construc-
tion characteristics of wells, and the amount of ground water pumped.
These modifications would change the basis for computing the cost
.of well construction and pumping, water delivery, drainage benefits,
and other elements of the plan.

The alternate plan treats the drainage problem in the Boise Valley
as an emergency. Though the drainage situation is bad and is grad-

3 1q ¢ ” 1 £ th 20
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years. No need is apparent for a ‘“crash’ program, initiated without
-adequate data and without reasonable assurance that the overall
plan, even though extensively modified, is feasible. The effects of
ground-water pumping on long-term water-level trends or on the
flow of drains cannot be forecast with reasonable accuracy at this
time. Likewise, inasmuch as water rights are well established on
-drain-ditch water within and beyond the exchange area, there is no
basis for estimating the number of adjustments and exchanges of
water rights that may become necessary. Difficult negotiations would
be necessary prior to construction, to arrange for shifting points of
-diversion and to gain acceptance of substitute water supplies. Ob-
viously it would be necessary to assure present water users of a supply
#hat is adequate in quantity, suitable in quality, economically acces-



114 THE ALTERNATE PLAN, MOUNTAIN HOME PROJECT; IDAHO

sible, and capable of efficient delivery where it is needed. The

alternate plan does not provide such assurance.
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Unresolved major hydrologlc problems that concern the heart of
the alternate plan are in three principal categories; namely, the
amount of ground water that actually must be pumped to replace
live surface water and return water; the amount of ground water
that is perennially available and accessible; the chemical suitability
of the ground water and the water-management practices necessary
to forestall an unfavorable salt balance. In the present report the

necessary amount of replacement water has been estimated only
crudely, and within possible maximum limits. Availability of the
water seems probable, but there is reasonable doubt of its accessi-
bility within the exchange area. Only the general dimensions of the
chemical-quality problem are established. Until the problems in
these categories are resolved, affective operation of the alternate plan
for an indefinitely long time cannot be assured.

An intensive hydrologic study alone would not completely resolve
all major problems because not all the unknown and indeterminate
variables in the water equation could be eliminated. Nevertheless,
attack upon the problem is not necessarily at an impasse. Intensive
study and observation, a,long with partia,l execution of the alternate

el aan Y cdaa T

plan, prooamy would lead to a solution. A trial-and-studysugge tion
is outlined below.

SUGGESTED PRACTICAL TRIAL AND STUDY

The Hillerest division, containing 12,000 acres, would require
water diversions of about 60,000 to 65,000 acre-feet, depending on
the duty of water and transmission losses. Construction of the
Hillerest division might be done economically, independently of the
Long Tom division for the time being. Although surplus Boise
River water is adequate for the Hillcrest division, replacement water
nevertheless could be pumped during a trial and observation period.
This would not preclude ultimate development of the Long Tom
division, on a distributed-cost basis, if an ultimate feasibility finding
is made. On the other hand, the Hillcrest division could be expanded
and remain as a feasible independent unit if ultimately it is found
that the whole plan is not feasible. In the latter event the Hillcrest

division could be nnlorrrnr‘ if desired.

Development of the Hlllcrest division would not necessarily com-
mit the constructing or operating agency to an overall plan whose
feasibility is now indeterminate. At the same time the development
and operation would assure realistic appraisal of the feasibility, and
accurate computation of cost of the full alternate plan, because
information would be obtained on the following important factors:
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1. Duty of water for farm delivery, transmission loss, and total
diversion requirement for plateau-type land.

2. Effect of application of irrigation water on the plateau, such as
the development of perched water that may cause drainage problems
in the new land, and the extent to which return flow may become
available.

3. Suitable construction characteristics, depth, pumping lift, and
production rate from one or more groups of wells in representative
types of areas.

4. Drainage efficiency of pumped wells situated where pumped
water can be used effectively.

5. Effect of continuous heavy pumping on the water table and on
the discharge of ground water (return flow) to drains and to the Boise

River.

CUYY A Vi unwl-, Vi

applying water to the Hillcrest lelSlOn and of pumpmg north of the
divide. Infiltration of irrigation water would tend to build up the
water table beneath the Hillcrest division; this build-up, along with
heavy pumping north of the ground-water divide, would tend to shift.
the divide southward, thus increasing the area in which ground water
is tributary to the exchange area in the Boise Valley

7. Change of chemical quality of water within the areas of pu mmnﬂ‘

ground water. The change probably would not be gr

H anals davalanman ha:dé +ha fnand Af ahanoo

small-scale aeveiopment, but the trend oi changes w

significant.
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